




 Special Study Session  City Council  Meeting  
6:00 PM , MONDAY,  MARCH 18, 2013  

Conference Room A  
Farmington City Hall  

23600 Liberty St  
Farmington, MI  48335  

 

DRAFT  

 

SPECIAL STUDY SESSIO N  MEETING MINUTES  
 

City of Farmington  Page 1 Updated 4/10/2013 3:33 PM  

A Special Study Session meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on March 18, 
2013, in Conference Room A, Farmington City Hall, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting 
was posted in compliance with Public Act 267-1976.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Mayor J.T. Buck. 

 

1.  ROLL CALL  
Attendee Name  Title  Status  Arrived  
J.T. Buck  Mayor  Present   
Greg Cowley  Councilmember  Present   
William Galvin  Mayor Pro Tem  Present   
Kristin Kuiken  Councilmember  Present   
JoAnne McShane  Councilmember  Present   

City Administration Present  

City Clerk Halberstadt  
City Manager Pastue  

2.  APPROVAL OF  AGENDA  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

3.  BOARD AND COMMISSION INTER VIEWS  

Council interviewed Jennifer Stacey and Janet Macdonald for openings on the Historical 
Commission; and Sean Murphy for an opening on  the Downtown Development Authority 
Board.  

4.  PUBLIC COMMENT  

No pubic comment was heard.  

5.  COUNC IL COMMENT  

No Council Comment was heard.  
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6.  ADJOURNMENT  

 Motion to adjourn the meeting.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

The meeting adjourned  at 7:03 PM.  

  
Mayor J.T. Buck   

  
Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk    
 
 
Approval Date: ______________________  
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 Regular  City Council  Meeting  
7:00 PM , MONDAY,  MARCH 18, 2013  

City Council Chambers  
23600 Liberty Street  

Farmington, MI  48335  

 

DRAFT  

 

REGULAR  MEETING MINUTES  
 

City of Farmington  Page 1 Updated 4/10/2013 3:23 PM  

A Regular meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on March 18, 2013, in City 
Council Chambers, 23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting was posted 
in compliance with Public Act 267-1976.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:08 PM by Mayor J.T. Buck. 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER  
Attendee Name  Title  Status  Arrived  
J.T. Buck  Mayor  Present   
Greg Cowley  Councilmember  Present   
William Galvin  Mayor Pro Tem  Present   
Kristin Kuiken  Councilmember  Present   
JoAnne McShane  Councilmember  Present   

City Administration Present  

Superintendent Eudy  
Director Christiansen  
City Clerk Halberstadt  
City Manager Pastue  
Attorney Schultz  
Director Schulz  
Treasurer Weber  

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

Ed Cherkinsky, representing the Commission on Children, Youth and Fami lies, led the 
pledge of allegiance.  

3.  APPROVAL OF ITEMS ON  CONSENT AGENDA  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

A.   Minutes of the  City Counci l -  Regular -  Feb 4, 2013 7:00 PM  

B.   Minutes of the  City Council -  Special Study Session -  Feb 18, 2013 5:45 PM  
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C.   Minutes of the  City Council -  Special -  Feb 18, 2013 6:30 PM  

D.   Minutes of the  City Council -  Special Study Session -  Mar 4, 2013 7:00 PM  

E. Approve Farmington Monthly Payments Report January 2013  

F. Approve Farmington Public Safety Monthly Report, February 2013  

G. Approve Farmington Financial Report Quarter Ended December 31, 2012  

H. Approve Farmington Investment Report Quarter Ended Dec ember 31, 2012  

I .  Approve 47Th District Court Financial Report Quarter December 31, 2012  

J. Special Event Request -  American Cancer Society Relay for Life  

K. Consideration to Approve Road Race Request -  August 17, 2013  

L. Special Event Request -  Our Lady o f Sorrows Annual Church Picnic  

M. Special Event Request -  South Farmington Baseball Movie Night  

4.  APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA  

Move to approve the regular agenda as amended; moving Public Comment to item 
No. 5 and adding Department Head Comment as item No. 9.  

RESULT:  APPROVED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT  

No public comment was heard.  

6.  PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARINGS  

A. Farmington Ar ea Commission on Aging/Project Living Susan Lightner  

Susan Lightner, representing the Farmington Area Commission on Aging, spoke about 
Project Healthy Living scheduled for March 22, 9am -  2pm, at the Costick Center.  

B. Consideration to Approve Resolution A ccepting Bids and Issuance of 2013 
Capital Improvement Bonds Laura Bassett -  Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone  

Laura Bassett, representing Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone, was present to discuss 
the bid award for the 2013 Capital Improvement Bonds.  She announced the bid by 
Robert W. Baird & Co. was determined to be the lowest true interest cost to the City.  
 
Responding to a question from Buck, Pastue stated the interest rate for the 2011 Capital 
Improvement Bonds was over 4.00%.  
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The votes were taken in the fo llowing order: Galvin, Kuiken, McShane, Buck, Cowley.  

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

D. Recognition of Donald Munter/Historical Commission  

City Council recognized Donald Munter's 32 years of service on the Historical 
Commission.  
 
Mayor Buck thanked Mr. Munter for his commitment to the city.  
 
McShane recognized Mr. Munter's dedication to the commission, and the positive 
attitude and candor wi th which he conducted himself.  

E. Proclamation -  Christiane Lenz  

Council presented a proclamation to Christiane Lenz in recognition of her 10+ years of 
service to the Warner Mansion.  
 
Jean Schornick, Mansion volunteer, spoke about Ms. Lenz's many contribut ions to the 
Mansion.  
 
Ms. Lenz thanked Council for their recognition and expressed how much she enjoyed 
working with the volunteers at the Mansion.  

7.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

There was no unfinished business.  

8.  NEW BUSINESS  

A. Consideration to Conditionally A ccept Bids for Grove Street and 
Warner/Thomas Construction Project and Award Contract to Warren 
Construction  

Pastue discussed bids received on the Grove Street and Warner/Thomas Construction 
Projects noting they came in over budget.  He spoke about a revie w of the bids at the 
last Council meeting and Council's authorization to negotiate costs and re -engineer 
elements of the project to make it fit within available resources.  He stated based on a 
quality based review, Orchard Hiltz and McCliment recommended the City award the 
construction contract to Warren Construction.  He advised Warren Construction was able 
to reduce their original bid amount based on a reduction in the scope of the work and 
re -engineering.  
 
Cowley congratulated Vince and his staff for re ducing the original bid amount for the 
project by $200K.  
 
Responding to a question from Kuiken, Pastue stated Warren Construction was chosen 
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based on a quality based review, their experience with downtown streetscapes, and the 
quality of their subcontract ors, as well as their competitive bid.  
 
Responding to a question from McShane, Pastue advised the reduction in the cost of the 
project was a combination of re -engineering and a minimal reduction in its scope.  He 
pointed out the changes have no real impact  on the project.  
  
Galvin asked about the start dates of the project and disruption of traffic.  
 
Superintendent Eudy responded the biggest factor in starting the project is weather.  
The goal is to complete the Grove Street Project by the start of Founder s Festival.  
 
Pastue thought the project would start in another 2 -3 weeks. He stated the City should 
consider some type of groundbreaking ceremony.  
 
Galvin recommended educating the public on construction timing, detours, etc.   
 
DDA Director Knowles spoke about meeting with businesses that will be affected by 
construction to discuss how their needs will be met in terms of signage, parking, etc.  
 
Buck emphasized that businesses will remain open throughout the construction period 
and will be accessible.  He e ncouraged the public not to be deterred by the construction.  
 
Move to conditionally accept bids for the Grove Street and Warner/Thomas 
Construction Project and award contract to Warren Construction in the amount 
of $1,988,168.20  based on a Qualifications  Based Selection Process and with 
the negotiated reduction in the scope of work and re - engineering of elements 
of the project as agreed to by the bidder, and authorize the City Manager and 
City Clerk to sign the construction contract conditioned upon and o nly to 
become effective to the extent of (1) signature by all parties of the agreements 
approved by the City Council relating to the Grove Street Project on February 4, 
2013, including the Agreement for Conveyance of Land relating to the 
acquisition of pro perty owned by the Groves LLC needed for public right - of -
way, and by the Farmington Downtown Development Authority on February 18, 
2013; and (2) the City closing on and securing title to the property described in 
the Agreement for Conveyance of Land as app roved by the City Council.  The 
City Manager and City Clerk shall not sign the contract with Warren 
Construction until the City has closed on and secured title to property described 
in the Agreement for Conveyance of Land needed for public right - of - way.  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Kuiken, McShane, Buck, Cowley, Galvin.  
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RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

B. Consideration to Ado pt Resolution to Allocate Remaining Proceeds from the 
2011 Capital Improvements Bond Issue to the Grove Street and 
Warner/Oakland Water Main Replacement Project  

Responding to a question from Kuiken, Pastue stated the 2011 Capital Improvement 
Bonds could no t be paid off early.  
 
Move to adopt a resolution authorizing allocation of remaining proceeds from 
the 2011 Capital Improvements Bond Issue to cover capital expenditures 
associated with the water main replacement along Grove Street and 
Warner/Oakland.  [SE E ATTACHED RESOLUTION 03 -13 -011].  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: McShane, Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken.  

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken , McShane  

C. Consideration to Approve Lot Split -  33200 Grand River Avenue, Former 
Dimitri's Restaurant  

Pastue advised the City received an application from the Downtown Development 
Authority to split the former Dimitri's Restaurant property.  The DDA inte nds to split the 
property into two parcels in order to lease the existing building to Los Tres Amigos 
restaurant.  
 
Responding to a question from Cowley, Pastue advised work would be done to enclose 
the dumpster.  
 
Kuiken asked how many additional parking sp aces would result from the lot split. Pastue 
responded approximately 30 spaces.  
 
Galvin inquired about signage for the new municipal parking lot.  
 
Pastue responded there has been limited discussion regarding signage for the lot.  He 
stated there should be a sign at the corner of Grand River and Warner informing the 
public of additional municipal parking.  
 
Galvin pointed out other municipal parking lots do not have consistent signage.  
 
Pastue recognized that the city needs a consistent wayfinding plan.  
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Pastue discussed the proposed purchase of digital projection equipment for the Civic 
Theate r.  
 
Discussion followed regarding the process for purchasing the equipment and further 
defining the actual cost.  
 
Responding to a question from McShane, Pastue stated the installation of the equipment 
will be the responsibility of the vendor from which the  equipment is purchased.  He 
stated the vendor would be local so any issues that arose could be addressed promptly.  
 
McShane advised City Council believes the proposed ticket price increase of .50 to cover 
the cost of the equipment is fair to families.  Sh e discussed the absolute need of 
purchasing the digital equipment.  
 
Responding to a question from Kuiken, Pastue advised the video and audio quality will 
improve with the digital equipment.  
 
Cowley expressed support for increasing the ticket price to $5.00  which would result in a 
$1.50 increase. He would like a public survey done to find out if residents would support 
such an increase if they knew it was going towards the purchase of new digital 
equipment.  He expressed concern about moving the needle only incrementally and not 
solving the problem.  
 
McShane noted a $1.50 increase could make it very expensive for a family to see a 
movie at the Theater. Ticket prices can always be increased in the future if it becomes 
necessary.  
 
Buck noted that the purchase of digital equipment for two theaters at a cost between 
$150k -  $180K is a big project. He stated it is important for the Civic to catch up to the 
technology of other theaters.  He noted the cost will be paid out of operations and not 
the city budget.  He also leaned toward a higher increase in the ticket price, but is 
satisfied with the small increase recognizing that future increases can be made as 
needed.  
 
Move to authorize the City Manager and City Treasurer to solicit proposals to 
finance the purchase of digital projection equipment for the Civic Theater.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

G. Consideration to Approve Contract with the Michi gan Department of 
Transportation for Improvements to Sewer Transmission Main Along M - 102  

Pastue discussed the proposed contract with the Michigan Department of Transportation 
for improvement to the sewer transmission main along M -102.  
 
Move to approve a co ntract with the Michigan Department of Transportation for 

improvements to the sewer transmission main along M - 102 .  [SEE ATTACHED 
CONTRACT].  
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The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, Kuiken, McShane, Buck, Cowley.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MO VER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

H. Consideration to Amend City Pay Plan Involving Assistant Public Works 
Superintendent & Building Official  

Pastue discussed an amendment  to the City Pay Plan in order to re -establish the pay 
grades for the Assistant Public Works Superintendent and Building Inspector/Official.  

 Move to amend City pay plan by establishing the Assistant Public Works 
Superintendent at Pay Grade 8 and the Build ing Inspector/BuildingOfficial at 
Pay Grade 8.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

The votes were taken in the following order: Kuiken, McShan e, Buck, Cowley, Galvin.  

I .  Recognition of John Anhut -  90Th Birthday  

Pastue read a proclamation recognizing the 90th birthday of John Anhut.  

 Motion to proclaim the Farmington City Council's sincere appreciation to John 
W. Anhut for his decades of service  to the Farmington/Farmington Hills 
community.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

J. Board and Committee Appointments  

 Motion to appoint Kevi n Christiansen to the Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority for a 3 - year term ending February 28, 2016.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

 Moti on to appoint Jennifer Stacey to the Historical Commission for a 3 - year 
term ending March 31, 2016.  
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RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

 Motio n to appoint Janet McDonald to the Historical Commission for a 3 - year 
term ending March 31, 2016.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

 Motion to appoint Sean Murphy to the Downtown Development Authority for a 
4 - year term ending February 28, 2017.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

 Mot ion to re - appoint Valerie Greer to the Downtown Development Authority to 
fill an unexpired term ending February 28, 2015.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

9.  DEPARTMENT HEAD COMM ENT  

Schulz thanked Council for their approval of the purchase of two patrol cars and continued 
support of the Department of Public Safety.  He announced the department is now 
participating in "Operation Medicine Cabin et", a program where they will now accept any 
prescription medication.  
 
Eudy spoke about continued training of staff on the water and sewer system.  He stated his 
department is moving forward with the purchase of the generator previously approved by 
Counc il.  
 
Christiansen advised the Planning Commission approved the site plans for Los Tres Amigos.  
He expects renovation work to begin on that property shortly. He stated the Planning 
Commission will be considering plans for Brightside Dental, formerly Dunle avy's.  He noted 
a liquor license will become available as a result of this change.  
 
Christiansen stated the Planning Commission believes the City should move forward with 
special land use for liquor license transfers.  He advised the City has had several  meetings 
regarding the courthouse property, however, there are no specifics at this time.  
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Mayor J.T. Buck   

  
Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk    
 
 
Approval Date: ______________________  
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 Special Study Session  City Council  Meeting  
7:00 PM , MONDAY,  APRIL 1, 2013  

Conference Room A  
Farmington City Hall  

23600 Liberty St  
Farmington, MI  48335  

 

DRA FT 

 

SPECIAL STUDY SESSIO N  MEETING MINUTES  
 

City of Farmington  Page 1 Updated 4/10/2013 5:11 PM  

A Special Study Session meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on April 1, 2013, 
in Conference Room A, Farmington City Hall, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting was 
posted in compliance with Public Act 267-1976.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor J.T. Buck. 

 

1.  ROLL CALL  
Attendee Name  Title  Status  Arrived  
J.T. Buck  Mayor  Present   
Greg Cowley  Councilmember  Present   
William Galvin  Mayor Pro Tem  Present   
Kristin Kuiken  Councilmember  Present   
JoAnne McShane  Councilmember  Present   

2.  APPROVAL OF  AGENDA  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

3.  PRESENTATION -  911 MEMORIAL  

A. PRESENTATION -  911 Memorial/Bob Schulz & Steve Schneemann  

Public Safety Director Schulz spoke about the design, location, and fundraising efforts 
for the 911 Memorial.  He indicated the memorial would be located at City Hall.  
 
Responding to a question from Kuiken, Schulz stated just under $20K has been  raised 
for the memorial.  He stated at least $20K or more will be needed to completed the 
project.  He mentioned the memorial landscaping will be donated.  
 
Responding to a question from McShane, Schultz stated they would like the project 
completed by Sept ember 11th.  
 
Discussion followed regarding consideration of other locations for the memorial, 
including Riley Park.  Schulz stated that based on the size of the memorial the best fit 
was at City Hall.  
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Cowley expressed concern about future redevelopment an d the potential relocation of 
City Hall.  
 
Schulz responded that possibility was taken into consideration, but if that should occur 
the memorial would be moved as well.  
 
Pastue noted all of the art pieces on the grounds of City Hall would have to be moved.  
 
Galvin congratulated Schulz on the fundraising efforts for this project.  
 
Schulz noted other memorial committee members included Brian Golden, Bob Rock, and 
Steve Schneeman.  
 
Discussion followed regarding the type of landscaping recommended and how it wou ld 
look in the winter months.  
 
Responding to a question from Cowley, Schulz advised lighting would be added to the 
memorial if sufficient funds are available.  

4.  PUBLIC COMMENT  

No Public Comment was heard.  

5.  COUNCIL COMMENT  

Kuiken announced her official r esignation from City Council, indicating May 20th would be 
her last meeting.  She stated her family is relocating to Denver, Colorado.  
 
Buck recognized the significant contributions to the city made by Kristin and her husband, 
James.  
 
McShane stated Kristi n and James have contributed significantly to our city government.  
She further stated the City is very proud of them and they will be greatly missed.  
 
Cowley stated that even though Kristin and James have a young family they found time to 
better the commu nity.  He further stated they will be a great loss to Farmington.  
 
Galvin stated Kristin has always shown a level of poise and strength of character in her 
service on Council.  He expressed appreciation to both James and Kristin for their service to 
the co mmunity.  
 
Kristin stated it has been a real honor to serve the city.  
 
Responding to a question from Galvin, Schulz stated he is unaware of a partnership between 
Nixle and Google, but would investigate what it might mean for City notifications.  
 
Cowley poin ted out the success of the dispatch consolidation.  He requested a report from 
Schulz at a future meeting regarding the same.  

6.  CLOSED SESSION -  LABOR NEGOTIATIONS  

 Motion to enter closed session to discuss labor negotiations.  
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RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS ]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

Council entered closed session at 7:20 PM.  

 Motion to exit closed session.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilme mber  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

Council exited closed session at 10:20 p.m.  

7.  ADJOURNMENT  

 Motion to adjourn the meeting.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

The meeting adjourned at 10:20 PM.  

  
Mayor J.T. Buck   

  
Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk    
 
 
Approval Date: ______________________  
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