






DRAFT

MEETING MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION MEETING

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS AND
CITY OF FARMINGTON

DECEMBER 9, 2013 – 6:00PM
CITY HALL – COMMUNITY ROOM

The City Council study session meeting was called to order by Mayor Brickner at 6:00p.m. This was a 
joint study session for one item with the City of Farmington.

Farmington Hills Council Members Present: Brickner, Bridges, Bruce, Knol, Lerner, Massey and 
Steckloff

Farmington Hills Council Members Absent: None

Farmington Council Members Present: Cowley, Galvin, Schneeman and Scott
Farmington Council Members Absent: McShane

Others Present: Farmington Hills City Manager Brock, Farmington City Manager Pastue, 
City Clerk Smith, Assistant City Manager Boyer, Economic 
Development Coordinator Cappola, Director Gardiner, Planning 
Consultant Arroyo, Attorneys Joppich, Schultz and Dovre; Dave Staudt, 
Novi Mayor Pro-tem and Gwen Markham, Novi Council Member.

DISCUSSION ON CABLE FRANCHISE (This was discussed as joint meeting item with City of 
Farmington)

Mayor Brickner explained that the current contract with Bright House will expire December 2015 and the 
city has been asked by Bright House to begin the process for the Cable Franchise Renewal.  He read an 
introductory statement noting that communities involved would be allowing for public input at their City 
Council meetings.  The purpose of this agenda item is to afford the public an opportunity to participate in the 
franchise renewal process under the Federal Cable Act.  Any comments should be limited to:

1. Identification of future cable related community needs and interests.
2. Reviewing Bright House’s performance under its current franchise. 

He noted that Council can discuss future technologies and converting to digital and how that will work.  He 
feels this is something to discuss with Bright House and if they will be converting to digital and how they will 
provide for service to persons with older televisions.

Attorney Gary Dovre stated that the SWOCC Board met and recommended this informal process.  Once the 
public input is received, then the task is whether the communities and Bright House can negotiate a franchise 
in the informal process; but this can’t be done until the public input is received

Council member Bridges inquired about the general fund budget for Farmington Hills and asked if the 1.3 
million revenue from Bright House is part of the general fund budget.  

City Manager Brock indicated that the city’s general fund budget is approximately 48 million dollars and 
confirmed that the revenue from Bright House is part of that fund.

Councilmember Bridge commented that 1.3 million dollars is significant and he feels this influence on the 
budget hampers local control and input.  
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Discussion was held on fees and the market share of Bright House.  It was noted that approximately 2/3 of the 
cable market are Bright House customers.

Mayor Brickner clarified that the 1.3 million dollars is dedicated to the PEG channels and not necessarily all 
going into city general fund.  City Manager Brock concurred and added that all of the revenue is put back into 
cable access, public information and all other items relating to the operation of the cable system.

Councilmember Steckloff inquired if this revenue includes internet subscribers.  She expressed concern if the 
city was relying on revenue from cable services only as she felt in the future people would be opting out of 
cable and using the internet for those types of services.  It was confirmed that internet services are included as 
part of the cable invoice and typically invoiced as a bundled service.

Councilmember Bridges asked what has city has done to encourage competition.  City Manager Brock 
responded that he has made it quite clear that the city is open to competition and looked at another company 
Americast at the same time they were considering Bright House years ago; and Americast opted to provide 
for phone service and terminated conversations with regard to cable service with Farmington Hills and other 
communities in the area.  He added that to make multi-million dollar investment in a parallel cable system 
probably would not happen.

Councilmember Bridges stated that he feels what needs to happen is to have other competitors come in 
and have the ability to use existing cable lines and pay a fee to whoever owns the line; similar to how 
natural gas is handled and other utilities.

City Manager Brock commented that cable is not considered a utility and not regulated in the same way.

Councilmember Lerner stated that he feels Bright House is doing better job than 5 years ago and is more 
service/customer friendly.  Mayor Brickner concurred.

Farmington Mayor Galvin inquired the length of the new franchise agreement.  

Attorney Dovre responded that the standard term is 15 years, but that the communities could negotiate a 
longer or shorter time frame.

Discussion continued with regard to potential competition and the potential of another company funding 
the infrastructure in order to provide the service.

Mayor Galvin questioned if there was a benefit to negotiate a shorter or longer contract.

Councilmember Lerner did not see the benefit of a shorter or longer contract since it was non-exclusive.  
He felt there would be competition down the road just not in terms of cable as we have it today. He also 
believed a shorter contract could deter Bright House from investing in the community.

Attorney Dovre agreed that because this was a non-exclusive agreement, another company could come in 
at any time to provide the same service. 

City Manager Pastue mentioned that a formal franchise agreement was another option, which could be 
approved in 5 year increments.

Novi Mayor Pro-Tem, Dave Staudt, stated that he would like to see changes to the payment structure so 
that the PEG fees are paid directly to the communities and the communities pay those out to SWOCC, etc
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Attorney Dovre indicated that he summarized portions of the current agreement for discussion purposes 
and to review to determine if any changes were wanted.  He noted that the summary was provided to 
everyone this evening.  

Farmington Councilmember Scott, stated that he would like to know how committed Bright House is to 
the infrastructure should they go wireless.  He questioned if the infrastructure was included as part of 
franchise agreement.  Attorney Dovre confirmed that it was part of the agreement.

Mayor Brickner stated that he felt Bright House needed to maintain existing and add more hot spots.

Councilmember Bridges commented that given the revenue base of Bright House, he did not see an 
incentive for them to invest further in the community at this time.

Novi Mayor Pro-Tem Staudt concurred and added that no infrastructure improvements have been done.

Mayor Brickner suggested that municipal broad band could be part of the franchise discussion. 
Councilmember Bridges liked that suggestion.

Attorney Dovre commented that if installations are not being maintained that is something to address in 
the new franchise agreement.

City Manager Brock stated that this does not have to be the last meeting on this issue if all questions do 
not get answered this evening.  

Mayor Brickner asked all the communities to further review the current agreement for any changes or 
additions, specifically with regard to technology.

Attorney Dovre explained that the public input would be provided to Bright House and they would 
determine the process from that point.

City Manager Brock added that further discussion can be held following the public input.  He knows that 
Mr. McCann of Bright House had some changes in mind, and he does not feel Bright House is reluctant to 
provide for a better product.

Councilmember Steckloff stated that she would like to know where they see themselves in 5 years with 
regard to technology.  

Farmington Councilmember Cowley stated that he feels they will be limited by the existing infrastructure.

Councilmember Bridges inquired if the city received revenue from AT&T.  Mr. Brock responded that 
they do receive revenue but through a different mechanism than Bright House.

Mayor Brickner thanked everyone who attended the study session.

Novi Mayor Pro-Tem Staudt noted that their public input meeting on this issue was scheduled for 
Wednesday, December 18, 2013 at 7pm at the Novi City Hall.

DISCUSSION ON THE TEMPORARY AND SEASONAL USE ORDINANCE:
Ed Gardiner, Director of Planning and Community Development, explained that members of staff met 
with Attorney Joppich and Attorney Arroyo to develop a draft ordinance to further regulate temporary 
and seasonal sales.   He explained that the State passed legislation with regard to fireworks, which created 
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an increase in requests for outdoor sales of fireworks and the use of non-accessory tents and trailers in the 
community.  Staff determined to review the current ordinances with regard to temporary sales and has 
submitted the draft ordinance for City Council’s review.  He added that the proposed ordinance would 
regulate all temporary seasonal sales, including Christmas trees, Halloween Pumpkin and flower sales 
associated with a holiday.  Mr. Gardiner stated that after input from City Council, the Planning 
Commission will be reviewing the ordinance and it would go through the normal process with the 
Planning Commission with a final recommendation to City Council.  He stated that staff is asking for 
some direction from City Council based on the draft ordinance submitted to them this evening.

Rod Arroyo briefly reviewed the ordinance with Council.  He pointed out that licensing would be handled 
through the Clerk’s Office after review by various departments.  The key changes included limiting the 
seasonal sales to two events per year, per lot and limiting the time frame for lots with existing businesses 
to 7 days.  If the sales are being held on a vacant lot or a business that is not typically in use at the time 
such as a church, the applicant would be allowed up to 30 days per event.  He explained that events would 
be required to be associated with a national holiday or Halloween.  He suggested that Council may want 
to consider including Easter as well in order to accommodate further flower sales.  Mr. Arroyo stated that 
the sites would be limited to one tent and or one other tent or trailer with additional limitations on 
signage.

City Council expressed concern that this ordinance could limit existing businesses that conduct flower 
sales and inquired about  having a separate ordinance for certain outdoor sales.

Attorney Joppich explained that all seasonal sales must be treated the same under the ordinance per state 
law.  He indicated that some of the existing seasonal sales may fall under the zoning ordinance as a non-
conforming use, which he could further review.

Council members agreed that staff should revisit the ordinance with Attorneys Joppich and Arroyo to 
determine if there is some other way to regulate these uses without putting existing seasonal sales out of 
business.  

Director Gardiner stated that the Planning Commission would be discussing this issue at their meeting 
this month keeping in mind the discussion this evening.

ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Pamela B. Smith, City Clerk
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________________________________________
Mayor William Galvin

Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk

Approval Date: 
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 Special Study Session  City Council  Meeting  
6:00 PM , MONDAY,  DECEMBER 16, 2013  

Conference Room A  
Farmington City Hall  

23600 Liberty St  
Farmington, MI  48335  

 

DRAFT  

 

SPECIAL STUDY SESSIO N MEETING MINUTES  
 

City of Farmington  Page 1 Updated 1/10/2014 12:05 PM  

A Special Study Session  meeting  of the Farmington City Council was held on 
December 16, 2013 , in Conference Room A , Farmington City Hall , Farmington , MI . 
Notice of the meeting was posted in compliance with Public Act 267 -1976.  
 
The meeting was called to o rder at 6:00 PM by Mayor William Galvin . 

 

1.  ROLL CALL  
Attendee Name  Title  Status  Arrived  
Greg Cowley  Councilmember  Absent   
William Galvin  Mayor  Present   
JoAnne McShane  Councilmember  Present   
Steve Schneemann  Mayor Pro Tem  Present   
Jeff Scott  Councilm ember  Present   

City Administration Present  
Director Christiansen  
City Clerk Halberstadt  
City Manager Pastue  
Attorney Schultz  

2.  APPROVAL OF  AGENDA  
Motion to approve the agenda as amended, adding City Manager Comment 
as Item No. 5 and adjusting the subseq uent item numbers downward 
accordingly.  

RESULT:  APPROVED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Jeff Scott, Councilmember  
AYES:  Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott  
ABSENT:  Cowley  

3.  DISCUSSION -  FARMINGTON ROAD DESI GN  

1 . Consi deration to Approve Engineering Agreement with Orchard Hiltz & 
McCliment (OHM) for the Farmington Streetscape Project  

4.2
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Minutes  Farmington City Council  December 16, 2013  

City of Farmington  Page 2 Updated 1/10/2014 12:05 PM  

City Administration reviewed proposed engineering agreement with Orchard 
Hiltz & McCliment (OHM) for the Farmington Streetscape project.  The not - to -
exceed cost which includes the services of Grissim Metz is $154,900.  
 
City Administration advised there are two issues with the project.  The first issue 
is that the Michigan State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) continues to have 
concerns that the project would have a negative impact from a historic 
preservation standpoint.  
 
The second issue is the city needs to be fully committed to the project by 
September 2014 which is usually plenty of time for design work, however, MDOT 
typically has a  5-6 month advance scheduling for their grade inspection.  This 
means the design needs to be completed by the end of March.  
 
City Administration requested the latitude to execute the proposal once these 
issues are resolved.  
 
Discussion followed regarding h ow to address the issue with SHPO and whether 
they would be willing to override their concerns regarding the project.  
 
Responding to a question from Galvin, Pastue stated the SHPO concern has not 
yet been communicated to the DDA Board.  
 
Responding to a que stion from McShane, Pastue confirmed the city could spend 
the $155K for the project and then be turned down by SHPO.  
 
Schneemann pointed out SHPO will not even approve the project until 80% of 
the design is completed which means the city has to spend most of the $155K 
for SHPO to make their determination.  
 
McShane asked if $155K is a fair price for the project design.  
 
Schneemann pointed out the DDA has already spent money with OHM and 
Grissim Metz on this project.  
 
Scott noted the fee is about 11% of the p roject, plus the 2 -3% already spent on 
preliminaries.  He stated 14 -15% of the project is a pretty high fee.  
 
Schneemann pointed out that in Grissim Metz the city gets expertise and design 
sensibility that is more than just planting trees and flowers, they  understand the 
walkability aesthetic that the city is trying to achieve.  
 
Schneemann commented it is ridiculous that one or two bureaucrats in Lansing 
can hold up the will of an entire community in completing this project .  He stated 
the city should be pr oactive and move forward with this project and at the same 
time do what needs to be done politically to make it happen.  
 
Discussion followed regarding the specific issues SHPO has with the project 
including brick pavers and planter boxes.  Discussion conti nued regarding the 
risk in moving forward with the project without SHPO approval.  
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4.  CLOSED SESSION -  LAND ACQUISITION  

1 . Motion to enter closed session to discuss land acquisition.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Jeff Scott, Councilmember  
AYES:  William Galv in, JoAnne McShane, Steve Schneemann, Jeff 

Scott  
ABSENT:  Greg Cowley  

The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, 
Scott.  
 
Council entered closed session at 6:35 p.m.  

2 . Motion to exit closed session.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS ]  
MOVER:  Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Jeff Scott, Councilmember  
AYES:  William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Steve Schneemann, Jeff 

Scott  
ABSENT:  Greg Cowley  

Council exited closed session at 6:52 p.m.  

5.  CITY MANAGER COMMENT  
In reference to the regul ar meeting agenda item regarding payment to Richard 
Hyman Builders, Pastue noted a change in the amount the city would be invoicing 
DIC to close out the Drakeshire Shopping Center project.   
 
Pastue distributed an amendment to the purchase agreement of the  old Courthouse 
property requesting a 90 -day extension for the site plans.  This amendment is on 
the regular meeting agenda under New Business.  

6.  PUBLIC COMMENT  
No public comment was heard.  

7.  COUNCIL COMMENT  
No council comment was heard.  

8.  ADJOURNMENT  

1 . Motion to adjourn the meeting.  
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RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Steve Schneemann, Jeff 

Scott  
ABSENT:  Greg Cowley  

The meeting adjourned at 6:5 6 PM.  

  
Mayor William Galvin   

  
Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk    
 
 
Approval Date: ______________________  
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 Regular  City Council  Me eting  
7:00 PM , MONDAY,  DECEMBER 16, 2013  

City Council Chambers  
23600 Liberty Street  

Farmington, MI  48335  

 

DRAFT  

 

REGULAR  MEETING MINUTES  
 

City of Farmington  Page 1 Updated 1/10/2014 11:45 AM   

A Regular  meeting  of the Farmington City Council was held on December 16, 2013 , 
in City Council Chambers , 23600 Liberty Street , Farmington , MI . Notice of the 
meeting was posted in compliance with Public Act 267 -1976.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7: 00 PM by Mayor William Galvin . 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER  
Attendee Name  Title  Status  Arrived  
Greg Cowley  Councilmember  Absent   
William Galvin  Mayor  Present   
JoAnne McShane  Councilmember  Present   
Steve Schneemann  Mayor Pro Tem  Present   
Jeff Scott  Councilmember  Present   

City Administration Present  
Superintendent Eudy  
Director Christiansen  
City Clerk Halberstadt  
City Manager Pastue  
Attorney Schultz  
Director Schulz  

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
Angela Wolf, President of the Farmington Area Jaycees, led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  

3.  PUBLIC COMMENT  
Angela Wolf, President of Farmington Jaycees, spoke about the recent tree lighting 
event at the Warner Mansion sponsored by the Jaycees.  She introduced next year's 
president, Adam Dennison.  
 
Mr. Dennison spoke about activities o f the Jaycees and recruiting efforts for new 
members.  He is looking forward to working with the City on events.  
 
McShane requested contact information for the Jaycees.  
 
George Wright, 21492 Birchwood, thanked City Manager Pastue and Director 
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Christiansen  for recently holding an informational meeting on the Flanders 
elementary school property.  He also thanked the Farmington school board for 
listening to the concerns of his fellow neighbors regarding sale of this property.  
 
Mr. Wright recognized that all p arties involved have a special interest in the 
property. The school board needs the income from the sale of the property, the city 
desires new housing to attract new residents, and the neighborhood would like to 
preserve the property as a park.  
 
Mr. Wright  expressed hope that with some creative planning and a willingness to 
work together all parties can achieve their goals.  He stated there is an interesting 
parallel with a development in Farmington Hills known as River Walk which borders 
the north side of the Flanders property.  
 
Mr. Wright discussed the development of River Walk beginning in 2004.  He stated 
the developer requested Farmington Hills re -zone the property to allow for 
development of cluster condominiums.  
 
Mr. Wright stated this development al lowed 32 single family homes to be built on 
only 7 of the 12 1/2 acre parcel.  He stated 44% of the property was left as open 
space.  He also noted there is a 35' buffer of natural vegetation all around it.  
 
Mr. Wright stated the residents would have prefe rred an undeveloped property, but 
they recognized the seller had a right to sell and the developer presented a creative 
way to build homes on 7 acres while preserving a significant amount of open space.  
 
Mr. Wright encouraged the school board and city to work together with a developer 
to achieve a similar plan for Farmington.  He believed this would achieve the goals 
of each party.    

4.  APPROVAL OF ITEMS ON  THE CONSENT AGENDA  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Steve  Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott  
ABSENT:  Cowley  

1 .   Minutes of the  City Council -  Special Study Session -  Nov 18, 2013 5:30 
PM  

2 .   Minutes of the  City Council -  Regular -  Nov 18, 2013 7:00 PM  

3 .   Minutes of the  City Co uncil -  Joint Meeting of the City Council and DDA 
Board -  Dec 2, 2013 6:30 PM  

4 . Farmington Monthly Payments Report November 2013  

5 . Farmington Public Safety Monthly Report November 2013  
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6 . Consideration to Renew Michigan Municipal League Membership  

7 . Let ter from City of Farmington Retirees  

8 . Board and Committee Reappointment  

5.  APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Jeff Scott, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott  
ABSENT:  Cowley  

6.  PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARINGS  

1 . Aubrey Perry -  Recipient of Dennis Archer Scholarship Fund  
Galvin read an introduction regarding the Dennis Archer Scholarship Fund and 
invited the 2013 scholarship recipient, Aubrey Perry, to speak about her 
achi evement.  
 
Ms. Perry spoke about her attendance at the National League of Cities 
conference in Seattle, Washington.  
 
McShane asked Ms. Perry what she will do with what she has achieved.  
 
Ms. Perry responded she would like to bring people together from all 
backgrounds.  
 
Mayor Galvin congratulated Ms. Perry on her accomplishments.  

2 . Special Event Request -  Winter Story Time  
City Administration reviewed a special event request from the Farmington 
Library to hold a special event at the Sundquist Pavilion on Ja nuary 25, 2013.  
 
Motion to approve a special event request from the Farmington 
Community Library to host an Outdoor Winter Story Time activity at the 
Sundquist Pavilion and Riley Park  on Saturday, January 25, 2014, 
beginning at 11:00 a.m.  
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RESULT:  APPROVED  [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Jeff Scott, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Steve Schneemann, Jeff 

Scott  
ABSENT:  Greg Cowley  

3 . Special Event Request -  2014 Farmington Founders Festival  
Pastue reviewed the Gr eater Farmington Area Chamber of Commerce special 
event request for the Founders Festival.  He invited Chamber Executive Director 
Mary Engelman to comment on the event and answer questions.  
 
Schneemann commented that he would like to see Alley Regally beco me a more 
significant part of the Founders Festival.  
 
Engelman responded that increasing the presence of that event is part of their 
plan. She stated Chamber members from Farmington and Farmington Hills are 
asking to be involved.  She expressed excitement about the opportunity to plan 
this event.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Jeff Scott, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Steve Schneemann, Jeff 

Scott  
ABSENT:  Greg Cowley  

4 . Public Comment -  Brig ht House Cable Television Franchise Renewal  
City Administration advised the Bright House cable television franchise is 
scheduled to expire in 2015.  He discussed the process for renewal which 
includes an opportunity for the public to provide comment regard ing the service.  
 
Mayor Galvin read an introductory statement prior to public comment.  
 
Mayor Galvin invited Bob McCann from Bright House to offer comments and 
answer questions.  
 
McShane inquired whether Bright House offers seasonal service.  
 
McCann respo nded they have offered seasonal service for many years.  
 
Responding to a question from Scott, Mr. McCann spoke about the advanced 
WiFi service, currently known as Juice Box, that will be introduced into homes in 
the next six months.  
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Knowles discussed the studies that have been completed in order to iden tify 
contributing and non -contributing historic buildings in the downtown.  She 
stated the good news is there are a number of buildings that would be 
considered contributing to an Historic District.  She stated the importance of 
maintaining those buildings  for future generations.  

7.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
No unfinished business was heard.  

8.  NEW BUSINESS  

1 . Consideration to Adopt Resolution Approving the 2014 DDA Community 
Events Calendar, Temporary Liquor License Applications, Street Closures 
and Sidewalk Sho pping Dates  
City Administration reviewed the proposed 2014 DDA Community Events 
Calendar.  
 
Motion to adopt a resolution approving the 2014 DDA Community Events 
Calendar, temporary liquor license applications, street closures, and 
designated sidewalk shoppi ng dates. [ SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION] CRM 
12 -13 -059  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: McShane, Schneemann, Scott, 
Galvin.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  William G alvin, JoAnne McShane, Steve Schneemann, Jeff 

Scott  
ABSENT:  Greg Cowley  

2 . Consideration to Approve Amendment No. 2 to Water Services Contract 
Between the City of Farmington and City of Detroit  
City Administration reviewed the changes in the agreement with  Detroit Water 
and Sewer (DWSD) as the result of negotiations with same.  
 
Responding to a question from McShane, Pastue confirmed that by increasing 
the volume the City is agreeing to an increase in the cost of 2/10 of 1% which 
he indicated will have limit ed impact.  
 
Responding to an additional question, Pastue confirmed there will be no other 
rate increases.  
 
McShane asked regarding the financial impact if Farmington exceeds its peak 
hour rate flow.  
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Pastue responded that based on past experience, exceedin g the peak hourly 
rate flow is unlikely to occur.  
 
Discussion followed regarding the impact of Detroit's bankruptcy on DWSD 
customers.  
 
Motion to approve Amendment Agreement No. 2 to the existing City of Farmington 
Water Service Contract with the City of Detroit and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk 
to sign the agreement on behalf of the City. 
CMR 12 -13 -060   [SEE ATTACHED AGREEMENT].   
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Schneemann, Scott, Galvin, 
McShane.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Stev e Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Steve Schneemann, Jeff 

Scott  
ABSENT:  Greg Cowley  

3 . Consideration to Approve Construction Estimate #7 for the 2013 
Streetscape & Utilities Improvement s and Change Order #4  
City Administration reviewed construction estimate #7 and change order #4 
relative to the Grove Street and Warner/Oakland projects.  
 
Motion to approve construction estimate #7 and issue payment to 
Warren Contractors in the amount of $ 238,037.20 for work completed 
on the Grove Street and Warner/Oakland projects through December 9, 
2013; and approve change order #4 reducing the contract amount by 
$22,859.48.  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Scott, Galvin, McShane, 
Schneemann . 

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Jeff Scott, Councilmember  
AYES:  William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Steve Schneemann, Jeff 

Scott  
ABSENT:  Greg Cowley  

4 . Consideration to Approve Construction Estimate #6 (Final) for 
Drakeshire Center Improvements Project  
City Administration advised that the agreement with DIC Properties included 
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language that if the final project amount exceeded the special assessment bonds 
amount they would be required to provide the balance. The exc eeded amount 
changed from $19,000 to $3,435.78 due to the retainage that was not 
considered in the original calculation.  
 
Motion to approve construction estimate #6 (Final) and issue payment 
to Richard Hyman Builders in the amount of $35,805.25 for work 
co mpleted on Drakeshire Center improvements; and to authorize a 
temporary loan from the Capital Improvement Fund necessary to cover 
final payment.  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, 
Scott.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Jeff Scott, Councilmember  
AYES:  William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Steve Schneemann, Jeff 

Scott  
ABSENT:  Greg Cowley  

5 . Consideration to Approve Civic Theater Rental Agreement with Third 
New Hope Baptist Church  
City Administration reviewed proposed provisions of rental agreement with Third 
New Hope Baptist Church for use of the lower level of the Civic Theater.  
 
Motion to approve Civic Theater rental and authorize the City Attorney 
to prepare a one - year rental agre ement with Third New Hope Baptist 
Church for Sundays beginning January 5, 2014 through December 28, 
2014; use of the lower theater only from 8:00 a.m. to noon; and a rental 
amount of $350 per week.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Jeff Scott, Councilmem ber  
SECONDER:  Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Steve Schneemann, Jeff 

Scott  
ABSENT:  Greg Cowley  

6 . Consideration to Approve Farmington Farmers and Artisans Market 
General Manager Agreement  
City Administration reviewed p roposed 2 -year contract with Walt Gajewski to 
serve as the Farmers Arrtisans Market General Manager.  
 
Schneemann questioned the 2 -year contract in light of the fact that the General 
Manager will be overseeing the market without any administrative help. He 
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expressed concern that with only one person running the market the city does 
not know how well that approach will work.  
 
Pastue pointed out Mr. Gajewski completed a third year of running the market 
and has a good understanding of what is involved.  It is u nderstood there will be 
allowances in the budget for contracting out some of the functions such as 
marketing and promotions.  He noted there is a 90 -day notice in the contract 
where either party can terminate the agreement.  
 
Responding to a question from McShane, Pastue stated the allowances for  
contracting out some of the work are additional to Mr. Gajewski's base salary.  
 
McShane would like a comparison of what the DDA was spending on the market 
versus what the city will now be spending.  
 
Pastue pointed  out the market will pay for itself.  He also indicated a budget will 
be provided.  
 
Motion to approve a two - year agreement with Walt Gajewski to serve as 
the Farmington Farmers and Artisans Market General Manager.  [SEE 
ATTACHED AGREEMENT].  
 
The votes were  taken in the following order: McShane, Schneemann, Scott, 
Galvin.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Jeff Scott, Councilmember  
AYES:  William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Steve Schneemann, Jeff 

Scott  
ABSENT:  Greg Cowley  

7 . Consideration to Extend Purchase Agreement with Cypress Partners for 
Purchase of Old Courthouse Property  
City Administration advised a request was received from Balfour Farmington LLC 
to extend the period for submittal of a planned unit development for an 
additional 90 days.  
 
Motion to approve a 90 - day extension to the Sale of Land Agreement 
between the City of Farmington and Balfour Farmington LLC; and to 
allow the City Attorney to amend language in Paragraph 4 of the 
agreement regarding the Planned Uni t Development (PUD) application. 
[SEE ATTACHED AGREEMENT] . 
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RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Jeff Scott, Councilmember  
AYES:  William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Steve Schneemann, Jeff 

Scott  
ABSENT:  Greg Cowley  

9.  DEPAR TMENT HEAD COMMENTS  
Halberstadt noted the success of the recent tree lighting event at the Warner 
Mansion sponsored by the Jaycees.  
 
Eudy indicated his department with reduced staff survived their first snow event. He 
noted progress is being made on the ic e rink.  
 
Schulz spoke about the challenges his department faced with the recent snow 
storm.  He indicated drivers responded appropriately to the inclement weather.  

10.  COUNCIL COMMENT  
Schneemann echoed Halberstadt's comments regarding the tree lighting at the 
Warner Mansion.  He stated it was a delightful event and encouraged the 
community to attend next year and visit downtown restaurants afterwards.  
 
Galvin spoke about ongoing redevelopment in Farmington.  He pointed out that we 
are all promoters of this  city.  He encouraged anyone who has an idea on how to 
redevelop a property to contact the city. He stated it is a good time to be living in 
Farmington and next year will be a very good year for redevelopment.  

11.  ADJOURNMENT  

1 . Motion to adjourn the meeti ng.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Steve Schneemann, Jeff 

Scott  
ABSENT:  Greg Cowley  

The meeting adjourned at 8:46 PM.  

  
Mayor William Galvin   
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Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk    
 
 
Approval Date: ______________________  
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 Special Study Session  City Council  Meeting  
7:00 PM , MONDAY,  JANUARY 6,  2014  

City Council Chambers  
23600 Liberty Street  

Farmington, MI  48335  

 

DRAFT  

 

SPECIAL STUDY SESSIO N MEETING MINUTES  
 

City of Farmington  Page 1 Updated 1/10/2014 2:33 PM  

A Special Study Session  meeting  of the Farmington City Council was held on 
January 6, 2014 , in City Council Chambers , 23600 Liberty Street , Farmington , MI . 
Notice of the meeting was posted in compliance with Public Act 267 -1976.  
 
The meeting was called to  order at 7:00 PM by Mayor William Galvin . 

 

1.  ROLL CALL  
Attendee Name  Title  Status  Arrived  
Greg Cowley  Councilmember  Present   
William Galvin  Mayor  Present   
JoAnne McShane  Councilmember  Absent   
Steve Schneemann  Mayor Pro Tem  Present   
Jeff Scott  Counci lmember  Present   

2.  APPROVAL OF  AGENDA  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Jeff Scott, Councilmember  
AYES:  Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott  
ABSENT:  McShane  

3.  PUBLIC COMMENT  
No public comment was heard.  

4.  WINE SAMPL ING AT FARMERS MARKE T 

1 . Discussion -  Wine Sampling at Farmers Market  
Pastue distributed a written overview provided by Market Master Gajewski 
regarding the background, process, and requirements of providing wine 
sampling and sales at the Farmers Market.   
 
Pastue advised the city would set the parameters for establishing wine sampling 
and sales, including a requirement that the Market Master and Public Safety 
would sign off on applications.  He confirmed the market would allow Michigan 
wineries only.  
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Cowl ey expressed the importance of closely monitoring the amount of individual 
wine samples served.  
 
Discussion followed regarding the number of wineries allowed at the market 
during the year.  
 
Discussion continued regarding the risk and insurance coverage fo r this activity.  
 
Council expressed support for wine sampling and sales at the market.  

5.  MOTION TO AMEND THE AGENDA  

1 . Motion to amend the agenda adding DISCUSSION -  SMART MILLAGE 
RENEWAL as  Item No. 9.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Co uncilmember  
SECONDER:  Jeff Scott, Councilmember  
AYES:  Greg Cowley, William Galvin, Steve Schneemann, Jeff Scott  
ABSENT:  JoAnne McShane  

6.  BOARD AND COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT PROCESS  

1 . Discussion -  Board and Committee Appointment Process  

City Administration re commended streamlining the board and committee 
appointment process.  The recommendation is for the Mayor to take a greater 
role in the process.  
 
Pastue provided a written statement from Councilmember McShane concerning 
the Board and Committee appointment p rocess which read as follows:  
 

I feel we should not deviate from our long standing Farmington practice 
whereby the entire City Council interviews applicants to be considered for 
appointment.  
 
This best practice has been open and fair and has worked effect ively for 
many years. The Council gets to know who they are appointing as well as 
the public and the press because the interviews are scheduled at regular 
meeting times in conjunction with published City Council meetings.  
 
It has never taken much time to hold these infrequent interviews.  
 
By having only the Mayor interview and appoint the candidates, this 
proposed action could be viewed as subverting the Open Meetings Act.  
 
With one selected individual to interview and appoint applicants the process 
coul d limit diversity and possibly create bias.  
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The system we have for interviewing and appointing applicants by the full 
City Council does not take much time and has worked very well.  
 
Council discussed the process by which the Mayor would interview 
candid ates and make recommendation.  

 
Responding to a question from Cowley, Pastue confirmed this change 
would comply with the City Charter. He further confirmed Council would 
have the final vote.  
 
Galvin confirmed that with the proposed process Council would tak e 
action on his board and committee nominations.  
 
Schneemann expressed support for the current process by which the full Council 
conducts the interviews.  He stated this process allows councilmembers to hear 
different approaches to the candidates.  He unde rstands the importance of 
streamlining, but expressed a willingness to put in more time necessary for the 
interview process.  
 
Scott concurred with Schneemann and stated the current interview process 
provides councilmembers with a good understanding of the experience and 
background of candidates.  
 
Cowley pointed out that in the private sector Human Resources vets the 
candidates.  He does not believe Council needs to interview every candidate.  
 
Discussion followed regarding a process by which a regular time i s set to 
interview candidates and councilmembers can decide whether or not to attend.  
 
Pastue will put together a resolution to be presented at the next meeting that 
would set a regular time and process for conducting interviews.  
 
Schnneemann suggested the  resolution be written in such a way that the Mayor 
can go ahead and conduct an interview without Councilmembers present.  
 
Galvin spoke about his interview earlier that evening with Kathy Platzke for a 
position on the DDA board.  
 
Pastue advised Tom Buck i s also interested in serving on the DDA Board.  
 
Discussion followed regarding appointments to the Corridor Improvement 
Authority (CIA).  Mayor Galvin will appoint Scott to the Authority to serve in his 
place.  Pastue advised there are still two more openin gs available.  
 
Pastue discussed a vacancy on the Planning Commission.  He stated Steve 
Majoros who currently serves on the Board of Zoning Appeals would be a good 
candidate for that opening. He discussed other changes that could take place if 
that appointm ent occurred.  
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7.  GOAL SETTING SESSION  

1 . Discussion -  Goal Setting Session  
Pastue discussed the process for a goal setting session and requested Council 
set a meeting date for this purpose.  
 
Cowley suggested prior to the meeting councilmembers add comments  to the 
work plan format presented by Pastue.  
 
Council concurred to set a special meeting date of Saturday, January 25 th  at 
9:00 a.m. for the purpose of setting 2014/15 goals.  

8.  RESPONSE TO LETTER R EGARDING RETIREE HEA LTH CARE BENEFITS  

1 . Discussion -  Res ponse to Letter Regarding Retiree Health Care Benefits  
Pastue discussed a letter received by the former Clerk/Treasurer and two former 
City Managers regarding recent changes made to retiree healthcare and also a 
request for a potential increase to the pens ion benefit.   
 
Pastue advised the change in the retiree healthcare benefit involved moving 
retirees 65 and over to the Medicare Advantage Plan.  He stated before this 
change was initiated the City made sure there would be no loss in service or 
benefit to the retirees.  He advised this change that was effective July 1, 2013 
resulted in a $4 million reduction in liability.  
 
Pastue advised the city attorney will draft a letter of response to retirees.  He 
emphasized the city tried to stay within the spirit o f its commitment to retirees 
while at the same time recognizing the fiscal challenge of managing healthcare 
costs.  
 
Pastue discussed the pension retiree benefit reserve set aside by the Retirement 
System Plan. He advised the pension system is 95% funded, but noted that 
percentage changes with the volatility of the market. He recommended making 
no changes to the pension benefit.  
 
Discussion followed regarding the changes in the retiree healthcare plan.  
 
Responding to a question from Schneemann, Pastue state d he does not believe 
the changes constituted a breach of contract. He recognized this is a sensitive 
issue since retirees left the city with the understanding there would be no 
changes to their healthcare benefit. Schneemann requested a review of the 
cont ractual language.  
 
Responding to a question from Cowley, Pastue confirmed there is currently no 
surplus in the pension system.  
 
Discussion followed regarding the iron clad protection of pension systems under 
the state constitution.  
 
Discussion continued re garding what the letter of response to the retirees should 
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include. Council will have the opportunity to review the letter before it is sent.  
 
Schneemann expressed the importance of keeping within the spirit of the 
contract with the retirees.  
 
Galvin spoke  about ongoing changes in the health insurance market relative to 
the implementation of the Affordable Healthcare Act. Due to government 
oversight, insurance carriers can no longer operate as they have in the past.  

9.  DISCUSSION -  SMART MILLAGE RENEWA L 
Pastue advised the Oakland County Transportation Authority known as SMART will 
place a referendum on the primary ballot for a millage renewal.  He further advised 
communities can take action to withdraw from SMART by the end of January.  
 
Pastue recommended s taying with SMART for two reasons: the expanded services 
they have provided; and the formation of the Regional Transportation Authority 
which will likely allow for expansion of service. He pointed out in past elections the 
City of Farmington has always sup ported the SMART millage renewal . 
 
Discussion followed regarding past negotiations with SMART relative to service and 
the city's continued request for ridership numbers for Farmington.  Discussion 
continued regarding the benefits of the expanded service.  
 
Scott asked about assurances from SMART that the level of service will be 
maintained.  
 
Council requested inviting Steve Brown from SMART to an upcoming meeting to 
provide an update and future plans . 

10.  COUNCIL COMMENT  
Galvin offered Maria Putt, Farmington  resident and former city employee, an 
opportunity to comment.  
 
Ms. Putt stated she was present to gain a better understanding of the changes that 
have been made to retiree healthcare benefits.  
 
Pastue provided an explanation of the changes and an assuranc e that the benefits 
and service were comparable to what was previously provided. He stated there may 
be a difference in co -pays.  
 
 
Galvin read the following statement:  
 

A few years ago The New Yorker ran a cartoon that shows a dog in front of 
its computer that says "on the internet nobody knows you are a dog".  If 
you followed last year's election in the local media, you saw two different 
styles of media coverage.  The Observer , as objective reporting , with 
editorials or letters to the editor by citizens. T he Farmington Patch also has 
objective reporting, but it also allows for unedited user -based editorials and 
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Minutes  Farmington City Council  January 6, 2014  

City of Farmington  Page 7 Updated 1/10/2014 2:33 PM  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  Greg Cowley, William Galvin, Steve Schneemann, Jeff Scott  
ABSENT:  JoAnne McShane  

Council exited closed session at 9:15 p.m.  

12.  ADJOURNMENT  

1 . Motion to adjourn the meeting.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Jeff Scott, Councilmember  
AYES:  Greg Cowley, William Galvin, Steve Schneemann, Jeff Scott  
ABSENT:  JoAnne McShane  

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.  

  
Mayor William Galvin   

  
Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk    
 
 
Appr oval Date: ______________________  
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Attachment: Farmington Monthly Payments Report December 2013  (1448 : Farmington Monthly Payments Report, December 2013)
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Attachment: Farmington Public Safety Report December 2013  (1449 : Farmington Public Safety Monthly
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