
 Regular City Council Meeting 
7:00 PM, MONDAY, MARCH 21, 2016 

City Council Chambers 
23600 Liberty Street 

Farmington, MI  48335 

 

 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

 

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 3/18/2016 1:38 PM  

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Roll Call 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. APPROVAL OF ITEMS ON CONSENT AGENDA 

A.  Consideration of Resolution to Accept Oakland County West Nile 

Grant 

 

B.  Proclamation: Child Abuse Prevention & Awareness Month 

 

C.  Public Safety Monthly Report-February 2016 

 

D.  Farmington Monthly Payments Report - February 2016 

 

E. Minutes 

1.   Minutes of the City Council - Special - Feb 1, 2016 7:00 PM 

 

2.   Minutes of the City Council - Special - Feb 15, 2016 6:00 PM 

 

3.   Minutes of the City Council - Regular - Feb 15, 2016 7:00 PM 

 

4.   Minutes of the City Council - Special - Feb 29, 2016 6:30 PM 

 

4. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA 



Agenda Farmington City Council March 21, 2016 

City of Farmington Page 2 Updated 3/18/2016 1:38 PM  

5. PUBLIC COMMENT 

6. PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. Recognize Valerie Hoffman, DDA Volunteer of the Year 

B. Legislative Update - State Representative Christine Greig 

C. Farmington Area Arts Commission Presentation 

D.  Presentation of Farmington Public Safety 2015 Annual Report 

 

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A.  Discuss House Bill 5232 Relating to Local Historic Districts Act 

 

8. NEW BUSINESS 

A.  Special Event Request - Telangana Development Forum (TDF) – 

Detroit Chapter 

 

B.  Special Event Request - Bark in the Park 

 

C.  Consideration to Approve Construction Estimate No. 4 for the Twin 

Valley Pump Station. 

 

D.  Request to Approve Purchase of Two (2) 2016 Ford Police 

Interceptor Utility Vehicles 

 

E.  Resolution Updating the City of Farmington's 401(A) Plan 

 

9. DEPARTMENT HEAD COMMENTS 

10. COUNCIL COMMENT 

11. ADJOURNMENT 



Updated: 3/18/2016 10:26 AM by Melissa Andrade  Page 1 

 
Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
March 21, 2016 

 
Reference 
Number 

 

 
 
Submitted by:  David Murphy, City Manager 
 
Description:  Consideration of Resolution to Accept Oakland County West Nile Grant 
 
 
Requested Action:   
Move to adopt resolution authorizing the City Manager to submit a 
reimbursement request to Oakland County in the amount of $2,233.25 under the 
West Nile Fund program.   
 
 
Background:   
Beginning in 2003, Oakland County has provided funding to local units of 
government to address concerns related to the West Nile Virus.  This year, the 
City will receive $2,233.25 Based on actual expenses.   
 
City staff has received approval from Oakland County to purchase briquettes that 
would be placed in catch basins throughout the City.  Standing water in catch 
basins is a primary breeding ground for mosquitoes.  These briquettes would kill 
the mosquito larvae in the catch basin.  This is considered one of the most cost 
effective measures to address the problem of mosquitoes. 
 
In order to receive funding reimbursement for the purchase of the briquettes, it is 
necessary for the City Council to adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager 
to submit a reimbursement under the West Nile Virus Fund program.   
 

 

Agenda Review 
Review: 
David M. Murphy Pending  
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending 03/21/2016 7:00 PM 
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Updated: 3/18/2016 10:26 AM by Melissa Andrade  Page 1 

 
RESOLUTION NO. (ID # 2142) 

A RESOLUTION OF THE FARMINGTON CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER TO SUBMIT AN EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST UNDER 
OAKLAND COUNTY’S WEST NILE VIRUS FUND PROGRAM. 
 
 
WHEREAS, upon the recommendation of the Oakland County Executive, the Oakland 

County Board of Commissioners has established a West Nile Virus Fund 
Program to assist Oakland County cities, villages, and townships in 
addressing mosquito control activities; and  

 
WHEREAS, Oakland County’s West Nile Virus Fund Program authorizes Oakland 

County cities, villages, and townships to apply for reimbursement of 
eligible expenses incurred in connection with personal mosquito protection 
measures/activity, mosquito habitat eradication, mosquito larviciding or 
focus adult mosquito insecticide spraying in designated community green 
areas; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Farmington submitted a plan to place briquettes in catch basins 

throughout the City to kill the mosquito larvae in the catch basin; and 
 
WHEREAS, the plan was approved by the Oakland County Health Department; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Farmington has incurred expenses in connection with mosquito 

control activities believed to be eligible for reimbursement under Oakland 
County’s West Nile Virus Fund Program. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Farmington City Council authorizes 

and directs its City Manager, David M. Murphy, As agent for the City of 
Farmington, to request reimbursement in the amount of $2,233.25 for 
mosquito control activity in the manner and to the extent provided under 
Oakland County West Nile Virus Fund Program. 
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
March 21, 2016 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 2152) 

 
 

Submitted by:  David Murphy, City Manager 
 

Description:  Proclamation: Child Abuse Prevention & Awareness Month 
 

Requested Action:   
Adopt proclamation naming April as Child Abuse Prevention and Awareness Month as requested by The 

CARE House of Oakland County 

 
Background:   
The CARE House of Oakland County has asked the City of Farmington to join other Oakland County 

municipalities to declare April to be Child Abuse Prevention Awareness Month.  

 

The CARE House is a Non Profit 

 
Agenda Review 

Review: 
David M. Murphy Pending  
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending 03/21/2016 7:00 PM 
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CITY COUNCIL PROCLAMATION in RECOGNITION of 

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION AND AWARENESS MONTH 

 
WHEREAS,       abuse and neglect are suffered by children in our communities, regardless of age, 
                          race, gender, or economic situation; 
 
WHEREAS,       one in four girls and one in six boys will be sexually abused before the age of 18; 

 

WHEREAS,       this reported maltreatment is only a portion of the overall problem threatening  
                          our children, for so many cases go unreported, and today’s technology has  
                          brought with it a new and dangerous form of child endangerment, the online                          
                          predator; 
 
WHEREAS,      the devastating consequences of physical and emotional abuse of our children 
                         affects the community as a whole and finding solutions needs to be attended to  
                         by the community as a whole; 
 

WHEREAS,      the State of Michigan has mandatory reporting by professionals working with 
                         children of any suspected abuse and neglect incidences—a major step—but more 
                         is needed in the community; 
 

WHEREAS,      CARE House of Oakland County works to break the cycle of child abuse and 
                         neglect; provides a protective circle of light and hope for a better life; and  
                         advocates for the safety and protection of children; 
 

WHEREAS,      CARE House of Oakland County partners with community organizations and 
                         agencies to offer programs and services aimed at preventing child abuse and  
                         neglect, knowing that effective programs succeed because of the involvement 
                         and partnerships created among schools, social service agencies, religious and 
                         civic organizations, the business community, and law enforcement agencies; 
 

Children deserve to grow and thrive in an environment that nurtures and keeps them safe.  Therefore, I, 
Bill Galvin, Mayor of the City of Farmington, do hereby proclaim April as Child Abuse Prevention and 
Awareness Month in the City of Farmington, Michigan.  I call upon all citizens, community agencies, 
organizations, and businesses to increase their participation in our efforts to prevent the abuse of our 
children, thereby strengthening and protecting the community in which we live. 
 

                                                                              In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand  

                                                                              and caused the seal of the City of Farmington to   

                                                                              be affixed this 21 day of March, 2016. 

 

                                                                             ___________________________________________ 

                                                                              Bill Galvin, Mayor of the City of Farmington 
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Updated: 3/9/2016 3:24 PM by Frank Demers  Page 1 

 
Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
March 21, 2016 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 2140) 

 
 

Submitted by:  Frank Demers, Director of Public Safety 
 

Description:  Public Safety Monthly Report-February 2016 
 

Requested Action:   
Approve Farmington Public Safety Monthly  

 
Background:   
See attachment 

 
Agenda Review 

Review: 
Frank Demers Completed 03/09/2016 3:24 PM 
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending 03/21/2016 7:00 PM 
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
March 21, 2016 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 2150) 

 
 

Submitted by:  Amy Norgard, Controller 
 

Description:  Farmington Monthly Payments Report - February 2016 
 

Requested Action:   
Approve Farmington Monthly Payments Report - February 2016 

 
Background:   
See attachment 

 
Agenda Review 

Review: 
Amy Norgard Pending  
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending 03/21/2016 7:00 PM 
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 Special City Council Meeting 
7:00 PM, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2016 

Conference Room 
Farmington City Hall 

23600 Liberty St 
Farmington, MI  48335 

 
DRAFT 

 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 3/17/2016 12:07 PM  

A special meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on February 1, 2016, in 

Farmington City Hall, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting was posted in 
compliance with Public Act 267-1976.  

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor William Galvin. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Sara Bowman Council Member Present  

Greg Cowley Councilmember Present  

William Galvin Mayor Present  

Steve Schneemann Mayor Pro Tem Present  

Jeff Scott Councilmember Present  

City Administration Present 

Director Christiansen 

Director Demers 

Superintendent Eudy 

City Clerk Halberstadt 

City Manager Murphy 

Attorney Schultz 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Sara Bowman, Council Member 

AYES: Bowman, Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Sue Kahn, Farmington Hills resident, expressed concern regarding a recent Martin Luther 

King (MLK) event sponsored by the Multi-Cultural Multi-Racial Committee (MCMR).  Her 

concern related to one of the speakers, Dawud Walid, who is affiliated with the Council on 

American-Islamic Relations (CAIR).  She believes the presentation was one-sided and an 

opposing viewpoint should have been presented.  She would like to know how the cities of 

Farmington and Farmington Hills could let this happen.  She further asked why the speakers 

were not vetted for this program.  
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Minutes Farmington City Council February 1, 2016 
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Linda Stolberg, Farmington Hills resident, also expressed dismay at the MLK program, 

especially as one looks at the mission statement of MCMR.  She would like answers from 

City Council as to why this happened.  
 
Rachel Gallagher, 27820 Berrywood, encouraged Council to approve the proposed 

amendment to the Traffic Control Order when it comes before them later in the agenda.   

 

4. BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE PRESENTATION - LARRY KILNER 

Larry Kilner, Chair of the Beautification Committee, summarized the committee's mission 

statement.  He discussed the Sunflower Explosion theme they used last summer and its 

representation of the history of Farmington.   He spoke about a number of activities 

undertaken by the Committee including:  hanging flags in the downtown; planting five 

islands within the city; and the Beautification Award Program.  He noted the committee will 

sponsor the scarecrow contest this year.  He further noted others projects undertaken 

including: Christmas decorations and floats in the Founders Festival and Memorial Day 

parades.   
 
Schneemann thanked the committee for all they do for our community.  He stated they are 

an example of what makes this community great.  He asked regarding the location of the 

sunflowers in the downtown. 
 
Kilner responded the committee wanted to place them where they would be visible.  
 
Schneemann advised that it is important to designate certain areas for the sunflowers. He 

asked about the time period for the flags. 
 
Kilner responded they are hung by Memorial Day and removed sometime in early fall.  
 
Cowley thanked the committee for taking ownership of the scarecrow contest. 
 
Bowman expressed gratitude to the committee for all their efforts.  She loves “cabbage 

island” located at Grand River and Shiawassee.  She is happy to see the return of the 

scarecrow contest.  
 
Galvin would like to see cooperation with the American Legion regarding hanging the flags. 

5. PROCLAMATION 

A. Proclamation - Sudden Cardiac Death of the Young Awareness Week 

Mayor Galvin read a proclamation in recognition of Sudden Cardiac Death of the Young 

Awareness Week, February 1-6., 2016. 

6. CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE ESTIMATE FOR TWIN VALLEY 

A. Consideration to Approve Construction Estimate No. 2 for the Twin Valley 
Pump Station. 

Eudy discussed a request for approval of Estimate No. 2 for the Twin Valley Pump 

Station. He explained there was a delay in the project due to the need to order electrical 

panel components. 
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Minutes Farmington City Council February 1, 2016 

City of Farmington Page 3 Updated 3/17/2016 12:07 PM  

Motion to approve Construction Estimate No. 2 for the reconstruction of the 

Twin Valley Pump Station and authorize payment in the amount of $72,787.50, 

including 10% retainage, to Bidigare Contractors, Inc. 
 

The votes were taken in the following order: Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott, 

Bowman. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem 

SECONDER: Sara Bowman, Council Member 

AYES: Bowman, Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott 

7. CONSIDERATION TO AMEND TRAFFIC CONTROL ORDER 

A. Amend Traffic Control Order for North Parking Lot 

City Administration advised this item was tabled at the January 4th meeting to allow 

more time for further review.  It was noted that the traffic control order will not take 

effect until new signs are installed. 
 
Director Demers advised a time lapse camera was installed on the North Parking Lot for 

a 7-day period, January 8 -14, 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.  He stated the camera revealed that 

of the 12 spaces available, 5-7 vehicles remained parked beyond 3 hours. He stated 

through personal observation most of the vehicles belonged to business owners in the 

North Lot.  He noted one vehicle in particular never moves.  He stated this vehicle is 

owned by one of the apartment dwellers. He then showed the video from the time lapse 

camera.   
 
Bowman commented the time lapse video was compelling in terms of lack of parking 

turnover. 
 
Cowley expressed appreciation for the efforts of the Department of Public Safety.  He 

stated the video demonstrated there is no turnover in that area.  He noted it is the same 

story in other areas of the lot.  He made the following two points:  1) the North Lot is 

the only lot in the downtown that has 23% untimed parking spaces; and 2) it is literally 

a couple hundred steps for business owners and employees to park elsewhere.  He 

stated a priority of the Parking Committee is to move employees to remote areas to 

allow more parking for customers. 
 
Responding to a question from Schneemann, Demers stated there are four apartments 

on the North Lot. 
 
Responding to a further question from Schneemann, Murphy advised residents are able 

to park at the Masonic Temple or the Maxfield Training Center all day. 
 
Schneemann stated his only concern is for the apartment dwellers. He noted the city 

should support and promote downtown living.  He further noted the lack of parking close 

by could reduce the value of those apartments. 
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Minutes Farmington City Council February 1, 2016 

City of Farmington Page 4 Updated 3/17/2016 12:07 PM  

Scott confirmed with Demers that the nine spaces on the west side of the Village Shoe 

Inn is public parking.  He also confirmed that the angled parking east of the Grace 

Insurance building will be included in timed parking.  
 
Scott expressed support for a consistent policy on timed parking.  He opposed making 

exceptions for residents.  He is comfortable with the Traffic Order as proposed. 
 
Responding to a question from Galvin, Demers stated the handicapped spaces would be 

timed as well, consistent with State recommendations. 
 
Responding to an additional question from Galvin, Demers advised a location for a 

loading zone has been identified on the north side of the island.  He stated for residents, 

business owners, etc. who are moving, he will make allowances for drivers to back in 

their trucks. However, he emphasized that arrangements need to be made ahead of 

time.  He is willing to work with residents, etc. on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Galvin spoke about discussions he had with restaurant business owners regarding 

parking changes in the North Lot.  He stated they expressed concern regarding 

employees who need to walk back to their cars in the dark.  He asked Demers to 

address their concerns regarding safety.  
 
Demers responded that statistically it is safer to traverse the North Lot than to spend 

time in the businesses.  He stated his department has a strong business watch which 

includes the businesses on the North Lot.  He noted Sergeant Wash is in charge of that 

program and keeps in regular contact with business owners and DDA officials.   
 
Elizabeth Turtin, Parking Committee Chairperson, expressed appreciation that the safety 

concerns noted by business owners are being addressed.  She had no additional 

comments to what had already been stated. 
 
Galvin discussed the objectives of parking management.  He stated his pride in the 

Department of Public Safety, recognizing their exemplary customer service attitude.  He 

recognized the admirable job being done by Chairperson Turtin and her committee.  He 

encouraged the Parking Committee to continue monitoring downtown parking data for 

the city's short and long term parking goals. 

 

Motion to approve a traffic control order amendment to include three (3) hour 

time-limited parking in the public parking spaces along the far north row in the 

north municipal lot and the nine spaces located adjacent to the west side of the 

Village Shoe Inn; and the angled parking adjacent to the Grace Insurance 

building.  [SEE ATTACHED TRAFFIC CONTROL ORDER]. 

 

The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, Schneemann, Scott, Bowman,  

Cowley. 
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Minutes Farmington City Council February 1, 2016 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

AYES: Bowman, Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott 

B. Amend Traffic Control Order - Loading Zone 

1. Motion to approve a resolution to amend a traffic control order 

to provide a "15 minute loading zone" on the south side along 
the north curb of the island located in the North Municipal Lot. 
[SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION]  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

AYES: Bowman, Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott 

8. REVIEW FEBRUARY'S CITY CALENDAR 

Christiansen reviewed the February calendar with Council and highlighted upcoming 

meetings. 

9. OTHER BUSINESS 

Murphy requested feedback from Council on the proposed Special Event Policy.  He advised 

he would be away from his office for the remainder of the week. 

10. COUNCIL COMMENT 

Schneemann stated he was unaware of controversy surrounding the recent MLK event.  He 

would like to know more information regarding the concerns and the city's participation in 

the event. 
 
Murphy discussed an earlier MCMR meeting where there was controversy regarding the 

refugee crisis. He stated the city had no knowledge of the controversial speaker.  He will 

find out who secured the speakers and if any kind of vetting process was used. He stated 

MCMR seemed disorganized with no leadership.  
 
Schneemann asked why the city is involved if there is no leadership.  He stated the need to 

evaluate the city's affiliation with the group.  
 
Bowman spoke about her recent opportunity to be a guest of State Representative Christine 

Greig at State of State address in Lansing.  She discussed her ride along experience with 

Officer Miracle.  She stated the City has an amazing group of hard working officers. 
 
Galvin advised Council and City Manager Murphy toured the 47th District Court earlier in the 

evening.  He thanked Court Administrator Walsh and his staff for the tour.  

11. ADJOURNMENT 

1. Motion To Adjourn  

The meeting adjourned at 8:36 P.M. 
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Minutes Farmington City Council February 1, 2016 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem 

AYES: Bowman, Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott 

  
William E. Galvin, Mayor  

 
 

  
Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk   

 
 
Approval Date: ______________________ 
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 Special City Council Meeting 
6:00 PM, FEBRUARY 15, 2016 

Conference Room 
Farmington City Hall 
23600 Liberty Street 

Farmington, MI  48335 

 

DRAFT 

 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
 

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 4/7/2015 9:31 AM  

A Special meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on Monday, February 15, 
2016 in the Conference Room, Farmington City Hall, 23600 Liberty Street, 
Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting was posted in compliance with Public Act 
267-1976.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor William Galvin. 

1. ROLL CALL 

  
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
Sara Bowman Councilmember Present  
Greg Cowley Councilmember Present  
William Galvin Mayor Present  
Steve Schneemann Mayor Pro Tem Present  
Jeff Scott Councilmember Present  

City Administration Present 
Director Christiansen 
City Manager Murphy 
Clerk Halberstadt  
City Attorney Saarela 

2. APPROVAL OF  AGENDA 
 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 
SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 
AYES: Bowman, Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott 
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Minutes Farmington City Council February 15, 2016 

City of Farmington Page 2 Updated 4/7/2015 9:31 AM  

3.  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Lauren Underwood, 28109 Quail Hollow, spoke in support of keeping the Farmers 
Market on Saturday in its current location.   She believes Farmington has achieved 
something special with the Saturday Market. She stated it is a vital and vibrant part 
of the community.     
 
Charlie Copeland, 32190 Belvine Trail, Beverly Hills, a vendor of fruits and 
vegetables at the Saturday Farmer’s Market, expressed appreciation for the 
opportunity to participate in the market. He asked for continued support of the 
Farmer’s Market and the uniqueness of its products. 
 
Kathy Fusilier, 16400 Herman Road, Manchester, co-owner of Fusilier Family Farms 
and Greenhouse, stated she has been a vendor at the Farmers Market for twenty 
years. She expressed her appreciation for being allowed to participate in the 
market. She remarked on the friendships formed with other vendors and the 
uniqueness of the market.  She stated she would like some sense of stability on the 
viability of the market and would like to continue her working relationship with the 
community. 
 
Scott Robertello, 4245 Rogers Highway, Britton, stated he is co-owner of the 
Kapnick Orchards and longtime vendor at the Farmington Farmer’s Market.  He 
indicated the Orchards has a strong bond with the Farmington Market. He stated 
they have made a strong commitment to the City of Farmington to maintain a 
presence at the Farmer’s Market, as well as embarking on the Tuesday evening 
market as well.    He stated there is strong competition with other grocery stores or 
markets, but noted making a direct connection to the consumers is important to 
them.  He indicated the Farmer’s Market is a jewel of the City and believes the 
surrounding businesses benefit as a result of more customers in the downtown 
area.  

4. BOARD & COMMISSION INTERVIEWS 
A. Consideration to Appoint Suzanne Paul to the Farmington Community 

Library Board of Directors. 
 

Councilperson Bowman recused herself from participating in this agenda item given 
Suzanne Paul is her mother.  
 
Motion to recuse Bowman from participating on this agenda item. 
 

RESULT: APPROVED [4 - 0] 
MOVER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 
SECONDER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem 
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott 
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Council interviewed Suzanne Paul for a position on the Farmington Community 
Library Board of Directors. 
 
Motion to appoint Suzanne Paul to the Farmington Community Library 
Board of Directors to fill an unexpired term ending June 30, 2016. 
 

RESULT: APPROVED [4 - 0] 
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 
SECONDER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem 
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott 

 
Mayor Galvin welcomed Suzanne Paul to the Library Board. 
 

5. INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW OF CONTRACT – GOVERNOR WARNER 
MANSION DIRECTOR 
 
Clerk Halberstadt introduced Kim Shay and provided background on her education 
and experience for the job. 
 
Ms. Shay discussed her qualifications, having volunteered at the Mansion since 2009 
in various capacities. She stated the Mansion is both a great social and museum 
organization, equally important in community based relations.  She cited her 
experience at Wayne State University putting together exhibits. She received her 
Master’s Degree from in Anthropology and has been accepted into the Ph.D. 
program.   She also indicated she volunteers at the Holocaust Memorial Center. 
 
The floor was opened up for questions from Council.  
 
Schneemann stated he had previously spoken to Ms. Shay and had indicated to her 
that he felt the Warner Mansion is an incredibly valuable resource in the community, 
but still somewhat underutilized.  He then spoke about the importance of the 
Mansion being self-sustaining from a financial perspective. He encouraged Shay to 
pursue opportunities to bring in revenue and the like.  He stated he was thankful to 
have someone at the helm of the Mansion dedicated to its oversight. 
 
Shay spoke of how grants could play a major role in the sustainability of the 
Mansion and delineated the steps she would take in making the Mansion a qualified 
candidate for them. 
 
Cowley commented on Shay’s areas of study and stated he felt she had good 
leadership qualities and welcomed her talents. 
 
Bowman stated she was extraordinarily impressed with the diverse nature of Shay’s 
talents.  She liked the ideas expressed by the candidate and her passion for the 
Mansion.   
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Mayor Galvin thanked Shay and looked forward to introducing her to the 
community. 
 

6. DISCUSSION – TUESDAY FARMINGTON FARMER’S & ARTISANS MARKET  
 
Present:  Walt Gajewski, Director of the Farmers Market 
 
Galvin asked that the discussion be limited to the Tuesday Farmer’s Market only. 
 
Gajewski provided a handout on the metrics of the Tuesday Market.  He provided 
the data from the Tuesday market last year.  He stated expenses outweighed 
revenues by approximately $700, mostly due to some marketing and entertainment 
expenses. 
 
Gajewski stated he is asking Council to again approve the midweek Farmer’s Market 
for the 2016 calendar year. 
 
The floor was opened for questions from Council. 
 
Bowman stated she liked the Tuesday Market, but had concerns about its financial 
stability. 
 
Scott asked if the footprint will remain within guidelines of the PUD agreement and 
Gajewski responded yes.  Galvin asked Attorney Saarela to look into that and report 
back to Council. 
 
Cowley stated he had every confidence that the market would grow and would love 
to see the Tuesdays continue. 
 
Galvin stated he is on the fence about this issue and indicated the reasons why. 
 

7. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
No other business was heard. 
 

8. COUNCIL COMMENT 
 
Galvin stated that he would like to amend the regular Council meeting agenda to 
add Item 6 (b) introduction of Mr. Van Overloop, Fresh Thyme representative.  
 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

1. Motion to adjourn the meeting. 

3.E.2

Packet Pg. 38

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
F

eb
 1

5,
 2

01
6 

6:
00

 P
M

  (
M

in
u

te
s)



Minutes Farmington City Council February 15, 2016 

City of Farmington Page 5 Updated 4/7/2015 9:31 AM  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 
SECONDER: Sara Bowman, Councilmember 
AYES:  Cowley, Galvin, Bowman, Scott, Schneemann 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 

  
William E. Galvin, Mayor  
 
 
 
  
Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk   
 
 
 
 
Approval Date: ______________________ 
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 Regular City Council Meeting
7:00 PM, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2016

City Council Chambers
23600 Liberty Street

Farmington, MI  48335

DRAFT

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 3/16/2016 3:52 PM 

A regular meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on February 15, 2016, in 
23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting was posted in 
compliance with Public Act 267-1976. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor William Galvin.

1. CALL TO ORDER

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived
Sara Bowman Council Member Present
Greg Cowley Councilmember Present
William Galvin Mayor Present
Steve Schneemann Mayor Pro Tem Present
Jeff Scott Councilmember Present

City Administration Present
Director Christiansen
Director Demers
Superintendent Eudy
City Clerk Halberstadt
City Manager Murphy
Attorney Saarela
Treasurer Weber

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Dan Irvin, Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce, led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. APPROVAL OF ITEMS ON CONSENT AGENDA

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
AYES: Bowman, Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott

A. Accept Resignation of Carol Ahmed from the Commission on Children Youth & 
Families
B. Farmington Quarterly Court Financial Report - Dec. 2015
C. Farmington Quarterly Financial Report - Dec. 2015
D. Farmington Quarterly Investment Report - Dec. 2015
E. Farmington Monthly Payments Report
F. Public Safety Monthly Report
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G. Minutes

1.  Minutes of the City Council - Special - Dec 7, 2015 7:00 PM 

2.  Minutes of the City Council - Special - Dec 21, 2015 6:00 PM 

3.  Minutes of the City Council - Special - Jan 4, 2016 7:00 PM 

4.  Minutes of the City Council - Special - Jan 19, 2016 6:00 PM 

5.  Minutes of the City Council - Regular - Jan 19, 2016 7:00 PM 

4. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA
Motion to approve the agenda as amended, adding Item 6B - Bruce Van Overloop, 
Director of Operations for Fresh Thyme.

RESULT: APPROVED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Sara Bowman, Council Member
SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
AYES: Bowman, Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott

5. PUBLIC COMMENT
Mayor Galvin offered the following comments:

Before I open up the floor to public comment, I have some opening remarks.

I am sure many of you are here tonight to address City Council and your fellow 
citizens about the Farmers and Artisans Market on Saturdays at Sundquist Pavillion 
and Riley Park. Due to the overwhelming interest in this topic, I want to take this 
opportunity to hopefully clear the air and replace rumors with facts.

City Council is not reviewing any proposals to change our Farmer’s Market. No 
officials from the City have been authorized by City Council to discuss altering any 
agreements, community events or parking management. Action items are not 
under consideration.

Throughout 2014 and 2015 City Council, our administrators and attorneys worked 
to revise PUD and Easement agreements with KIMCO Realty. On January 27, 2015, 
over one year ago, City Council approved those agreements.

Separately, but along a parallel path, in 2014 we initiated dialogue within the city 
about creation of a Parking Committee. This was recognition that we must manage 
parking on a continual basis. The parking committee was established in 2015 and a 
system of ongoing, continual parking management is working.

Looking back, our revised agreements with KIMCO accomplished three over-arching 
objectives: first, it secured in place four events as we have traditionally enjoyed 
them - Art on the Grand, the Summer Founders Festival, the Harvest Moon Dance 
and the Saturday Farmer’s and Artisan’s Market. It is apropos to state that in 
Farmington, our Farmer’s and Artisans market is much more than fruits and 
vegetables. It is part of our heart beat. It is a community cultural icon. And through 
the generosity of the Sundquist and Riley families, we have converged a pavilion 
and park into that experience.
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Secondly, the previous PUD and Easement agreements with KIMCO were outdated 
and created barriers to economic development. The revised 2015 agreements make 
it easier for KIMCO to fill their properties with high quality stores. KIMCO is an 
important part of our central business district and these agreements support that. I 
want to compliment KIMCO. They repeatedly indicated they wanted to bring high 
quality merchants to Downtown Farmington.

The result is Fresh Thyme Farmer’s Market grocery store. We are thrilled they 
chose Downtown Farmington. Our citizens have wanted a high quality grocer for 
many years. Many people have contributed comprehensively to create an 
environment that will promote Fresh Thyme’s long term success in Farmington. In 
my mind, Fresh Thyme is the perfect match for Downtown Farmington.

The third item that stemmed from this was an acknowledgement that too many 
large events in the pavilion area may pose an obstacle for some businesses in 
Downtown Farmington. Council agreed that a formalized Event Policy and 
Procedures was needed throughout the city. Last week Council received a draft of a 
new Events Policy and we will finalize its approval in the coming weeks.

Our community has worked and planned for over a decade to make significant 
strides in Downtown Farmington. I believe we are currently prepared to reap the 
rewards of our efforts.

Public Comment is our portion of the meeting where you can address City Council 
and the general public with your thoughts or comments. Clerk Halberstadt has sign 
up cards. She will call your name in the order she received. Please speak into the 
microphone and state your name and address. We respectfully ask that you limit 
your comments to no more than 3 minutes. You can also feel free to appoint one 
person to speak on your behalf if several of you are in agreement.

Tom Buck, DDA President, noted the Downtown Development Authority Board is comprised 
of volunteers appointed by city council. They are legally semi-autonomous, with a mission 
focused on downtown development. He believes that vibrancy speaks to how we want the 
downtown to be engaging, interesting, and worthy of our patronage; success means good 
businesses and good business neighbors. He mentioned that the DDA's tasks include 
updating infrastructure, promoting downtown businesses, attracting people to visit and 
shop, and working collaboratively with council and staff. He acknowledged that the DDA is 
funded through business tax dollars. 

Mr. Buck discussed a document he drafted for the DDA board with the intent of creating a 
dialogue about how as a governmental body they will support their mission of business 
growth with respect to specifically promoting Fresh Thyme. He recognized that this draft 
document, relative to Fresh Thyme coming to town, might have caused quite a stir. He feels 
fortunate to be part of the growth plans of Fresh Thyme. He stated that Fresh Thyme is a 
major capstone of the visioning process conducted many years ago. He pointed out that 
Fresh Thyme will bring many jobs and customers to the city. He asked how do we make 
Fresh Thyme feel welcomed?  How do we balance the needs of the Farmers Market and 
Fresh Thyme? 

Mr. Buck believes that blaming Fresh Thyme for the limited parking and the economic 
development team for bringing this business to the downtown is not the right approach. He 
stated Council has assured the Market Manager and Market participants that this season is 
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confirmed. He would like all of us to work together to balance the needs of residents and 
businesses. He proposed using the five months before Fresh Thyme opens to find a win-win 
approach and to be proactive in finding a solution to the problems we face. He asked that 
we all come together to embrace, not attack, this new business. Let’s celebrate its grand 
opening and enjoy a great fall season where Fresh Thyme feels welcomed and on a path to 
success with us.

Joe Mantey, 33041 Grove St, owner of Cheese Lady, also representing The Chive Kitchen, 
truly respects everyone involved in this process. As a member of parking committee, he is 
aware of the changes to the south parking area with the time limit. He disagrees with Buck, 
thinks we should wait to see the effect of the Farmer's Market on Fresh Thyme before we 
make too many changes.

Scott Robestello, 4245 Rogers Hwy, Britton, MI, of Kapnick Orchards, does not feel 
threatened by Fresh Thyme. He believes that Fresh Thyme and the Farmer's Market can 
work cooperatively together.  He stated that vendors want a commitment that they will be 
there on Saturdays. He praised the Market Manager.

Jonathan Goetz, 7554 Riga Hwy, Riga, MI, is a vendor at market. He would like to keep a 
Saturday market. 

Johnny Roehrig, 32718 Grand River Ave, was present to speak on parking in the north lot. 
He expressed his concern for residents who live above the businesses and no longer have a 
place to park. He would like the city to issue parking permits.

Charlie Copeland, 32190 Bellunet Tr., Beverly Hills, MI, is a vendor at Market. He would like 
the market to stay as is. He thanks the community for allowing the market. 

Chris Gringas, 33318 Grand River, commented that he no longer has a place to park near 
his apartment. He feels it is reasonable to expect to be able to park near his residence.

Lydia Shannon, 33318 Grand River Ave, addressed the parking issue for residents. She 
would like to help businesses, as she is a patron, but feels residents should be able to park 
outside their building.

Pat Pheney, 22948 Hayden, expressed concern regarding why Council would not consider 
support for permanently locating the Farmers Market in the downtown on Saturdays. 

Alexander Steward, Livonia, Director of Swing Farmington, loves the Farmers Market. He 
believes the Pavilion is the best place for the market on Saturday. He stated that we need a 
community gathering place and the Pavilion was created for that. He is opposed to moving 
Farmers Market to Sunday as this is a family/church day.

Kevin Christiansen read a statement from Joe Yacks, 30812 Fink, who expressed support for 
the Farmers Market remaining in the pavilion on Saturdays.

Jo Cheadle, 33318 Grand River, commented that she can't park her car near her home. She 
expressed concern regarding walking long distances back to her apartment at night.
 
Stephen Goetz, Blissfield, MI, vendor at Farmers Market, wants to keep location and 
Saturday for market.
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Karlene Goetz, Riga, MI, expressed gratitude to the community for their support of the 
Market. She opposed making changes to the Market.

Audrey Salas, 33318 Grand River, loves living in Farmington. She believed the decision on 
timed parking in the north lot was not handled objectively. She would like to review data on 
which the parking decision was made. 

Jeff Hill, 33318 Grand River, commented that he shares a wall with the Civic Theater. He 
believes that the Parking Advisory Committee and City Council has made parking more 
difficult. He feels the problem is not turnover, but capacity. 

Maria Taylor, 23750 Gill Rd, expressed support for keeping the Farmers Market at the 
pavilion on Saturdays. She believes that the job of City Council is to do what is best for 
community. She discussed the differences between the Market and Fresh Thyme.
 
Lauren Underwood, 28109 Quail Hollow, Farmington Hills, expressed support for keeping 
the Farmer's Market at the pavilion on Saturdays. She does not believe Fresh Thyme is 
competition for the market. She would like to know what she can do to ensure there is a 
long term commitment to keep the market in the pavilion on Saturdays. 

Linda Chiara, 33630 Shiawassee, stated she has been a resident for 48 years.  She believes 
that people who patronize the market also patronize other businesses in the downtown. She 
has never had a problem parking. She asked Tom Buck, and the DDA, to leave the Market 
as is.

Kathy Fusilier, 16400 Herman Rd, Manchester, MI, is vendor and is not concerned with 
Fresh Thyme being there. She spoke about her long term investment in the Farmers Market, 
noting she has dropped out of other markets. She spoke in favor of keeping the Market at 
the Pavilion and on Saturday. She would like a long term commitment from the city 
regarding the market.

Emma Pasqualore, 23662 Cass Street, noted the market is a place to learn.

Dan Irvin, Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce, stated Council has consistently 
expressed support for the Farmers Market at the Pavilion on Saturdays. He witnessed 
Council’s effort to work with Kimco in support of the Farmers Market when working through 
the PUD with Fresh Thyme. 

Sherrie Stewart, 35835 West Thirteen Mile Road, Farmington Hills, loves the downtown. She 
is a vendor in the market and would like a long term commitment that the market will 
remain in the pavilion on Saturdays. 

Ryan Kmieciak, 34199 State St., is a vendor at market. He believes there is a 
communication problem within the city. He expressed support for keeping market as is. 

Suzette Wright, 4970 Canyon Oaks, is a vendor at the market. She expressed support for 
the market. She believes that moving the market will affect sales.

John Hatfield, of Springbrook Gardens, expressed support for keeping the Farmers Market 
at the pavilion on Saturdays. He gave a brief history of the origins of the Farmers Market.

David Judge, 23708 Warner Street, spoke about building the pavilion in the heart of the 
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community. He believes that everything will work out in a positive light and everything will 
be ok. He is in support of keeping the Farmers Market on Saturdays at the Pavilion.

6. PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. Todd Lipa - Afterschool Youth Program
Present: Todd Lipa, Director of Youth and Family Services

Mr. Lipa discussed the history and program content of the After School Program, and the 
children they are serving.

Council expressed appreciation to Mr. Lipa for the success of the After School Program 
and its impact on the children in this community.

B. Van Overloop - Director of Operations of Fresh Thyme
Christiansen introduced Bruce Van Overloop, Director of Operations for Fresh Thyme

Van Overloop spoke about the Fresh Thyme culture and its efforts to embrace the 
communities in which they are located.  He stated their intention to become a part of 
the Farmington community.

Cowley expressed Council support for Fresh Thyme locating in the downtown. He noted 
community surveys have shown that the number one thing people want in Farmington is 
a grocery store.  He noted Council's resolve to address the parking issue and further 
noted the Farmers Market will remain at the pavilion on Saturdays. 

Schneemann expressed his appreciation that Fresh Thyme chose to locate in 
Farmington. 

Bowman is excited about Fresh Thyme coming to Farmington.  She believes they will 
blend nicely into the downtown.

Scott thanked Mr. Van Overloop for attending the meeting.  He noted Council worked 
hard to locate Fresh Thyme in the downtown.  He stated through the Planned Unit 
Development with Fresh Thyme they were able to ensure major events in the downtown 
would continue.  He asked Mr. Van Overloop if he saw a problem with the Farmers 
Market continuing at the pavilion on Saturdays. 

Van Overloop responded that he did not believe there would be a problem and looks 
forward to working with the market.  He noted there are other Fresh Thyme markets 
where parking is an issue.  He stated it can be worked out. 

Scott noted Fresh Thyme elected to locate in the downtown knowing what activities 
would take place throughout the year.  He stated the rumors of the demise of the 
market are greatly exaggerated.

Galvin viewed Fresh Thyme as an expansion of the Farmers Market.  He asked Mr. Van 
Overloop how they will fit into the downtown.

Van spoke about Fresh Thyme as a niche market and their desire to be part of the 
community. He stated Fresh Thyme will be an extension of the downtown and they are 
honored to be part of it.  
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Galvin noted Council did not leave a stone unturned in working with Kimco                                                                                                                                          
to bring Fresh Thyme to downtown.

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
No unfinished business was heard.

8. NEW BUSINESS

A. Consideration to Approve Payment to Oakland County Water Resource 
Commissioner (OCWRC) for the Emergency Replacement of the Nine Mile 
Retention Variable Frequency Drive (VFD) Pump Controls.
Council took a 10-minute recess at 8:55 p.m. and returned at 9:05 p.m.

Chuck Eudy provided background on the emergency replacement of the Nine Mile 
Retention Variable Frequency Drive (VFD) Pump controls.

Motion to approve payment in the amount of $33,849.27 to Oakland County 
Water Resource Commissioner (OCWRC) for the emergency replacement 
Variable Frequency Drive (VFD) at Nine Mile Retention. 

The votes were taken in the following order: Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott, 
Bowman.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
AYES: Bowman, Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott

B. Request Fiscal Year 2015/16 Budget Amendment
Motion to authorize Fiscal Year 2015/16 Budget Amendment in the amount of 
$18,139.00 for the emergency replacement of the Variable Frequency Drive 
(VFD) at the Nine Mile retention.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: Sara Bowman, Council Member
AYES: Bowman, Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott

C. Consideration to Approve Construction Estimate No. 3 for the Twin Valley 
Pump Station.
Director Eudy discussed a request for payment of Construction Estimate No. 3 for the 
Twin Valley Pump Station project.

Motion to approve Construction Estimate No. 3 for the reconstruction of the 
Twin Valley Pump Station and authorize payment in the amount of 
$143,100.00, including 10% retainage, to Bidigare Contractors, Inc.
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The votes were taken in the following order: Schneemann, Scott, Bowman, Cowley, 
Galvin.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
AYES: Bowman, Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott

D. Review of Bel-Aire Subdivision Preliminary CCTV
Eudy advised that at the November 16, 2015 Council meeting approval was given to 
Pipeline Management Co. of Milford, Michigan, to conduct preliminary CCTV Inspections 
of the sanitary sewer in the Bel Aire Subdivision.  Engineers at Orchard, Hiltz, and 
McCliment (OHM), have reviewed the 26 segments of sanitary sewer which were CCTV 
inspected.  Of the 26 segments inspected, nine will require at least one open cut repair 
prior to being considered for Cured in Place Pipe lining (CIPP).

Discussion followed regarding the actual work to be done and how it would proceed.

Motion to authorize Orchard Hiltz and McCliment (OHM) to develop a bid 
package for the open cut sewer repairs.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
AYES: Bowman, Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott

E. Consideration to Approve Special Event Permit - Farmington Brewing 
Company St. Patrick’s Day Food Vendor
Present:  Jason Schlaff and Jason Hendricks, co-owners of the Farmington Brewing 
Company

Schlaff advised they have friends who are opening a catering service and would like their 
coming out party held at the Brewery.  He believes St. Patrick's Day is a good fit for 
providing this day long service.  He noted previous similar events have been successful.  
He stated they will insure the event for a $1,000,000 city bond.

Responding to a question from Bowman, Schlaff stated the fully-equipped catering truck 
would be located in the two parking spots behind their building and that sandwiches 
would be served inside the brewery.

Responding to a question from Scott, Schlaff stated he would like to see this type of 
food service event held on an annual basis.  

Attorney Saarela confirmed the motion before Council is for one day only.

Schlaff confirmed there would be no issue with the Health Department in serving the 
catered food inside the brewery.
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Schneemann asked if this type of annual event can be considered a Consent Agenda 
item in the future. 

Responding to a question from Galvin, Murphy stated that under the proposed Special 
Event Policy this type of item could not be placed on the Consent Agenda.  He noted, 
however, that a change in ordinance could allow for this.

Cowley expressed opposition to food trucks and does not believe they support a 
teamwork strategy in the downtown.

Schlaff stated they have approached restaurants in the downtown multiple times to 
provide catering service to their establishment, but received little or no interest.

Galvin expressed concern regarding allowing mobile trucks in the downtown that could 
hurt other local businesses.

Responding to a question from Galvin, Attorney Saarela stated the Standards for 
Issuance are used as a basis for determining whether the request for a permit is 
appropriate.

Schlaff questioned why they need approval for the food truck since it will be located on 
private property.

Attorney Saarela responded a food truck is not a permitted use given that this property 
is not zoned for food service.

Discussion followed regarding permitted use for the restaurant and why a food truck 
must be approved.

Schneemann commented that he read through the Standards of Issuance and did not 
see that any of the nine items were in conflict with the request before Council.

Discussion followed regarding a variety of ordinances available that cover mobile food 
vending.

Bowman confirmed that approval of the special event request is for a one time event.

Motion to approve a special event request from Farmington Brewing Company 
to have a food truck parked outside its establishment on St. Patrick's Day, 
March 17, 2016, from 10 a.m. until 10 p.m.

RESULT: APPROVED [3 TO 2]
MOVER: Sara Bowman, Council Member
SECONDER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem
AYES: Sara Bowman, Steve Schneemann, Jeff Scott
NAYS: Greg Cowley, William Galvin

F. Consideration to Approve Contract - Governor Warner Mansion Director
City Clerk Halberstadt provided the background on a request for Council approval of a 
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contract with Kim Shay to serve as the Director of the Governor Warner Mansion.
Kim Shay was present to discuss her background and experience and answer Council 
questions. 
Responding to a question from Scott, Saarela stated the bonus structure of the contract 
is based on new funding sources.
Responding to an additional question from Scott, Weber stated the other two 
independent contracts with the city provide for compensation to be paid in advance.
Motion to approve a one-year contract with Kimberly Shay to serve as Director 
of the Governor Warner Mansion, subject to final review and approval by the 
City Attorney.[SEE ATTACHED AGREEMENT].
The votes were taken in the following order: Scott, Bowman, Cowley, Galvin, 
Schneemann.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
AYES: Bowman, Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott

9. DEPARTMENT HEAD COMMENTS
Weber discussed the process and options for payment of property taxes.  He indicated the 
City has already received 96% of what was billed.

Eudy indicated things are going well in his department.

Christiansen discussed new interest in the courthouse property; dialogue continues 
regarding the Maxfield Training Center property; and noted the River Walk of Farmington 
development has sold out. 

Demers commented he will present his department's annual report at the next City Council 
meeting.

Halberstadt commented on the upcoming Presidential Primary Election on March 8th.  She 
announced a new series that will be presented at the Mansion called "Pages in the Parlour."

10. COUNCIL COMMENT
Schneemann urged Council to make consolidating the north lot a priority in order to make 
more parking available for merchants and residents.  He recognized the importance of a 
parking policy and parking management.  He stated Council may want to consider 
earmarking four spaces for residents. 

Schneemann stated the city needs a comprehensive policy on mobile vendors.  He was 
happy to see a representative from Fresh Thyme at the meeting expressing enthusiasm for 
becoming part of the community and their proximity to the Farmers Market.  He noted 
earlier that the Mayor had confirmed the city has a contractual agreement that the Farmers 
Market will remain at the pavilion on Saturdays.

Schneemann encouraged people to do their due diligence when using social media and 
making sure they have the facts.
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Bowman commented that a lot of time and effort went into parking management.  She 
recommended a community outreach regarding timed and untimed parking. She suggested 
the city could increase its public relations in order to get in front of any misinformation 
circulating in the community regarding city issues.  She would be happy to speak to anyone 
regarding concerns they may have with the city.

Scott commented that he hopes everyone is comfortable going forward regarding the status 
of the Farmers Market.  He stated councilmembers are strong believers in the market.  With 
regard to parking, he stated there is no question that the city needs to increase capacity.  
He noted the low hanging fruit is the private sector.  He advised the public cannot always 
look to government to pay for parking.  He recommended residents seek permits from 
private lot owners.

Cowley advised the social media dilemma should have never happened.  He expressed 
dismay at the negative comments regarding Fresh Thyme moving into the downtown.  He 
discussed the data from the Walker Study regarding parking in the downtown.  He further 
discussed recommendations by the Parking Committee including 3-hour timed parking.  He 
stated Fresh Thyme will be a huge win for the downtown.

Cowley advised the Parking Committee is looking to convert private parking to public 
parking, but that option has almost been exhausted.  He noted Salem Church will allow 
parking in their lot other than on Sundays and during special events.  They are looking to 
add surface parking including non-strategic assets along Grand River and Farmington Road.  
He continued to discuss issues related to parking.  He noted the Downtown Volunteer 
Appreciation event will be held at Cowley's on March 8th.

Galvin clarified that he is not anti-food truck.  He stated the Downtown Development 
Authority is concerned about mobile merchants and their impact on local businesses. He 
noted Council will be reviewing a proposed Special Events policy that will provide more 
structure in approving events. His concern is regarding zoning of food trucks and their 
proximity near businesses.
He recommended adding discussion of mobile merchants to the upcoming joint meeting 
with the DDA scheduled for February 22nd.  

Galvin suggested Council set up an outreach booth at the Farmers Market sometime over 
the course of the coming market season.

11. ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 10:39 p.m.
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
AYES: Bowman, Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott

William E. Galvin, Mayor

Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk

Approval Date: ______________________
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DRAFT 

JOINT MEETING MINUTES 
FARMINGTON HILLS CITY COUNCIL 

FARMINGTON CITY COUNCIL 
FARMINGTON BOARD OF EDUCATION 

FARMINGTON HILLS GOLF CLUB-GREEK ISLAND 
FEBRUARY 29, 2016 – 6:30PM 

 
The Special Joint meeting of the Farmington and Farmington Hills City Councils and Farmington Board 
of Education was called to order by Mayor Massey at 6:40pm. 
 
Mayor Massey welcomed everyone to the meeting and each the respective entities introduced their staff 
and Council members and Board Members present. 
 
Present at the meeting: 
Farmington Board of Education Members:   President Howard Wallach, Vice President Sheilah Clay, 
Jessica Cummings, Terry Johnson, Murray Kahn, David Turner and Terri Weems   
 
Absent:  None. 
 
Farmington Public Schools Representatives:  George Heitsch, Superintendent and Jon Riebe, Director 
of Facilities Management  
 
Farmington Hills City Council Members:  Mayor Ken Massey, Mayor Pro-Tem Valerie Knol, Michael 
Bridges, Randy Bruce, Richard Lerner, Theresa Rich and Samantha Steckloff  
 
Absent:  None. 
 
Farmington Hills City Representatives:  Dave Boyer, City Manager and Pam Smith, City Clerk 
 
City of Farmington Council Members:    Mayor Pro-Tem Steve Schneemann, Jeffrey Scott and Sara 
Bowman 
 
Absent:  Mayor William Galvin and Greg Cowley 
 
City of Farmington Representatives:  David Murphy, City Manager and Sue Halberstadt, City Clerk 
 
FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS UPDATE 
Superintendent Heitsch commented that there is a lot of activity in the Farmington Public Schools that 
includes building closures and repurposing, building upgrades for several schools and the purchase of 
new buses and new technology in the form of chrome books for student use.  He noted that the 2015/16 
budget is revenue positive, which required significant budget cuts in order to do so.  Dr. Heitsch stated 
that transportation and custodial services is a topic of discussion and the administration is reviewing the 
option of a 3rd party contractor to provide those services.   
 
Dr. Heitsch explained that a Building Site Utilization Committee was formed to review the need for 
building closures and/or building repurposing due to declining enrollment.  The discussion by the 
Committee included the elimination of 1 middle school and 1 high school, which they will be made 
public tomorrow night at the School Board meeting.  He stated that 5 community forums were held on 
this issue. 
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Farmington and Farmington Hills Councils 
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February 29, 2016 
Page 2 of 5 
 
Dr. Heitsch reviewed various stats including the school systems first IB diploma graduate, a 90% 
graduation rate (higher than the state average) with 700 students taking at least one AP exam. He also 
mentioned that the National PTA School of Excellence Award was presented to both Lanigan and 
Highmeadow Schools. 
 
COMMUNITY HEALTH COMMISSION 
Mayor Massey stated that Councilmember Steckloff had come to Council with the idea of creating a 
Community Health Commission and has since put together a proposal with Councilmember Lerner. 
 
Farmington Hills Councilmembers Lerner and Steckloff presented their proposal for a Community Health 
Commission that would provide education and resources for available health programs and seek 
opportunities for grant funding.   
 
Ms. Steckloff discussed stats from the 2010 State Death Registry and commented on the increase in 
poverty and homelessness in the communities and the strong correlation between poverty levels and 
health.  Ms. Steckloff views the Commission as one that would encourage participation in programs such 
as CPR classes and promote education and reduction of substance abuse and information regarding 
mental health issues. 
 
Boardmember Weems inquired if there were any contributing factors identified for the statistics provided.   
 
Ms. Steckloff commented that the community assessment conducted by Botsford/Beaumont Hospital 
provides a lot of that information and the causes of each death.  She originally felt that perhaps it was due 
to an aging community but that was not necessarily the case.  She added that the assessment is available 
on-line at www.botsford.org. 
 
Councilmember Bridges inquired if it is anticipated that there would be programming and resources made 
available through the Commission together with sponsored events and educational opportunities. 
 
Mayor Massey stated that there are many programs that already exist, but not a lot of coordination 
between the programs.  It was felt the Commission would provide an opportunity to review redundancies 
and gaps with regard to health care programs. 
 
Ms. Steckloff agreed that this is a great opportunity for collaboration between the communities and 
programs already available and that there would be plenty of educational opportunities. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Schneemann inquired about the make-up of the Commission.  Mr. Lerner responded that 
the proposal is still in the draft phase but there would definitely be key stakeholders such as the cities, 
hospitals and schools. 
 
Board member Kahn liked the idea of the Commission but inquired about potential liability with regard to 
medical testing, etc.   
 
Ms. Steckloff stated that they would have experts involved to conduct any medical testing. 
 
Vice President Clay commented that after going through the screenings and test, people may discover that 
they need medical treatment and she feels it would be important to refer them back to their own 
physician. 
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Mayor Pro-Tem Knol explained that the idea for the Commission would be to coordinate the programs 
and testing that already exist and then seek grant opportunities to assist with funding these programs. 
 
Councilmember Bridges felt the education component was critical to make sure that the youth have 
access to resources they need to be successful in school. 
 
Councilmember Rich felt that it was worthwhile to review this Commission as a model to bring the 
various groups and programs together. 
 
Item #6 on the Agenda was moved up to be discussed at this time as it related to the current topic. 
 
CPR 
Councilmember Lerner noted that CPR has now been included in the 9th grade health curriculum in the 
Farmington Public Schools. 
 
Mayor Massey reported that the school districts where CPR was part of the curriculum had 3 to 4 times 
higher survival rates.  By adding this into the school curriculum it will reach every student that is taking a 
health care course, which is about 90% of the students.  He noted that there are fewer out-of-hospital 
events due to the education of symptoms and it also provides students with a new skill set.   He stated that 
27 states require CPR training as part of graduation requirements and there are currently Bills in the 
House and Senate that may soon make this a requirement in Michigan.  Mayor Massey suggested hosting 
a city-wide CPR Day as a community event.  He applauded the schools for helping the communities get 
this into the school curriculum. 
 
Mr. Lerner spoke of the current F2H Fit program that is a collaborative effort amongst community groups 
to promote and participate in a healthy lifestyle.  He stated that this program will continue and they are 
reviewing ways to include new technology such as Fitbit.   F2H Fit also hosts the Drugs 101 program that 
is in its 3rd year in the schools with the next class to be held April 18th at North Farmington.  
 
Mayor Massey mentioned that the after-school program received a grant so that all of the youth could 
obtain a Fitbit to study and track their activity levels.  He added that Farmington SAFE will continue and 
would also play a role under this new Commission if formed.  The next Farmington SAFE community 
forum is scheduled for April 27, 2016 at City Hall at 7pm. 
 
JOINT INTER-GOVERNMENTAL TASK FORCE 
Mayor Massey stated that at one time the communities and schools had come together to develop a Joint 
Inter-governmental Task Force to collaborate on programs and Councilmember Bruce was a member of 
that task force. 
 
Councilmember Bruce stated that the idea behind the joint task force was to collaborate on various 
programs that would in turn save money for the entities involved or at least be revenue neutral.  He stated 
that through efforts of the task force came the collaboration with Farmington for dispatch and IT services 
and the task force had also reviewed the idea of consolidation of benefits.  Dr. Bruce stated that the group 
fell apart, but he feels it is time to re-create this type of task force. 
Mayor Massey and Councilmember Bridges commented that during the Election process they heard from 
many residents that they would like to see the communities and schools work together and residents 
expect that cooperation.   
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President Wallach stated that he had no objection to re-creating the task force but felt it lost energy as 
there was no longer a great deal of progress being made.  As long as there is something to accomplish, he 
would not object. 
 
Board Member Kahn inquired about the communities’ relationship with businesses and OCC.   
 
Mayor Massey stated that Farmington Hills has good relationships with many of the large businesses, 
some of which are willing to financially support community programs. He stated that OCC has a new 
President and they are also facing financial challenges and seeking ways to save money so there may be 
ways to collaborate with them as well; but he feels it is up to the leaders of the communities and schools 
to lead the way and show that cooperation. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Schneemann stated that all of the groups here tonight are funded by the same tax payers 
and the community expects them to work together.  He suggested opening up the meetings to a broader 
range of community leaders with meetings held on a regular basis. 
 
There was a consensus to review the opportunity of re-creating the Joint Inter-Governmental Task Force. 
 
Mayor Massey suggested that the City Managers of both communities and Superintendent Heitsch meet 
to discuss this issue and to include one additional member of each group to begin brainstorming ideas for 
collaboration.   
 
The volunteers for the task force included Councilmember Bridges (Farmington Hills), Terry Johnson 
(Board of Education) and Sara Bowman (Farmington). 
 
Councilmember Bridges asked if the administrative staff of the schools could meet with the new President 
of OCC to see if there are any opportunities for collaboration with them.  Superintendent Heitsch stated 
that the school administration would do that. 
 
Mayor Massey thanked the public for attending the meeting.  He suggested holding a joint meeting 
between the City Councils and Board of Education twice a year with a meeting around February or March 
of each year and then again in possibly late September once school is back in session.  Mayor Massey 
stated that the schools have a lot of tough decisions ahead of them and voiced Council’s support. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Schneemann echoed those comments stating that Farmington is also supportive of the 
schools and sensitive to the discussions coming up.  He added that there are also many shared issues 
between Farmington and the schools with regard to property and that ongoing dialogue is important. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Mayor Pro-Tem Massey opened the meeting up for public discussion noting that each member of the 
public would have 5 minutes to speak. 
 
Bill Lubaway referenced an article in the Observer Newspaper and Letters to the Editor making negative 
comments about presenters at a recent Martin Luther King, Jr. event.  He stated that he listened to the 
recording of the event and felt that the meeting was taken over by the first speaker and was off track from 
there.  He commented on the lack of Board of Directors for the Multi-Cultural/Multi-Racial Committee 
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that sponsored the event and suggested that the group should be suspended until they have identified 
leadership. 
 
Ed Malesewski suggested consolidation of transportation services as well as facilities.  He feels there are 
too many buildings between the governmental entities. 
 
Becky Lasecki commented that she heard rumors of the Costick Center closing and suggested the idea of 
building a new recreation center.  She also commented on the number of incidents involving food 
allergies and suggested further education on that topic in the schools in conjunction with CPR. 
 
Sue Kahn thanked the government entities for hosting this joint meeting and stated that the school district 
needs to recognize how important it is for all of the groups to work together.  She added that health issues 
related to caregivers is another important topic that should be addressed.  She mentioned that she spoke to 
all 3 groups previously about the Martin Luther King, Jr. event and issues with MCMR, but her question 
as to how that happened still has not been answered.  She encouraged all 3 entities to continue this 
collaboration. 
 
Linda Stolberg applauded the efforts to work collaboratively.  She expressed concern with MCMR and 
one-sided views expressed from that group recently.  She spoke of the importance for the schools to 
represent intellectual diversity and stated that it is the responsibility of the communities and schools to tell 
the citizens how much funding is being provided to MCMR. 
 
Joan Grindel also noted her concern with the presentation on the Martin Luther King, Jr. event and that 
the views expressed were one-sided with nobody there to express opposing views.  She feels a 
moratorium for MCMR is a good idea. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:   
The meeting adjourned at 8:05pm. 
 
 
        Respectfully submitted by: 

Pamela B. Smith, City Clerk 
City of Farmington Hills 
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Updated: 3/10/2016 8:23 AM by Frank Demers  Page 1 

 
Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
March 21, 2016 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 2141) 

 
 

Submitted by:  Frank Demers, Director of Public Safety 
 

Description:  Presentation of Farmington Public Safety 2015 Annual Report 
 

Requested Action:   
 

Background:   
In past years, the City of Farmington has benefited from steep reductions in violent crimes, property 

crimes and public nuisances and has been recognized as being among the top safest City's in Michigan.  

Farmington Public Safety Director Frank Demers will provide a brief PowerPoint presentation of the 2015 

Public Safety Annual Report to City Council, highlighting crime statistics, changes within the organization, 

new crime prevention initiatives and other accomplishments throughout the year.   

 
Agenda Review 

Review: 
Frank Demers Completed 03/10/2016 8:24 AM 
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending 03/21/2016 7:00 PM 
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
March 21, 2016 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 2151) 

 
 

Submitted by:  David Murphy, City Manager 
 

Description:  Discuss House Bill 5232 Relating to Local Historic Districts Act 
 

Requested Action:   
 

Background:   
The Michigan Legislature has proposed new legislation, known as HB 5232, that would significantly 
alter Public Act 169 of 1970, known as the Local Historic Districts Act.  Attached is a summary of the 
legislation by the Michigan Historic Preservation Network, explaining the new limitations on local 
government authority to declare historic districts and significant changes to the review standards.  
Many communities that have adopted local historic districts under Act 169 have objected to the 
drastic changes in the legislation.  A copy of the actual proposed amendments in the bill is also 
attached. 
 
While the City of Farmington does have a local Historical Commission, and has established a Historic 
District, the process for creating that district did not follow or refer to Act 169 of the 1970.  Rather, the 
City’s Historical Commission appears to have been set up under the more general Act 213 of 1957.  
Unlike a local historic district commission created under Act 169, the City’s Historical Commission 
does not have binding review authority; it is a recommending body only.   
 
The Historical Commission has asked, however, that the City Council approve a resolution opposing 
the changes to the more formal Local Historic District Act.  This would fall within the City Council’s 
authority, if it determined to do so.  A basis for such a resolution, even if not specifically applicable to 
Farmington’s Historic District, could be the general idea of the loss of local control and local options 
for regulatory action. 

 
Agenda Review 

Review: 
David M. Murphy Completed 03/18/2016 9:54 AM 
City Manager Completed 03/18/2016 9:54 AM 
City Council Pending 03/21/2016 7:00 PM 
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
March 21, 2016 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 2146) 

 
 

Submitted by:  David Murphy, City Manager 
 

Description:  Special Event Request - Telangana Development Forum (TDF) – Detroit Chapter 
 

Requested Action:   
Move to Approve special event request for TDF- Detroit Chapter at Shiawassee Park scheduled June 
25, 2016. 

 
Background:   
The City received a special event request from Raj Gaddam, organizer for the Detroit Chapter of 
Telangana Development Forum.  The event Vanabhojanalu - “Indian Community Event” is scheduled 
for Saturday, June 25, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. in Shiawassee Park.    They expect approximately 200 people 
socializing and playing games; attendees will bring food and there may be some cooking. 
 
This is a non-profit organization created to organize seminars and community events to bring people 
of Telangana origin together to educate and discuss various problems they face as a people as well 
as provide cultural and family events to help strengthen community bonds. 
 
This will be the fourth year this organization is holding the event.  
 
City Administration is recommending approval of the special event request. 

 
Agenda Review 

Review: 
David M. Murphy Completed 03/16/2016 5:01 PM 
City Manager Completed 03/16/2016 5:01 PM 
City Council Pending 03/21/2016 7:00 PM 
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
March 21, 2016 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 2148) 

 
 

Submitted by:  David Murphy, City Manager 
 

Description:  Special Event Request - Bark in the Park 
 

Requested Action:   
Move to approve outdoor special event request Bark in the Park, Sunday, May 22, 2016, 11 a.m. - 4 
p.m. 

 
Background:   
 The City received a special event request from Farmington resident, Vera Lucksted to host “Bark in 
the Park,” a dog friendly event for animal lovers.  Ms. Lucksted has reserved the Riley Park Pavilion 
and anticipates about 100 guests with their pets to attend Sunday, May 22, 2016 from noon - 4 p.m. 
Set up will begin at 11 a.m. 
 
The event will have activities and competitions for the dogs and owners which will take place in the 
park area.  Vendors participating include animal rescue agencies, a veterinarian, doggie day care 
providers, and a food vendor. Vera has invited several downtown businesses to participate in the 
event:  

Tree of Life Holistic Center (participated previously)  

Peaceful Spirit Studio (participated previously)  

Farmington Voice (participated previously)  

Plaza Veterinary Hospital (participated previously)  

Michigan Pug Rescue (participated previously)  

Sunflour Bakehous  

Mother Mary's Toffee  

Main Squeeze (Farmer's Market vendor, FH based, participated previously)  

Tweet the Dog (Farmer's Market vendor, FH based, participated previously)  

Cake Luv (participated previously) 

 
The event held last August did not have incidents. 

 
Agenda Review 

Review: 
David M. Murphy Pending  
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending 03/21/2016 7:00 PM 
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
March 21, 2016 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 2143) 

 
 

Submitted by:  Chuck Eudy, 
 

Description:  Consideration to Approve Construction Estimate No. 4 for the Twin Valley Pump 
Station. 

 
Requested Action:   
Move To Approve Construction Estimate No. 4 with Bidigare Contractors Inc. in the amount of 
$97,700.00 with an increase of retainage to the maximum of ($36,993.50) which is 5% of the 
contract.   

 
Background:   
At the November 2, 2015 meeting City Council approved the bid from Bidigare Contractors Inc. of 
Northville Michigan for the reconstruction of the Twin Valley Pump Station.  The amount of the bid 
was $739,869.00. The existing Pump Station will not allow for the anticipated growth of the 
community in the area it services. 
Orchard Hiltz and McCliment (OHM) has recommended a payment of $97,700.00 with the retainage 
increased to the maximum 5% of the total contract.  To date the City of Farmington is holding a 
retainage of $36,993.00 of this contract.   Amount due to Bidagare Contractors Inc. is $97,608.35.   
Bidigare Contracting anticipates a mid-May completion date.    

 
Agenda Review 

Review: 
Chuck Eudy Pending  
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending 03/21/2016 7:00 PM 
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
March 21, 2016 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 2124) 

 
 

Submitted by:  Frank Demers, Director of Public Safety 
 

Description:  Request to Approve Purchase of Two (2) 2016 Ford Police Interceptor Utility Vehicles 
 

Requested Action:   
Approve Purchase 

 
Background:   
The public safety department requests the purchase of two (2) 2016 Ford Interceptor Utility Vehicles.  This request is for 

the FY 16/17 budget and the vehicles would not be purchased until after July 1, 2016.  The purchase is part of the 

ongoing replacement program for public safety vehicles.  Gorno Ford (Woodhaven, MI) has provided a list price of 

$25,585.00 per vehicle if ordered before April 1, 2016.  The request includes options similar to those police vehicles 

purchased in 2015. 

The 2016 Ford Interceptor Utility Vehicle was selected because of its proven cost-effectiveness and efficiency.  These 

SUV-style vehicles have been in use by the department since 2012.  Since that time, the department has enjoyed fewer 

maintenance and repair costs as compared to the Ford Police Interceptor sedan which was the previous vehicle of 

choice.  Officers have also reported that these vehicles have better overall handling.  The large cargo area is ideal for 

storage of fire gear, medical gear and other emergency response equipment. 

The SUV bid price from Signature Ford was $29,939 per vehicle.  Jorgensen Ford priced the vehicle at $26,497 per 

vehicle. 

Financial Impact 

The list price with options is $25,585.00.  The total purchase price for both vehicles is $51,170.00.  Although the FY 

16/17 Capital Purchase line includes a request for two (2) patrol vehicles, one of the vehicles will be paid for using 

funding from the drug forfeiture account (345-958.001).  Drug forfeiture has grown substantially over the past five 

years.  It is anticipated that the drug forfeiture account will continue to grow in the future as the department is now an 

Oakland County Narcotics Enforcement Team (N.E.T.) participating agency.  As a participating agency, the department 

receives cash disbursements from drug forfeiture assets administratively seized by N.E.T task-force officers. 

Attachments  

Farmington Public Safety Department 2016/17 patrol vehicle request 

Purchase Requisition 

 
Agenda Review 

Review: 
Frank Demers Completed 02/16/2016 1:12 PM 
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending 03/21/2016 7:00 PM 
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
March 21, 2016 

 
Reference 
Number 

 

 
 
Submitted by:  Chris Weber, 
 
Description:  Resolution Updating the City of Farmington's 401(A) Plan 
 
 
Requested Action:   
Move to approve the attached resolution updating the City of Farmington/City Manager 401(a) Money 

Purchase Plan, contingent on final review by City Attorney; and, appoint Treasurer Christopher M. 

Weber as Plan Coordinator. 

 
 
Background:   
The City of Farmington provides a defined contribution pension plan to its administrative officers.  This 

401(a) Money Purchase Plan is provided through ICMA.  The plan document needs to be updated to 

incorporate amendments for legislative and regulatory changes enacted since its last restatement in 

2006.  The amendments that will be incorporated relate to post-EGTRRA legislative and regulatory 

changes and Heroes Earnings Assistance and Relief Tax Act of 2008 (HEART).  Attached is the Plan 

Resolution, a Plan Update Overview, and the Adoption Agreement.  The updates to the plan do not 

change the level of benefit or the cost to the City.   

In addition, the Plan Coordinator is currently the Mayor of the City of Farmington.  Typically the 

Treasurer handles the day to day coordination of the plan. 

 

 

Agenda Review 
Review: 
Chris Weber Pending  
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending 03/21/2016 7:00 PM 
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RESOLUTION NO. (ID # 2149) 

See Attached. 
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ICMA RETIREMENT CORPORATION

GOVERNMENTAL MONEY PURCHASE PLAN & TRUST
ADOPTION AGREEMENT
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Money Purchase Plan Adoption Agreement                                                                                                                                             1

ICMA RETIREMENT CORPORATION 
GOVERNMENTAL MONEY PURCHASE PLAN & TRUST 

ADOPTION AGREEMENT

Plan Number  ___ ___ ___ ___

The Employer hereby establishes a Money Purchase Plan and Trust to be known as ______________________________________ 
(the “Plan”) in the form of the ICMA Retirement Corporation Governmental Money Purchase Plan and Trust.

This Plan is an amendment and restatement of an existing defined contribution money purchase plan.

 r Yes  r No

If yes, please specify the name of the defined contribution money purchase plan which this Plan hereby amends and restates: 
 
__________________________________________________________________________

I.     Employer:  _____________________________________________________________

II. Effective Dates

	 r 1. Effective Date of Restatement.  If this document is a restatement of an existing plan, the effective date of the   
  Plan shall be January 1, 2007 unless an alternate effective date is hereby specified: _________________ 

   (Note: An alternate effective date can be no earlier than January 1, 2007.)

	 r 2. Effective Date of New Plan.  If this is a new Plan, the effective date of the Plan shall be the first day of the Plan Year  
  during which the Employer adopts the Plan, unless an alternate Effective Date is hereby specified:  
  _____________________________________

  3. Special Effective Dates.  Please note here any elections in the Adoption Agreement with an effective date that is   
  different from that noted in 1. or 2. above.

   (Note provision and effective date.)

III. Plan Year will mean:

	 r The twelve (12) consecutive month period which coincides with the limitation year. (See Section 5.03(f ) of the Plan.)

	 r The twelve (12) consecutive month period commencing on __________________________ and each anniversary thereof.

IV. Normal Retirement Age shall be age _____ (not to exceed age 65).
 Important Note to Employers: Normal Retirement Age is significant for determining the earliest date at which the Plan may 

allow for in-service distributions. Normal Retirement Age also defines the latest date at which a Participant must have a fully 
vested right to his/her Account. There are IRS rules that limit the age that may be specified as the Plan’s Normal Retirement 
Age. The Normal Retirement Age cannot be earlier than what is reasonably representative of the typical retirement age for the 
industry in which the covered workforce is employed. An age under 55 is presumed not to satisfy this requirement, unless the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue determines that the facts and circumstances show otherwise. 

 Whether an age between 55 and 62 satisfies this requirement depends on the facts and circumstances, but an Employer’s good 
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Money Purchase Plan Adoption Agreement                                                                                                                                             2

 Whether an age between 55 and 62 satisfies this requirement depends on the facts and circumstances, but an Employer’s good 
faith, reasonable determination will generally be given deference. A special rule, however, applies in the case of a plan where 
substantially all of the participants in the plan are qualified public safety employees within the meaning of section 72(t)(10)(B) 
of the Code, in which case an age of 50 or later is deemed not to be earlier than the earliest age that is reasonably representative 
of the typical retirement age for the industry in which the covered workforce is employed.

V. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

 1. The following group or groups of Employees are eligible to participate in the Plan:

  ___ All Employees
  ___ All Full Time Employees
  ___ Salaried Employees
  ___ Non union Employees
  ___ Management Employees
  ___ Public Safety Employees
  ___ General Employees
  ___ Other Employees (Specify the group(s) of eligible employees below. Do not specify employees by name. Specific positions are   

  acceptable.) ________________________________________________

The group specified must correspond to a group of the same designation that is defined in the statutes, ordinances, 
rules, regulations, personnel manuals or other material in effect in the state or locality of the Employer.  The eligibility 
requirements cannot be such that an Employee becomes eligible only in the Plan Year in which the Employee terminates 
employment.  Note:  As stated in Sections 4.07 and 4.08, the Plan may, however, provide that Final Pay Contributions or 
Accrued Leave Contributions are the only contributions made under the Plan.

 2. The Employer hereby waives or reduces the requirement of a twelve (12) month Period of Service for participation.   
 The required Period of Service shall be (write N/A if an Employee is eligible to participate upon     
 employment)____________________.

  If this waiver or reduction is elected, it shall apply to all Employees within the Covered Employment Classification.

 3. A minimum age requirement is hereby specified for eligibility to participate. The minimum age requirement is ______ (not  
 to exceed age 21. Write N/A if no minimum age is declared.)

VI.  CONTRIBUTION PROVISIONS

 1. The Employer shall contribute as follows: (Choose all that apply, but at least one of Options A or B. If Option A is not  
 selected, Employer must pick up Participant Contributions under Option B.)

  Fixed Employer Contributions With or Without Mandatory Participant Contributions. (If Option B is chosen, please  
 complete section C.)

	 	 r A. Employer Contributions. The Employer shall contribute on behalf of each Participant _______% of Earnings or  
   $ __________ for the Plan Year (subject to the limitations of Article V of the Plan).

    Mandatory Participant Contributions 

				r are required r are not required

    to be eligible for this Employer Contribution.

	 	 r B. Mandatory Participant Contributions for Plan Participation. 

    Required Mandatory Contributions. A Participant is required to contribute (subject to the limitations of Article V  
   of the Plan) the specified amounts designated in items (i) through (iii) of the Contribution Schedule below:

			 r Yes r No
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Money Purchase Plan Adoption Agreement                                                                                                                                             3

    Employee Opt-In Mandatory Contributions. Each Employee eligible to participate in the Plan shall be given the  
   opportunity to irrevocably elect to participate in the Mandatory Participant Contribution portion of the Plan by  
   electing to contribute the specified amounts designated in items (i) through (iii) of the Contribution Schedule  
   below for each Plan Year (subject to the limitations of Article V of the Plan):

				r Yes r No 

    Contribution Schedule. 

    (i) ______% of Earnings,
    (ii) $ ________ , or
    (iii) a whole percentage of Earnings between the range of ______________ (insert range of 

    percentages between 1% and 20% inclusive (e.g., 3%, 6%, or 20%; 5% to 7%)), as designated by the   
    Employee in accordance with guidelines and procedures established by the Employer for the Plan Year   
    as a condition of participation in the Plan. A Participant must pick a single percentage and shall not have the  
    right to discontinue or vary the rate of such contributions after becoming a Plan Participant.

    Employer “Pick up”. The Employer hereby elects to “pick up” the Mandatory Participant Contributions1 (pick  
   up is required if Option A is not selected).

				r Yes  r No (“Yes” is the default provision under the Plan if no selection is  made.) 

  r C. Election Window (Complete if Option B is selected):
    Newly eligible Employees shall be provided an election window of ______days (no more than 60 calendar   

   days) from the date of initial eligibility during which they may make the election to participate in the Mandatory  
   Participant Contribution portion of the Plan. Participation in the Mandatory Participant Contribution portion of  
   the Plan shall begin the first of the month following the end of the election window.

    An Employee’s election is irrevocable and shall remain in force until the Employee terminates employment or  
   ceases to be eligible to participate in the Plan. In the event of re-employment to an eligible position, the   
   Employee’s original election will resume. In no event does the Employee have the option of receiving the pick-up  
   contribution amount directly.

2. The Employer may also elect to contribute as follows:

	 		 r A. Fixed Employer Match of Voluntary After-Tax Participant Contributions. The Employer shall contribute on behalf  
    of each Participant ___% of Earnings for the Plan Year (subject to the limitations of Article V of the Plan) for each  
    Plan Year that such Participant has contributed ____% of Earnings or $ _________. Under this option, there is a  
    single, fixed rate of Employer contributions, but a Participant may decline to make the required Participant  
    contributions in any Plan Year, in which case no Employer contribution will be made on the Participant’s behalf in  
    that Plan Year.

	 		 r B.  Variable Employer Match of Voluntary After-Tax Participant Contributions. The Employer shall contribute on  
    behalf of each Participant an amount determined as follows (subject to the limitations of Article V of the Plan):

     ____ % of the Voluntary Participant Contributions made by the Participant for the Plan Year (not including  
    Participant contributions exceeding ____% of Earnings or $ ________);

     

1  Neither an IRS advisory letter nor a determination letter issued to an adopting Employer is a ruling by the Internal Revenue Service that 
Participant contributions that are “picked up” by the Employer are not includable in the Participant’s gross income for federal income tax 
purposes. Pick-up contributions are not mandated to receive private letter rulings; however, if an adopting employer wishes to receive a 
ruling on pick-up contributions they may request one in accordance with Revenue Procedure 2012-4 (or subsequent guidance).
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Money Purchase Plan Adoption Agreement                                                                                                                                             4

     PLUS ______% of the contributions made by the Participant for the Plan Year in excess of those included in the  
    above paragraph (but not including Voluntary Participant Contributions exceeding in

     the aggregate ____% of Earnings or $ ______ ).

     Employer Matching Contributions on behalf of a Participant for a Plan Year shall not exceed
     $ ______ or ____% of Earnings, whichever is ___ more or ___ less.

3. Each Participant may make a voluntary (unmatched), after tax contribution, subject to the limitations of Section 4.05 and 
Article V of the Plan: 

	 		 	 r Yes    r No (“No” is the default provision under the Plan if no selection is made.)

4. Employer contributions for a Plan Year shall be contributed to the Trust in accordance with the following payment schedule 
(no later than the 15th day of the tenth calendar month following the end of the calendar year or fiscal year (as applicable 
depending on the basis on which the Employer keeps its books) with or within which the particular Limitation year ends, 
or in accordance with applicable law):

 _________________________________________________________________

5. Participant contributions for a Plan Year shall be contributed to the Trust in accordance with the following payment 
schedule (no later than the 15th day of the tenth calendar month following the end of the calendar year or fiscal year (as 
applicable depending on the basis on which the Employer keeps its books) with or within which the particular Limitation 
year ends, or in accordance with applicable law):

 __________________________________________________________________

6. In the case of a Participant performing qualified military service (as defined in Code section 414(u)) with respect to the 
Employer: 

    A. Plan contributions will be made based on differential wage payments: 

           r Yes   r No (“Yes” is the default provision under the Plan if no selection is made.)

     If yes is selected, this is effective beginning January 1, 2009 unless another later effective date is filled in here:  

    ___________________________________________________

    B. Participants who die or become disabled will receive Plan contributions with respect to such service:

         r Yes  r No (“No” is the default provision under the Plan if no selection is made.)

     If yes is selected, this is effective for participants who died or became disabled while performing qualified military  
    service on or after January 1, 2007, unless another later effective date is filled in here: 

    ____________________________________________________     
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Money Purchase Plan Adoption Agreement                                                                                                                                             5

VII.   EARNINGS

   Earnings, as defined under Section 2.09 of the Plan, shall include:

   1. Overtime

	 		 	 r Yes     r No

   2. Bonuses

	 		 	 r Yes    r No

   3. Other Pay (specifically describe any other types of pay to be included below) 
   
   

VIII. ROLLOVER PROVISIONS

   1. The Employer will permit rollover contributions in accordance with Section 4.12 of the Plan:               

	 		 	 r Yes    r No (“Yes” is the default provision under the Plan if no selection is made.)

   2. Direct rollovers by non-spouse beneficiaries are effective for distributions after 2006 unless the Plan delayed making  
   them available.  If the Plan delayed making such rollovers available, check the box below and indicate the later effective  
   date in the space provided.  

	 		 	 r Effective Date is ________________________________.

    (Note:  Plans must offer direct rollovers by non-spouse beneficiaries no later than plan years beginning after  
   December 31, 2009.)

IX.   LIMITATION ON ALLOCATIONS

   If the Employer maintains or ever maintained another qualified plan in which any Participant in this Plan is (or was) a  
  participant or could possibly become a participant, the Employer hereby agrees to limit contributions to all such plans as  
  provided herein, if necessary in order to avoid excess contributions (as described in Section 5.02 of the Plan).

   1. If the Participant is covered under another qualified defined contribution plan maintained by the Employer, the  
   provisions of Section 5.02(a) through (e) of the Plan will apply unless another method has been indicated below.

	 		 r Other Method. (Provide the method under which the plans will limit total Annual Additions to the Maximum  
   Permissible Amount, and will properly reduce any excess amounts, in a manner that precludes Employer discretion.)

     

   

   

   2. The Limitation Year is the following 12 consecutive month period: _____________________________________

   3. Unless the Employer elects a delayed effective date below, Article 5 of the Plan will apply to limitations years beginning  
   on or after July 1, 2007. __________________________________________ 

    (The effective date listed cannot be later than 90 days after the close of the first regular legislative session of the  
   legislative body with authority to amend the plan that begins on or after July 1, 2007.)
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Money Purchase Plan Adoption Agreement                                                                                                                                             6

X.  VESTING PROVISIONS

 The Employer hereby specifies the following vesting schedule, subject to (1) the minimum vesting requirements and (2) the 
concurrence of the Plan Administrator. (For the blanks below, enter the applicable percent – from 0 to 100 (with no entry after 
the year in which 100% is entered), in ascending order.)

 
Period of 
Service 
Completed Percent 

Vested
Zero %
One %
Two %
Three %
Four %
Five %
Six %
Seven %
Eight %
Nine %
Ten %

       
XI.  WITHDRAWALS AND LOANS 

  1. In-service distributions are permitted under the Plan after a participant attains (select one of the below options): 

	 		 r Normal Retirement Age 

		 r Age 70½ (“70½” is the default provision under the Plan if no selection is made.)

	 		 r Alternate age (after Normal Retirement Age): _______________________

	 		 r Not permitted at any age

  2. A Participant shall be deemed to have a severance from employment solely for purposes of eligibility to receive distributions  
  from the Plan during any period the individual is performing service in the uniformed services for more than 30 days. 

    r Yes    r No (“Yes” is the default provision under the plan if no selection is made.)

 3. Tax-free distributions of up to $3,000 for the direct payment of qualifying insurance premiums for eligible retired public  
  safety officers are available under the Plan.

	 		 r Yes    r No (“No” is the default provision under the Plan if no selection is made.)

 4. In-service distributions of the Rollover Account are permitted under the Plan, as provided in Section 9.07.

	 		 r Yes    r No (“No” is the default provision under the Plan if no selection is made.)

  5. Loans are permitted under the Plan, as provided in Article XIII of the Plan:

   r Yes            r No (“No” is the default provision under the Plan if no selection is made.)

8.E.b

Packet Pg. 179

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 C

it
y 

o
f 

F
ar

m
in

g
to

n
 A

d
o

p
ti

o
n

 A
g

re
em

en
t 

 (
21

49
 :

 R
es

o
lu

ti
o

n
 U

p
d

at
in

g
 t

h
e 

C
it

y 
o

f 
F

ar
m

in
g

to
n

's
 4

01
(A

) 
P

la
n

)



Money Purchase Plan Adoption Agreement                                                                                                                                             7

XII.   SPOUSAL PROTECTION

   The Plan will provide the following level of spousal protection (select one):

	 		 r	1. Participant Directed Election. The normal form of payment of benefits under the Plan is a lump sum. The  
    Participant can name any person(s) as the Beneficiary of the Plan, with no spousal consent required.

	 		 r	2.	Beneficiary Spousal Consent Election (Article XII). The normal form of payment of benefits under the Plan is  
    a lump sum. Upon death, the surviving spouse is the Beneficiary, unless he or she consents to the Participant’s  
    naming another Beneficiary.  (“Beneficiary Spousal Consent Election” is the default provision under the Plan if  
    no selection is made.)

	 		r	3. QJSA Election (Article XVII). The normal form of payment of benefits under the Plan is a 50% qualified joint   
   and survivor annuity with the spouse (or life annuity, if single). In the event of the Participant’s death prior to   
   commencing  payments, the spouse will receive an annuity for his or her lifetime. (If C is selected, the spousal consent  
   requirements in Article XII also will apply.) 

XIII. FINAL PAY CONTRIBUTIONS

   The Plan will provide for Final Pay Contributions if either 1 or 2 below is selected.

   The following group of Employees shall be eligible for Final Pay Contributions: 

    r All Eligible Employees 

    r Other: _________________________________________________________________________

   Final Pay shall be defined as (select one):

	 		 r	A.	Accrued unpaid vacation

	 		 r	B.	Accrued unpaid sick leave

	 		 r	C.	Accrued unpaid vacation and sick leave

	 		 r	D.	Other (insert definition of Final Pay – must be leave that Employee would have been able to use if employment  
    had continued and must be bona fide vacation and/or sick leave): 

     ________________________________________________

   r	1. Employer Final Pay Contribution. The Employer shall contribute on behalf of each Participant _________ % of  
    Final Pay to the Plan (subject to the limitations of Article V of the Plan).

   r	2. Employee Designated Final Pay Contribution. Each Employee eligible to participate in the Plan shall be  
    given the opportunity at enrollment to irrevocably elect to contribute ____ % (insert fixed percentage of final  
    pay to be contributed) or up to ______% (insert maximum percentage of final pay to be contributed) of Final Pay  
    to the Plan (subject to the limitations of Article V of the Plan).

     Once elected, an Employee’s election shall remain in force and may not be revised or revoked. 
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Money Purchase Plan Adoption Agreement                                                                                                                                             8

XIV.  ACCRUED LEAVE CONTRIBUTIONS

   The Plan will provide for accrued unpaid leave contributions annually if either 1 or 2 is selected below.  

   The following group of Employees shall be eligible for Accrued Leave Contributions: 

    r All Eligible Employees 

    r Other: _________________________________________________________________________

   Accrued Leave shall be defined as (select one):

   r	A.	Accrued unpaid vacation

   r	B. Accrued unpaid sick leave

   r	C. Accrued unpaid vacation and sick leave

   r	D. Other (insert definition of accrued leave that is bona fide vacation and/or sick leave):  

    _________________________________________________

   r	1.  Employer Accrued Leave Contribution. The Employer shall contribute as follows (choose one of the following  
    options):

	 		 	 	 r For each Plan Year, the Employer shall contribute on behalf of each Eligible Participant the unused
      Accrued Leave in excess of _______________ (insert number of hours/days/weeks (circle one)) to the Plan  

     (subject to the limitations of Article V of the Plan).

     r For each Plan Year, the Employer shall contribute on behalf of each Eligible Participant _______% of
      unused Accrued Leave to the Plan (subject to the limitations of Article V of the Plan).

      r	2. Employee Designated Accrued Leave Contribution.

     Each eligible Participant shall be given the opportunity at enrollment to irrevocably elect to contribute _____%  
    (insert fixed percentage of accrued unpaid leave to be contributed) or up to ____ % (insert maximum percentage  
    of accrued unpaid leave to be contributed) of Accrued Leave to the Plan (subject to the limitations of Article V of  
    the Plan). Once elected, an Employee’s election shall remain in force and may not be revised or revoked. 

XV.   The Employer hereby attests that it is a unit of state or local government or an agency or instrumentality of one or more  
  units of state or local government.

XVI. The Employer understands that this Adoption Agreement is to be used with only the ICMA Retirement Corporation  
  Governmental Money Purchase Plan and Trust. This ICMA Retirement Corporation Governmental Money Purchase Plan  
  and  Trust is a restatement of a previous plan, which was submitted to the Internal Revenue Service for approval on April 2,  
  2012, and received approval on March 31, 2014.  

   The Plan Administrator hereby agrees to inform the Employer of any amendments to the Plan made pursuant to Section  
  14.05 of the Plan or of the discontinuance or abandonment of the Plan. The Employer understands that an amendment(s)  
  made pursuant to Section 14.05 of the Plan will become effective within 30 days of notice of the amendment(s) unless  
  the  Employer notifies the Plan Administrator, in writing, that it disapproves of the amendment(s). If the Employer so  
  disapproves, the Plan Administrator will be under no obligation to act as Administrator under the Plan.

XVII. The Employer hereby appoints the ICMA Retirement Corporation as the Plan Administrator pursuant to the terms and  
  conditions of the ICMA RETIREMENT CORPORATION GOVERNMENTAL MONEY PURCHASE PLAN &  
  TRUST.

   The Employer hereby agrees to the provisions of the Plan and Trust.
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Money Purchase Plan Adoption Agreement                                                                                                                                             9

XVIII. The Employer hereby acknowledges it understands that failure to properly fill out this Adoption Agreement may result in  
  disqualification of the Plan.

XIX. An adopting Employer may rely on an advisory letter issued by the Internal Revenue Service as evidence that the Plan is  
  qualified under section 401 of the Internal Revenue Code to the extent provided in applicable IRS revenue procedures and  
  other official guidance.

In Witness Whereof, the Employer hereby causes this Agreement to be executed on this _______ day of _____________, 20_____.

EMPLOYER ICMA RETIREMENT CORPORATION
   777 North Capitol St., NE Suite 600  

  Washington, DC  20002 
   800-326-7272

By:  _____________________________________________  By: _________________________________________

Print Name: ______________________________________  Print Name: __________________________________

Title: ___________________________________________  Title: _______________________________________

Attest:___________________________________________  Attest: ______________________________________

8.E.b

Packet Pg. 182

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 C

it
y 

o
f 

F
ar

m
in

g
to

n
 A

d
o

p
ti

o
n

 A
g

re
em

en
t 

 (
21

49
 :

 R
es

o
lu

ti
o

n
 U

p
d

at
in

g
 t

h
e 

C
it

y 
o

f 
F

ar
m

in
g

to
n

's
 4

01
(A

) 
P

la
n

)



ICMA RETIREMENT CORPORATION 
777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET, NE  |  WASHINGTON, DC 20002-4240
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