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Design Element Study: !
Streets & Circulation !

Grand River Avenue and 
Farmington Road !

Downtown Farmington!
!
!

Hannah Peters!
UP 6210!

February 11th, 2014!
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Location and Layout !

  !!

The intersection of Grand River and Farmington Road, 1870!

•! Farmington is a suburb located North-
West of Downtown Detroit !

•! Adjacent to Novi, Livonia, Southfield and 
West Bloomfield!

•! The intersection of Grand River Ave. 
(East-West) and Farmington Road 
(North-South) is the main intersection 
in Downtown Farmington!

•! Grand River has four lanes east of 
Farmington and two lanes west of 
Farmington !

•! Farmington has two lanes north of 
Grand River and four lanes south of 
Grand River!

•! No left turn from southbound 
Farmington to eastbound Grand River!

•! On-street parking on Farmington north 
of Grand River and Grand River east of 
Farmington!

•! Extremely pedestrian friendly with 
brick crosswalks and widened sidewalks 
on Grand River!
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The Evolution of the Intersection !

!!!!!!!!!!!1905!

    1920!

•! Home to Farmington’s first CBD hub: 
businesses included merchant shops, 
dry goods, an undertaker, saw and 
grist mills and a dairy and cheese 
factory  !

•! Intersection sidewalks (on both 
roads) paved in 1872!

•! Businesses surrounding the 
intersection got electric power in 
1910!

•! Detroit United Railway (DUR) owned 
the dirt road with the original trolley 
tracks and didn’t sell it to the 
Oakland County Road Commission to 
be paved until 1928 !

•! The commission paved 2 lanes on 
Grand River for cars and on-street 
parking around 1930!

•! Cars traveling on the intersection 
had a top speed of 30; the speed limit 
today is 25 to promote walkability 
and a welcoming CBD!
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Physical Conditions!

•! Recently paved intersection with 
no potholes is great for car travel!

•! Brick paver-lined crosswalks that 
cross Grand River and 
Farmington Rd. make the 
community welcoming and 
pedestrian-oriented!

•! Clearly marked street signs fit 
historic motif !

•! Sidewalks on both roads are 
widened and lined with 
landscaping – a huge asset to the 
CBD!

•! Indented parking on Farmington 
and Grand River make the streets 
linkages to historic businesses!

•! Traffic lights and a low speed limit 
make the intersection a 
destination and not just a linkage!
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The Intersection as a Community Linkage!

•! Links three corners of commercial 
activity and one corner of green 
space!

•! North-South linkage to Farmington 
Hills (both directions)!

•! North-South linkages to 9 and 10 Mile!
•! East-West linkages to Orchard Lake 

Road and Drake Road!

•! Destination spots for many 
attractions including festivals in 
the summer and fall, farmer’s 
market shopping and parades!

•! Adjacent to city services including 
library, police and fire and city hall!

•! Built around pedestrian traffic in 
CBD!
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Current & Future Improvement Projects !
•! Streetscape phases 1 and 2 provided  

pedestrian-oriented boulevards on 
Grand River and Farmington Road, the 
neighboring Grove Street and Warner 
Street!

•! Increased sidewalk widths, brick 
pavers, city-maintained landscaping 
and indented street parking a huge win 
for Downtown Farmington!

•! Farmington Road between Grand River 
and Shiawassee future project: conflicts 
with SHPO stalled development !

•! Possible addition of a trolleybus to 
connect the intersection with 
neighboring stops, including the Riley 
Pavilion and Historic Warner Mansion 
would be a great way to reduce traffic 
congestion on weekends and promote 
the town’s historic character!

•! Addition of new parking along Grand 
River and behind Grove Street make the 
intersection more inviting to shoppers 
and travelers!

!
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