




 Regular  City Council  Meeting  
7:00 PM , MONDAY,  MAY 20, 2013  

City Council Chambers  
23600 Liberty St reet  

Farmington, MI  48335  

 

DRAFT  

 

REGULAR  MEETING MINUTES  
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A Regular  meeting  of the Farmington City Council was held on May 20, 2013 , in 
City Council Chambers , 23600 Liberty Street , Farmington , MI . Notice of the meeting 
was posted in compliance with Public Act 267 -1976.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM  by Mayor J.T. Buck . 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER  
Attendee Name  Title  Status  Arrived  
J.T. Buck  Mayor  Present   
Greg Cowley  Councilmember  Present   
William Galvin  Mayor Pro Tem  Present   
JoAnne McShane  Councilmember  Present   
Kristin Kuiken  Councilmember  Present   

Ci ty Administration Present  
Superintendent Eudy  
Director Christiansen  
Deputy Clerk Wendel  
City Manager Pastue  
Director Schulz  
Treasurer Weber  

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Grace Newlan of Miss Farmington's court.  

3.  PUBLIC COMME NT  

No public comment was heard.  

4.  APPROVAL OF ITEMS ON  CONSENT AGENDA  
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RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

A .   Minutes of the  City Council -  Special Study Session -  Apr 15, 2013 6:00 
PM  

B .   Minutes of the  City Council -  Regular -  Apr 15, 2013 7:00 PM  

C.   Minutes of the  City Council -  Joint/ Farmington Hills/Board of Education 
-  Apr 16, 2013 6:40 PM  

D .   Minutes of the  City Council -  Budget -  Apr 29, 2013 7:00 PM  

E.   Minutes of the  City Council -  Special Study Session -  May 6, 2013 6:00 
PM  

F. Approve Farmington Monthly Payment Report, March 2013  

G. Approve Farmington Monthly Payment Report, April 2013  

H. Approve Farmington Financial Report Qua rter Ended March 31, 2013  

I . Approve Farmington Investment Report Quarter Ended March 31, 2013  

J. Approve 47Th District Court Financial Report Quarter Ended March 31, 
2013  

K. Approve Farmington Building Department Third Quarter Report January 
1, 2013 throu gh March 31, 2013  

5.  APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

6.  PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARINGS  

A. Proclamation -  Community L iving Centers 45Th Anniversary  

Mayor Buck read a tribute resolution recognizing the 45th anniversary of 
Community Living Centers in Farmington.  

B. Proclamation -  May Mental Health 2013  
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City Manager Pastue read a proclamation recognizing May 2013 as Mental Health 
Month in Farmington.  

C. Miss Farmington Elena Pavlicas and Miss Farmington Contestants - Ginny 
Morris  

Jennifer Morgan, Pageant Consultant, was present to discuss the upcoming Miss 
Farmington Pageant scheduled for July 17th at 6:30 p.m. at the Civic Th eater 
and invited Council to attend the same.  
 
The Miss Farmington contestants introduced themselves and discussed their 
platforms.  

D. Special Event Request -  Rock Studio Music Inc/School of Rock  

City Manager Pastue spoke about this special event request for Rock Studio 
Music, Inc./School of Rock. He stated their purpose is to bring awareness to 
their program and promote music in Farmington.  
 
Responding to a question from McShane, Pastue stated no alcohol will be 
served.  
 
Galvin asked if there was a neighb orhood nearby.  Pastue responded Floral Park.  
 
Director Schulz commented Public Safety has not received complaints from the 
neighborhood during the past two events held there.  
 
Sherrie Fishnary, General Manager of School of Rock/Rock Studio Music, 
describe d the event and reassured Council the event will not be too loud.  
 
Motion to approve a special event request from Rock Studio Music Inc. 
to hold a music promotion/education event in the parking lot at 22730 
Orchard Lake, on June 1, 2013, 12:00 - 4:00 pm.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

E. Consideration of Temporary Liquor License Approval for Alley Regally  

Mary Engelman, Chamber of Commerce Ex ecutive Director, spoke about the 
Chamber's excitement to co -sponsor with Legato the 2013 Founders Festival 
Alley Regally event.   
 
McShane shared her enthusiasm regarding this event stating it provides a 
unique venue with outstanding music and atmosphere.   She feels it is a great 
time to meet your neighbors and friends from Farmington and Farmington Hills.   
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Mary Engelman agreed with McShane noting this event is a favorite among 
Chamber members.  
 
Motion to approve a request from the Farmington Area Chambe r of 
Commerce for a temporary liquor license for Alley Regally as part of the 
Founders Festival activities scheduled for July 18 - 20, 2013 with hours 
of operation 10:00 a.m. -  12:00 p.m.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

F. Presentation -  2012 Public Safety Annual Report  

Robert Schulz, Public Safety Director, provided the Public Safety 2012 annual 
report.  He was pleased to report there were no  Public Safety personnel 
seriously injured or killed in police or fire related activities.  
 
Director Schulz stated that no civilians were seriously injured due to crime or 
fire and that "Group A" serious crime is down 13.1%. Ninety -Nine (99) fewer 
"Group A" crimes occurred in comparison to 2008.  This is a 20% reduction in 
five years.   
 
Director Schulz quoted a five year comparison of "Group B" crimes stating it had 
dropped by 25%.  
 
He continued commercial break - ins were down 53.8%, robberies were down 
40 0%, malicious destruction of property was down 12.2% and there were seven 
residential break - ins in 2012, the same amount as 2011.  
 
Director Schulz noted the number of larcenies from autos increased to 47 vs. 24 
in 2011 with 28 of those incidents occurring on two different days.  He was 
proud to report that a suspect was quickly identified, arrested and charged in 
each of those crimes.    
 
Director Schulz reported his department responded to over 700 calls for service 
regarding sick or injured residents and 137 calls for service relating to fire issues 
such as downed wires, structural fires etc.  
 
He stated his department had conducted 1400 apartment watch patrols in 
apartment complexes thankfully due to grant support.  He was happy to report 
within the last s ix months activity has been greatly reduced.  Director Schulz 
believes this is due to public safety's presence.  
 
Director Schulz stated public safety started a Motor Vehicle Carrier program.   
 
Director Schulz believed the biggest challenge facing his dep artment in 2012 
was the closing of dispatch and establishing the cadet program.  The public 
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safety department hired four new cadets to staff the front desk and monitor 
prisoners during the evening hours and on weekends.  He believes this program 
is success ful.  
 
Director Schulz opened the floor to questions.  
 
Kuiken complimented his department on a job well done.  She asked for 
clarification regarding the new Motor Vehicle program.  
 
Schulz explained commercial trucks/or vehicles have a different code and 
vio lation system requiring specialized training to spot improper or unsafe 
vehicles.      
 
Responding to a question by Kuiken, Schulz stated he is thankful for his staff's 
social media expertise.  They provide safety information, updates, alerts etc. 
keeping the residents and community informed.  
 
Responding to a question by Cowley, Schulz stated patrols will not diminish once 
the grant is gone.  
 
Responding to another question by Cowley, Schulz stated residents will not 
suffer due to additional patrols at apart ment complexes.  
 
Schulz commented apartment complexes are not as active with crime as 
believed.  He stated the neighborhood watch has developed an outstanding 
working relationship with apartment complexes owners/managers that will help 
stave off potential crime.  
 
Responding to a question by Cowley, Schulz noted time is lost when three or 
four people answer phones and then provide the information to dispatch.  He 
feels the new system is working but it is different.   
 
Cowley thanked and applauded the public  safety department for making the 
system work by providing great service during difficult financial times and 
subsequent changes.    
 
Responding to a question by McShane, Schulz stated public safety performs 
health and safety checks for senior citizens reg ularly.  
 
McShane inquired if the number of tickets issued this year compares to last 
year's total.  
 
Schulz responded the average written this year is fairly close to last year's total.  
 
McShane noted Sergeant Richard Friess received an award from Mother's  
Against Drunk Driving.   
 
McShane pointed out residents can borrow an animal trap from public safety 
when needed and obtain copies of traffic reports online.  
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She noted a number of other services provided by public safety included the 
Knox Box program for seniors and handicapped residents.  
 
Schulz explained the boxes are obtained through the Costic Center Senior 
Division.  The public safety department has the master key allowing them to 
enter a Farmington residence or business anytime day or night.  
 
McShan e also pointed out public safety provides free battery operated smoke 
detectors.  Schulz advised residents should contact Fire Marshal Reginald 
Madeline if they need help with installation.  
 
McShane stated the Farmington public safety department is a combi ned police 
and fire department.  She noted fire related calls have decreased while  medical 
calls have increased.  
 
Schulz commented the change is largely due to education, prevention and better 
building codes.   
 
McShane thanked and commended the public sa fety staff on a job well done and 
noted Farmington receives great service for their money.  She stated how proud 
she is of them and all they do.  
 
Responding to a question by Galvin, Schulz stated he needed further study time 
in order to answer how best to design a building to deter crime and protect 
against fire.    
 
Mayor Buck noted how much he enjoyed attending the public safety awards 
event. He learned a lot listening to stories describing key public safety activities 
the officers and staff encountered d uring the year.  
 
He thanked and applauded the public safety department for all the wonderful 
programs and services they provide.  
 
Director Schulz stated he appreciated working for the City of Farmington and 
thanked Council for their support.  

7.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

No unfinished business was heard.  

8.  NEW BUSINESS  

A. Consideration to Approve Public Hearing Notice for Proposed Fiscal Year 
2013 - 14 Budget and Property Tax Rates  

City Manager Pastue reviewed the amended fiscal year 2013/14 budget and 
asked Counci l to schedule a public hearing for June 3rd at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Motion to hold a public hearing on Monday, June 3 at 7:00 p.m. 
regarding the proposed Fiscal Year 2013 - 14 budget and property taxes.     
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RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

B. Consideration to Certify 2013 Delinquent Invoices and Water and Sewer 
Bills  

Pastue presented an overview of delinquent invoices water and sewer bills.  
 
Responding t o a question by Galvin, Pastue stated the process ensures that the 
debt will be recovered by the property owner when the delinquency is added to 
the tax bill. If the property owner doesn't pay the delinquent tax amount the 
Oakland County Treasurer will pur chase it.   
 
Responding to a question by Cowley, Weber explained the billing process affords 
the resident many reminders.  
 
Cowley expressed concern regarding the growing number of delinquent water 
bills and the 18% fee charged by the County.  
 
Responding to  a question by Cowley, Pastue stated administratively the process 
is cumbersome.  He explained the Treasurers office is burdened by the same 
delinquencies year after year.  
 
Cowley questioned if the County is making a lot of money on the delinquencies 
why c an't Farmington?  Pastue responded, duly noted.  
 
Kuiken inquired if there is a time limit?  Weber replied on May 1st the delinquent 
water bill is added to a resident's taxes reducing the water bill balance to zero.  
 
Motion to approve the attached lists of delinquent invoices and water 
and sewer bills for placement on the Farmington Tax Roll pursuant to 
the City Code.  [SEE ATTACHED LISTS OF DELINQUENT  INVOICES AND WATER 
AND SEWER BILLS].  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, M cShane, 
Buck.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

C. Consideration to Approve Construction Estimate #3 for Drakeshire 
Center  

Motion to approve  Construction Estimate #3 for with Richard Hyman 
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Builders in the amount of $46,069.05 for the Drakeshire Center 
improvement project.  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, Kuiken, McShane, Buck, 
Cowley.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

D. Consideration of Resolution to Adopt Revised Oakland County Hazard 
Mitigation Plan  

Pastue explained Oakland County recently updated their Haz ard Mitigation Plan 
(HMP) and identified three hazard mitigation areas located within the City of 
Farmington under Section 5.2.15. He recommended adoption of the revised in 
order to continue State and the Federal funding needed if a state of emergency 
is d eclared.  
 
Motion to adopt a resolution supporting a revised Oakland County 
Hazard Mitigation Plan.  [SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION]  CMR 05 -13 -017  

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck , Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

E. Consideration to Authorize the City Manager to Submit Employee 
Compensation Plan to Comply with Economic Vitality Incentive Program 
(EVIP) Requirements  

Pastue explained the City of Farmington has met two of the three re quirements 
necessary to continue receiving State Revenue Sharing EVIP payments.  The 
final phase requires the certification of 2011 Act 152 compliance be submitted.  
 
Responding to a question by Galvin, Pastue stated by maintaining  "hard caps" 
our qualifi cation was easy to achieve.  
 
Galvin asked if shared services are forced on us by the state or are we looking 
at shared services naturally.  
 
Pastue responded shared services is an extension of an already co -operative 
relationship with Farmington Hills.  
 
McShane commented some people think the EVIP program has been a great 
revenue loss for cities, that it balances the state budget therefore making it 
difficult for cities to balance their budget.  
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Motion to authorize the City Manager to submit an Employee 
Comp ensation Plan to the State in compliance with the Economic Vitality 
Incentive Program (EVIP) requirements.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

F. Board and Committee Reappointments  

City Manager Pastue reviewed various board, commission and committee re -
appointments.  
 
Motion to reappoint Kenneth Chiara and David Gronbach to the Planning 
Commission for 3 - year terms ending 6/30/16; Jeanne Atkinson to the 
Commission on Aging for a 3 - year term ending 6/30/16; Larry Kilner to 
the Beautification Committee for a 3 - year term ending 6/30/16; 
Norbert Leppanen to the Traffic and Safety Board for a 3 - year term 
ending 7/31/16; and Alton Bennett to the Board of Zo ning Appeals for a 
3 - year term ending 6/30/12.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

G. Consideration to Accept Cindy Wells Resignation from the  DDA Board  

Mayor Buck discussed Cindy Wells' decision to resign due to a job change.  

 Motion to accept the resignation of Cindy Wells from the Downtown 
Development Authority Board  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

Mayor Buck appreciated her willingness to serve in this role and regretfully will 
look for a replacement.  

H. Consideration to Accept Resignation of Kristin Kuiken from the 
Farmington  City Council  

Mayor Buck gave Kuiken the floor for purposes of reading her letter of 
resignation to council.  
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Kuiken stated it was her pleasure to serve as a council member on Farmington's 
City Council for the past year and a half.  She had no doubt the cu rrent council 
will do a great job appointing a highly capable and qualified individual to fill her 
position.  
 
Kuiken stated her family will be moving home to Colorado and will greatly miss 
the City of Farmington's tree lined streets filled with friendly w aves of friends 
and neighbors, all the happenings and goings on in the downtown from the 
parades, concerts, various festivals and her favorite theater and Irish pub just to 
name a few.  
 
Kuiken stated her husband's position on the Downtown Development Autho rity 
(DDA) and hers on the Planning Commission and now on City Council gave them 
an opportunity to work toward developing new goals, projects and visions for 
the City.   
 
Kuiken stated is has been an honor to work with such accomplished and talented 
counci l members who give so much of themselves to the City.   
 
Kuiken noted City Manager Pastue had a talent for keeping the City ship sailing 
with the support of city staff.  She was amazed at the time and effort put forth 
and the ability by all departments to do more with less while maintaining a high 
standard of quality and service.  
 
Kuiken stated she can't wait to come back to visit the city and see all the 
positive changes happening in the city.  
 
Kuiken stated it has been a privilege to have been a part of t he city's changes 
and to have helped influence them in some small way.   
 
Kuiken hoped more young people will bring their passion, energy, and fresh 
perspectives to help benefit the city.   She noted not only will the city benefit 
but they will too.  
 
McSha ne stated Kuiken her husband and family will be missed. She commented 
Farmington is a better place because of Kuiken and she presented her with a 
city afghan as a parting gift from council.  
 
McShane stated Kuiken is a great role model for the young people  of the city.  
 
Galvin stated it was an honor to work with her and a greater honor getting to 
know her, her husband Jim and sons.  He wished her luck and commented she 
will be missed.  
 
Cowley stated Farmington's loss is Colorado's gain.  He shared his appre ciation 
for the work ethic of Kristin and her husband.  
 
Kuiken responding to a question by Cowley, stated her family put her house on 
the market a month ago and on the first weekend they had 20 showings and 4 
offers.   
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Mayor Buck stated he enjoyed workin g with Kuiken and with her husband Jim on 
DDA activities.  He wished her and her family the very best.  

 Motion to accept the resignation of Kristin Kuiken from the Farmington 
City Council.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

I . Consideration to Authorize Purchase of Replacement Pick - Up Truck for 
Department of Public Works  

Motion to approve the purchase of a 2013 Ford F250 4x4 pick - up truck 
from Sig nature Ford in the amount of $29,068.  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Kuiken, McShane, Buck, Cowley, 
Galvin.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin,  Kuiken, McShane  

9.  DEPARTMENT HEAD COMM ENTS  

Deputy Clerk Wendel wished council member Kuiken good luck and continued 
success in Colorado and commented on the many wonderful events happening at 
the Gov. Warner Mansion in 2013.  
 
Treasurer Weber wished counc il member Kuiken luck and noted he will miss 
watching their respective boys play against each other in the T -ball league.  
 
Director Schulz thanked Kuiken for her support and dedication to the city.   
 
Director Schulz announced Public Safety's Open House to  be held May 24th 12 -5 
p.m., Memorial Day parade street closures, summer crime prevention and safety 
tips. He thanked his staff, Commanders and Administrative Assistant Carole Lukas 
for all their hard word on the annual report.  
 
Superintendent Eudy reminde d residents to drive slower and watch for workers 
when driving through a construction zone.  He then announced the upcoming 
construction projects.  
 
Superintendent Eudy thanked council member Kuiken for her hard work and 
dedication to the city.  
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Director Ch ristiansen expressed appreciation and gratitude to council member 
Kuiken for her years of service and commitment to the City of Farmington.  He 
thanked her for her story regarding the sale of her house because it represented 
the many positive changes happe ning in the City of Farmington.   
 
City Manager Pastue stated council member Kuiken, husband Jim and family 
represent the demographics and attributes that every community wants and needs.  
He expressed his gratitude for their commitment to making Farmingto n the great 
community that it is.  

10.  COUNCIL COMMENT  

Mayor Buck asked that everyone remember the people who suffered through the 
Moore Oklahoma tornado in their hearts, thoughts and prayers.  
 
Responding to the question by McShane, Pastue stated an applica tion for the 
Council vacancy will be placed on the website tomorrow.  
 
Responding to a question by McShane, Pastue stated DDA will replace the tree 
damaged during the renovations of Los Tres Amigos.  
 
McShane would like to see a good sized replacement tree p lanted before the 
cement is poured.  
 
Responding to a question by McShane, Director Christiansen stated local 
newspapers and the city website have correct meeting information.  
 
Galvin commented to developers that now is a great time to invest in the City of  
Farmington.  He discussed some of the future changes and planned redevelopment 
projects.  
 
Cowley complimented the Observer on a recent article regarding taxes.  He stated 
there are other alternatives and creative ways to bring money into the city other 
th an raising taxes.  
 
McShane stated May 19 -25 is National Public Works Week.  She thanked the Public 
Works Department for the great job they do for the City of Farmington.  
 
Kuiken thanked council, department heads, city staff and employees for the 
pleasure o f working with them stating it has been an honor.  
 
Responding to a question by Mayor Buck, Pastue stated council vacancy application 
and questionnaire will be available in the Clerks office and on the city's website. A 
notice will be published in the Obser ver.  The applications will be due June 11th and 
presented to council at the June 17th meeting.  

11.  CLOSED SESSION -  LABOR NEGOTIATIONS  

1 . Motion to enter closed session to discuss labor negotiations.  

4.A

Packet Pg. 14

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
M

ay
 2

0,
 2

01
3 

7:
00

 P
M

  (
A

P
P

R
O

V
A

L
 O

F
 IT

E
M

S
 O

N
 C

O
N

S
E

N
T

 A
G

E
N

D
A

)



Minutes  Farmington City Council  May 20, 2013  

City of Farmington  Page 13 Updated 7/11/2013 3:23 PM  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Counci lmember  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

The votes were taken in the following order: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, 
McShane.  
Council entered closed session at 8:32 p.m.  

2 . Motion to exit closed session.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

Council exited closed session at 9:18 p.m.  

12.  ADJOURNMENT  

1 . Motion to adjourn the meeting.  

RESULT:  APPROVE D [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

The meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.  

  
Mayor J.T. Buck   

  
Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk    
 
 
Approval Date: _____________ _________  
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 Special Study Session  City Council  Meeting  
6:00 PM , MONDAY,  JUNE 3, 2013  

Conference Room A  
Farmington City Hall  

23600 Liberty St  
Farmington, MI  48335  

 

DRAFT  

 

SPECIAL STUDY SESSIO N MEETING MINUTES  
 

City of Farmington  Page 1 Updated 7/11/2013 11:01 AM   

A Special Study Session  meeting  of the Farmington City Council was held on June 
3, 2013 , in Conference Room A , Farmington City Hall , Farmington , MI . Notice of the 
meeting was posted in compliance with Public Act 267 -1976.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Mayor J.T. Buck . 

 

1.  ROLL CALL  
Attendee Name  Title  Status  Arrived  
J.T. Buck  Mayor  Present   
Greg Cowley  Councilmember  Present   
William Galvin  Mayor Pro Tem  Present   
JoAnne McShane  Councilmember  Present   

City Administration Present  
Directo r Christiansen  
City Clerk Halberstadt  
City Manager Pastue  

2.  APPROVAL OF  AGENDA  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, McShane  

3.  REVIEW OF OFFERS TO PURCHASE OLD COURTHOUSE PROPERTY  

A. Review of Offers to Purchase Old Courthouse Property  

Pastue advised the city has received a number of offers on the old 47th District 
Court property.  He stated there is one offer in particular that he would be 
comfortable in support ing. He stated the offer is from a church that involves the 
courthouse building, but also separates two acres to the west for other types of 
development.  The offer is $375,000 for the east half of property which includes 
the courthouse building. He stated  this offer was higher than others received.  
 

4.B

Packet Pg. 16

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
Ju

n
 3

, 2
01

3 
6:

00
 P

M
  (

A
P

P
R

O
V

A
L

 O
F

 IT
E

M
S

 O
N

 C
O

N
S

E
N

T
 A

G
E

N
D

A
)



Minutes  Farmington City Council  June 3, 2013  

City of Farmington  Page 2 Updated 7/11/2013 11:01 AM   

Pastue reviewed the financial impact between the offer from the church (Option 
A) and one from a residential developer (Option B).  He stated the offer from the 
church demonstrated a higher present value.  
 
Chri stiansen reviewed other offers that have been submitted thus far.  He 
discussed the proposed lot split by the church and reviewed a survey of the 
property that showed conceptually what the split might look like in terms of 
residential development and the c hurch property.   
 
Responding to a question from Cowley, Pastue confirmed the City would realize 
more value from a residential development than the proposal from the church.  
 
Discussion followed regarding the type of residential developments that have 
been  proposed.  
 
McShane advised the city should not be shortsighted on this property, noting 
there may be other opportunities down the road.  She stated senior living should 
not be ruled out since the need for this type of housing will only grow.  She had 
rese rvations about the offers received so far.  She would like to keep the 
property on the market another month or two to see what other opportunities 
may develop.  
 
Responding to a question from Galvin, Pastue stated Council is not required to 
take a vote on a ny of the offers as a result of the public hearing.  
 
Galvin would like to see what the public wants as a result of the public hearing.  
He would also like to see the developers attend the hearing as well.  
 
Galvin asked about the financial ability of the de velopers who have made offers 
on the property.  Christiansen responded all the developers at their price point 
would come to the table to close.  He believes a residential development poses 
the greatest financial risk.  
 
Christiansen shared a proposal recei ved that day for a senior living 
development.   
 
Galvin asked about any discussions with school administration about this 
property that might fit within their long term plans.  
 
Pastue believes the term goal of school administration is to consolidate all of  
their administrative functions.  He noted this is not part of their current bond 
proposal.  
 
Discussion followed regarding previous dialogue with school administration 
regarding the courthouse property that ended with no result.  Pastue pointed 
out they ar e in a different position now given their long term goal of 
consolidation.  He stated they recognize there is a higher and better use for that 
property.  
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Cowley stated he would like to know the intentions of the schools.  He believes 
the highest use for th at property is housing.  
 
Buck concurred that more families within walking distance of downtown helps it 
thrive.  He stated housing provides the greatest return on investment for both 
the city and the downtown.  
 
Discussion followed regarding the broader imp act of residential development 
including more kids in the schools and disposable income spending in the city.  
 
Buck expressed the importance of setting the public hearing date as soon as 
possible.  He pointed out if council takes 120 days to make a decisio n the city 
has lost a year of construction time.  
 
Pastue noted that if a decision was made within 90 days construction could 
begin next year.  
 
Buck pointed out the school situation will be very slow to develop and any 
coordination with them at this point w ould cause the city to lose out on 
thousands of dollars of revenue.  
 
McShane expressed support for residential development as long as it is the right 
fit and price.   
 
Christiansen reviewed the viability of each of the offers.  
 
Galvin asked about other loc ations in the city that might keep those developers 
who made non - residential offers in the community.  
 
Discussion followed regarding other opportunities for development or 
redevelopment in the community.  
 
Council concurred a public hearing is the next step  in the process.  

4.  ECONOMIC INCENTIVES  

Council concurred to delay discussion on economic incentives until a later date.  

A. Motion to table discussion on economic incentives until a later date.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

5.  CANCELLATION AND RES CHEDULING OF JUNE 17  MEETING  

A. Discussion -  Cancellation and Rescheduling of June 17 Meeting  
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Discussion was held regarding cancell ation of the June 17th regular meeting due 
Councilmembers who will be on vacation on that date.  
 
Council discussed setting two special meeting dates on Friday, June 21st and 
Monday, June 24th.  Further discussion was held on the agenda items for each 
meeti ng.  

6.  OTHER BUSINESS  

No other business was heard.  

7.  PUBLIC COMMENT  

No public comment was heard.  

8.  COUNCIL COMMENT  

No Council Comment was heard.  

9.  ADJOURNMENT  

 Motion to adjourn the meeting.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmem ber  
SECONDER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

The meeting adjourned at 6:56 p.m.  

  
Mayor J.T. Buck   

  
Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk    
 
 
Approval Date: ______________________  
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 Regular  City Council  Meeting  
7 :00 PM , MONDAY,  JUNE 3, 2013  

City Council Chambers  
23600 Liberty Street  

Farmington, MI  48335  

 

DRAFT  

 

REGULAR  MEETING MINUTES  
 

City of Farmington  Page 1 Updated 7/11/2013 4:58 PM  

A Regular  meeting  of the Farmington City Council was held on June 3, 2013 , in City 
Council Chambers , 23600 Liberty Street , Farmington , MI . Notice of the meeting was 
posted in compliance with Public Act 267 -1976.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM  by Mayor J.T. Buck . 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER  
Attendee Name  Title  Status  Arrived  
J.T. Buck  Mayor  Present   
Greg Cowley  Councilmember  Present   
William Galvin  Mayor Pro Tem  Present   
JoAnne McShane  Councilmember  Present   

City Administration Present  
Director Chri stiansen  
City Clerk Halberstadt  
City Manager Pastue  
Director Schulz  
Treasurer Weber  

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

Treasurer Weber led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

3.  PUBLIC COMMENT  

No public comment was heard.  

4.  APPROVAL OF ITEMS ON  CONSENT AGENDA  

Move to approve the items on the consent agenda as presented.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, McShane  

A. Approve Public Works and Water Sewer Department Quarterly Report  
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B. Request for "Tag Days" -  Fundraising Event  

5.  APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA  

Move to approve the agenda as amended adding Item No. 8K -  Cancel 
Regular Meeting and Schedule Two Special Meetings.  

RESULT:  APPROVED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Cou ncilmember  
SECONDER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, McShane  

6.  PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARINGS  

A. Special Event Request -  DWNTWN/Crys Cloud  

Austin Godwin was present to discuss his request to hold a concert at the 
Sundquist Pavilion in  Riley Park on June 22, 2013.  
 
Council expressed concern regarding the lack of a security plan for the event 
and the construction taking place on Grove Street near the park.  
 
Council expressed strong support for such an event, but recommended Mr 
Godwin wor k with the Department of Public Safety in developing a security plan.  
 
McShane recommended the city develop a policy regarding this type of special 
event request and apply a fee as well.  
 
John Godwin, Austin's father, requested clarification on how the iss ues 
concerning the event should be addressed.  

B. Special Event Request for Telangana Development Forum (TDF) -  
Detroit Chapter  

Pastue reviewed a special event request from Telangana Development Forum to 
hold a gathering in Shiawassee Park.  He indicated th ere would be about 200 
people at the event.  
 
McShane expressed concern regarding parking.  
 
Schulz advised the park can easily handle 200 people.  
 
Move to approve a special event request from the Telangana 
Development Forum to hold a Vanabhojanalu (Indian R eligious Event) 
at Shiawassee Park on Saturday, June 15, 2013, 10:00 a.m. -  6:00 p.m.  
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RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

C. Pu blic Hearing -  Fiscal Year 2013 - 14 Budget and Millage Rates  

Pastue reviewed the proposed FY2013 -14 budget and millage rates.  

 Motion to Open the Public Hearing.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Greg Cowley, Counci lmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

Hearing no public comment Buck asked for a motion to close the public hearing.  

 Motion to close the public hearing.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER :  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

7.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

No unfinished business was heard.  

8.  NEW BUSINESS  

A. Consideration to Amend Fiscal Year 2012 - 13 Budget  

Pastue reviewed the proposed amendmen ts to the FY2012 -13 budget.  
 
Galvin questioned the source of the $250k transferred to the Capital 
Improvement Fund.  
 
Pastue responded this one time transfer is the result of a combination of a 
disbursement from the City's risk management carrier, projects  where the 
money was not transferred, and overall expenditures were not as high as 
anticipated.  
 
Move to adopt a resolution to amend the FY2012/13 budget as 
presented. [SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION]  CMR 06 -13 -018  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Co wley, Galvin, McShane, Buck.  
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RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

B. Consideration to Amend Fiscal Year 2012 - 13 Brownfield Re development  
Authority and Corridor Improvement Authority Budgets  

Pastue reviewed the proposed amendments to the FY2012 -13 Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority and Corridor Improvement Authority Budgets.  
 
Move to amend FY2012 - 13 Brownfield Redevelopment Auth ority and 
Corridor Improvement Authority budgets as presented. [SEE ATTACHED 
BUDGETS].  CMR 06 -13 -019  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, McShane, Buck, Cowley.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

C. Consideration of Resolution to Adopt Fiscal Year 2013 - 14 Budget and 
Millage Rates  

Galvin asked if there was some way the city could dedicate a portion of the 
milla ge to the Capital Improvement Fund (CIF).  
 
Pastue indicated the city has been in a 3 -year survival plan and he believes the 
worst of the storm is over.  He stated with this proposed budget serious 
consideration was given to dedicating millage to the CIF, however, given the 
unknown relative to changes in personal property tax he decided to hold back. 
He will continue to review and evaluate funding the CIF.  
 
Galvin noted a change in the tone of conversation and Council's increasing 
positive outlook. He belie ves the CIF is a barometer for the financial health of 
the city.  He further believes the city should be able to find at least 1/10th of a 
mil to dedicate to the fund. He stated this may not make a large dent in funding 
the CIF, but it starts the attitude shift towards recognizing its importance.  
 
Cowley congratulated Pastue and his staff on managing a tough budget.  He 
agreed with Galvin on the importance of funding the CIF. He stated the need to 
be vigilant in growing revenue and managing expenses.  He p ointed out the 
budget was balanced because of the consolidation of dispatch. He noted retiree 
healthcare is a bigger issue than CIF.  
 
McShane thanked Pastue, Weber and staff for the wonderful job they have done 
not only this year, but over the last several  difficult years.  She is encouraged 
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this year that the city budget is stable with a healthy 25% fund balance. She 
noted employees have made great sacrifices over the last several years to help 
the city get through difficult times.  She expressed concern o ver any 
consideration to cut millage rates right now, noting DPS previously had fourteen 
employees, now they have five. She believes the Visioning Session will provide 
direction for the city in terms of the priorities of the residents.  The city will 
conti nue to be diligent in cutting costs, finding new revenues and being prudent 
in spending money.  
 
Buck stated the Farmington staff has done an extraordinary job developing 
budgets that work in very difficult times.  He noted during those times the city 
conti nued to keep a pulse on development.  He pointed out nine projects 
currently in the works.  He noted the community has been kept safe, city funds 
have been managed responsibly, and services have been maintained.  
 
Move to adopt a resolution approving the F iscal Year 2013 - 14 Budget 
and Millage rates as presented.  [SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION] CMR 06 -13 -
020  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: McShane, Buck, Cowley, Galvin.  

RESULT:  ADOPTED [3 TO 1]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Greg Cowl ey, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, JoAnne McShane  
NAYS:  William Galvin  

D. Consideration to Adopt DDA's 2013 - 14 Budget & PSD Special 
Assessment  

Pastue reviewed the proposed FY 2013 -14 Downtown Development Authority 
Budget.  
 
Move to approve a re solution to adopt the FY 2013 - 14 budget for the 
Farmington Downtown Development Authority .  [SEE ATTACHED 
RESOLUTION]. CMR  06 -13 -021  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, McShane.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William G alvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

E. Consideration to Adopt Fiscal Year 2013 - 14 Joint Agency Budgets  
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Pastue reviewed the proposed FY 2013 -14 budget for the 47th District C ourt, 
Brownfield Redevelopment Authority, and joint agency budgets.  
 
Responding to a question from McShane, Pastue stated there was little to no 
increase to the joint agency budgets, a $25k increase for the 47th District Court, 
a reduction of $1200 to the Brownfield Redevelopment budget, and this is the 
first year for the Corridor Improvement Authority.  
 
Responding to a further question from McShane, Pastue stated the increase in 
court costs has to do with the formula on how the two cities divide their shar e.  
He noted there was an overall reduction in the court's budget.  
 
McShane pointed out the increase was due to decreased activities from 
Farmington Hills in terms of court cases, traffic citations, etc.  She expressed 
concern regarding the increase in cos t to Farmington.  She would like the city to 
meet with the court to determine if there are options in reducing costs.  
 
Galvin stated the issue is how to make the cost sharing arrangement between 
the cities of Farmington and Farmington Hills equitable.   
 
Discussion followed regarding how the 47th District Court compares to other 
courts in terms of caseloads, costs, etc.  
 
Buck suggested scheduling a meeting with the court for the next budget cycle.  
He noted the court has an excellent reputation in the stat e for running a very 
tight operation.  He stated they are very community oriented and bring 
innovative programs to the community.  He noted the pressures of the budget 
causes the city to look at the court costs.  
 
Move to adopt FY 2013 - 14 budget resolution for the 47th District Court, 
Brownfield Redevelopment Authority, and joint agency budgets as 
presented . [SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION]. CMR 06 -13 -022  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Buck.  

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER :  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

F. Consideration to Adopt Resolution to Amend Residential 
Refuse/Recycling User Charge  

Pastue reviewed resolution to amend Res idential Refuse/Recycling User Change 
effective July 1, 2013.  
 
Move to adopt resolution to amend the Residential Refuse/Recycling 
User Charge effective July 1, 2013.  [SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION] CMR 06 -
13 -023  
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The votes were taken in the following order: Galv in, McShane, Buck, Cowley.  

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

G. Consideration to Introduce Ordinance C - 769 - 2013 Amending Traffi c 
Control Orders  

Pastue advised the city first adopted traffic control orders in the 1970's and 
numerous amendments have been made over the years.  He discussed the 
major changes made to the control orders in this comprehensive amendment.  
 
Responding to a question from Cowley, Director Schulz stated the only 
adjustments made to parking were outside of the downtown.  
 
Move to introduce Ordinance C - 769 - 2013 to approve a comprehensive 
amendment to the City's Traffic Control Orders and authorize future 
amendment s to be approved by resolution.  [SEE ATTACHED ORDINANCE].  

RESULT:  INTRODUCED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

H. Consideration to Approve R enewal of City Assessing Services Agreement 
with Oakland County Equalization Division  

Pastue advised the contract with the Oakland County Equalization Division to 
provide annual assessment of real and personal property is for three years 
ending June 30, 20 16.  
 
Move to approve 2013 - 2016 contract with the Oakland County 
Equalization Division to provide City Assessing Services for both real 
and personal property and authorize the Mayor and Clerk to sign the 
agreement on behalf of the City.  [SEE ATTACHED CONTRA CT].  CMR 06 -13 -
024  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: McShane, Buck, Cowley, Galvin.  
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RESULT:  APPROVED [3 TO 1]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  
NAYS:  Greg Cowley  

I . Consideration to Appoint Council Member to Serve as SEMCOG 
Representative  

Mayor Buck volunteered to replace Kristin Kuiken as a delegate to serve on the 
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) Board of Directors until a 
replacement can be found.  
 
Move to appoint Mayor Buck to serve on the Southeast Michigan Council 
of Governments (SEMCOG) Board of Directors.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Gre g Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

J. Consideration to Schedule a Public Hearing to Consider Offer to  
Purchase Old 47Th District Courthouse Property  

Pastue recommended placing the public hearing for the courthouse property on 
the June 24th meeting a genda.  
 
Galvin requested the administration invite those who have made offers on the 
property to attend the public hearing as well as the surrounding residents of 
same.  
 
Move to authorize the City Manager to schedule a public hearing for 
June 24, 2013 at 6pm to consider an offer to purchase the old 47th 
District Courthouse property.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

K.  Cancel Re gular Meeting and Schedule Two Special Meetings  

 Motion to cancel the June 17, 2013 Regular Meeting and Schedule 
two Special Meetings on July 21, 2013 at 8:00 AM and July 24, 2013 
at 6:00 PM.  
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RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

9.  DEPARTMENT HEAD COMM ENTS  

Halberstadt announced the upcoming Porch Party at the Mansion on June 13th, 7 -
9PM.  She also noted the upcoming August 6th speci al election for the School  Bond 
Proposal.  
 
Christiansen provided updates on the Grove Street project, Drakeshire Center 
project, and the status of the auction that will take place at the Farmington Tennis 
Club on June 19th.  

10.  COUNCIL COMMENT  

McShane rec ognized the success of the recent art fair in the downtown.  She 
thanked everyone who was involved. She would like the city to develop a policy for 
anyone who uses city facilities so we are careful not to discriminate.  She stated the 
city should review as sociated fees and how they are applied.  
 
Cowley congratulated everyone who participated in Art on the Grand.   He was able 
to see the destination strategy played out at the event. He noted there were a 
number of people who attended that were in Farmington for the first time.  
 
Cowley reminded everyone about the next Visioning Meeting scheduled for the 
following Wednesday evening at the Masonic Lodge. He complimented Farmington 
and past Councils for doing well with less.  He spoke about the upcoming election  
on the School bond millage.  He encouraged everyone to get out and vote.  
 
Galvin advised he voted no on the FY 2013 -14 budget not as a way to diminish the 
efforts City Administration has put into the budget, but to highlight the need for 
dedicated millag e to the Capital Improvement Fund.  He further discussed the 
importance of the Capital Improvement Fund.  
 
Buck expressed appreciation for the effort put forth by the Department of Public 
Safety in updating the Traffic Control Ordinance.  
 
Buck noted the up coming budget includes a 2% increase in employee wages, but 
pointed out that three years ago they took a 5% decrease in wages and benefits.  
He is gratified to see that the city has turned a corner where some of the funds 
sacrificed by employees are being restored.  
 
Buck requested further study on merchant parking during the Farmers Market.  He 
noted the city has tried a couple of different solutions, but he is not convinced they 
have resolved the issue.  
 
Buck also recognized the success of the recent art fair in the downtown.  
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Pastue advised the Downtown Development Authority gave the Director the 
authority to purchase the second phase of the Orchard Development property.  
 
Buck noted this is an excellent opportunity for residential development.  

11.  ADJOUR NMENT  

 Motion to adjourn the meeting.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  

  
Mayor J.T. Buck   

  
Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk    
 
 
Approval Date: ______________________  
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 Special  City Council  Meeting  
8:00 AM , FRIDAY,  JUNE 21, 2013  

Conference Room A  
Farmington City Hall  

23600 Liberty St  
Farmington, MI  48335  

 

DRAFT  

 

SPECIAL  MEETING MINUTES  
 

City of Farmington  Page 1 Updated 7/11/2013 2:33 PM  

A Special  meeting  of the Farmington City Council was held on June 21, 2013 , in 
Conference Room A , Farmington City Hall , Farmington , MI . Notice of the meeting 
was posted in compliance with Public Act 267 -1976.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 AM by  Mayor J.T. Buck . 

 

1.  ROLL CALL  
Attendee Name  Title  Status  Arrived  
J.T. Buck  Mayor  Present   
Greg Cowley  Councilmember  Present   
William Galvin  Mayor Pro Tem  Present   
JoAnne McShane  Councilmember  Present   

2.  PUBLIC COMMENT  

No public comment was heard.  

3 . APPROVAL OF  AGENDA  

Motion to approve the agenda as amended, moving Item No. 6 Interviews -  
Vacant City Council Seat to follow Item No. 7 -  Council Comment.  

RESULT:  APPROVED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Greg Cowle y, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, McShane  

4.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

A. Consideration to Adopt Ordinance #C - 769 - 2013 to Amend Traffic 
Control Orders  

Pastue reviewed Ordinance C -769 -2013 that comprehensively amends the City's 
traffic control orders.  
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Motion to adopt Ordinance C - 769 - 2013 to approve a comprehensive 
amendment to the City's Traffic Control Orders and authorize future 
amendments to be approved by resolution.  [SEE ATTACHED ORDINANCE].   
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Cowley, G alvin, McShane, Buck.  

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

5.  NEW BUSINESS  

A. Consideration to Amend Water and Sewer Rates Eff ective July 1, 2013  

Pastue reviewed proposed water and sewer rates effective July 1, 2013.  
 
Responding to a question from Galvin, Pastue advised he has no information 
other than what has been provided in the newspapers regarding how Detroit 
Water and Sewer  will be impacted by the Emergency Manager and possible 
bankruptcy.  
 
Galvin recommended SEMCOG unite Oakland County communities to address 
this issue.  
 
Cowley noted  Farmington's rates are a complete pass through from Detroit 
Sewer and Water.  
 
Pastue advis ed Farmington has done everything to control its costs including 
effective use of the water tower.  
 
Responding to a question from Buck, Pastue stated the city is not cutting its 
resources short with the proposed 4% increase, noting a sufficient reserve.  
 
Responding to a further question from Buck, Pastue confirmed the city's water 
quality is secure.  
 
Motion to adopt Chapter 11 of the City Fee Schedule, as presented, 
which amends the water and sewer fees effective July 1, 2013.  [SEE 
ATTACHED FEE SCHEDULE]. CMR 06 -13 -025  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, McShane, Buck, Cowley.  
 
 
 
McShane recommended sending a letter to Oakland County stating the city's 
concerns regarding continued increases and the impact of merging with the 
Water Departmen t.  
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RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

B. Consideration to Amend Cemetery Fees Effective July 1, 2013  

Pastue reviewed propos ed increases to Cemetery fees effective July 1, 2013.  
 
Motion to adopt Chapter 3 of the City Fee Schedule, as presented, which 
amends the cemetery fees effective July 1, 2013.  [SEE ATTACHED FEE 
SCHEDULE].  CMR 06 -13 -026  
 
The votes were taken in the follow ing order: McShane, Buck, Cowley, Galvin.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

C. Consideration to Amend Employee Administrative Manual and Non -
Union Pay Plan  

Pastue reviewed proposed changes to the Employee Administrative Manual and 
Non -Union pay effective July 1, 2013.  
 
Responding to a question from Buck, Pastue advised there is no formal review 
process for department heads.  
 
Responding to an additional question from Buck, Pastue confirmed a review 
process in place for the Economic and Community Development Director and 
that he would also be entitled to a 2% increase.  
 
Motion to adopt a resolution amending the employee administra tive 
manual and non -union pay plan effective July 1, 2013.  [SEE ATTACHED 
RESOLUTION] CMR 06 -13 -027  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, McShane.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Greg  Cowley, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

D. Consideration to Ratify One - Year Collective Bargaining Agreement with 
Police Officers Association of Michigan (POAM)  
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Pastue reviewed proposed one -year collective bargain ing agreement for the 
Police Officers Association of Michigan (POAM).  
 
McShane asked how this contract compares to those of other Public Safety 
organizations?  
 
Pastue responded the wage increase is probably on the front end, but pointed 
out officers previ ously took a wage reduction that was not taken by other 
communities. He noted the total cost per employee is still lower than 
surrounding communities.  
 
Buck asked regarding any substantive changes made since the proposed 
benefits were reviewed by Council s everal weeks ago.  
 
Pastue responded the proposal to increase wages by 1.2% if all POAM and COAM 
employees agreed to change retirement age to 50 is not included in the 
contract.  
 
Motion to ratify a one - year collective bargaining agreement with the 
Police O fficers Association of Micigan (POAM).  [SEE ATTACHED 
AGREEMENT]. CMR 06 -13 -028  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Buck.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pr o Tem  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

E. Consideration to Ratify One - Year Collective Bargaining Agreement with 
Command Officers Association of Michigan (COAM)  

Pastue reviewed a one -year collective bargaining agreement with the Command 
Officers Association of Micigan (COAM).  
 
Motion to ratify a one - year collective bargaining agreement with the 
Command Officers Association of Michigan (COAM).  [SEE ATTACHED 
AGREEMENT].  CRM 06 -13 -029  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Ga lvin, McShane, Buck, Cowley.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

F. Consideration to Amend City Manager's Employment Agreement  
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Motion to adopt a resolution formalizing the terms and conditions to 
advance funds to the Downtown Development Authority to purchase 
Dimitri's Restaurant.  [SEE ATTACHED R ESOLUTION].   CMR 06 -13 -032  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Buck.  

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

I . Consideration to Approve Intergovernmental Agreement with 
Downtown Development Authority  

Pastue reviewed Intergovernmental Agreement with Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA).  
 
McShane stated it makes sense to take this action relative to  the Downtown 
Development Authority.  She would like to know the long term plan regarding 
the remainder of the DDA staff and office location. She stated it is imperative to 
look at all the ways the city can reduce costs.  
 
Pastue responded a memo will be p rovided to Council outlining the long term 
plan for the DDA.  
 
Motion to approve an Intergovernmental agreement with the Downtown 
Development Authority subject to non - substantive changes 
recommended by the City Attorney.  [SEE ATTACHED AGREEMENT]. CMR 06 -
13 -033  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, McShane, Buck, Cowley.  

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

J. Considera tion to Approve Construction Estimate #1 for the Grove Street 
Project  

Pastue reviewed construction estimate #1 with Warren Contractors.  
 
Motion to approve payment of construction estimate #1 to Warren 
Contractors in the amount of $154,904.71 for work compl eted through 
May 31, 2013 on the Grove Street Project.  CMR 06 -13 -034  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: McShane, Buck, Cowley, Galvin.  
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RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES :  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

K. Consideration of Resolution Recognizing the Friends of the Governor 
Warner Mansion as a Non - Profit Organization Within the City of 
Farmington for Purposes of Receiving a Charitable Gaming License  

McShane noted this is a progressive move for the Mansion and recognized the 
tremendous effort put forth by the volunteers.  
 
Motion to adopt a Charitable Gaming License resolution recognizing the 
Friends of the Governor Warner Mansion as a non - profit organi zation 
within the City of Farmington.  [SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION]. CMR 06 -13 -
035  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, McShane.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro T em  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

L. Consideration to Accept Proposals for Digital Projection Equipment at 
Civic Theater and Authorize Purchase  

Pastue reviewed proposal to purchase Digital Project Equipment at Civic Theater.  
 
Motion to accept proposals for digital projection equipment at the Civic 
Theater and authorize the purchase with Progressive Cinema Solutions 
in the amount of $151,916.00.  CMR 06 -13 -036  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Cowley, Galvin, McShane,  Buck.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

M. Motion to adopt a resolution to amend the Fiscal Year 2013/13 Budget. 
[SEE ATTA CHED RESOLUTION].  CMR 06 - 13 - 037  
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RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, McS hane, Buck, Cowley.  

N. Motion to adopt MERS Benefit Program Defined Contribution as defined 
in the MERS 2010 Restated Uniform Defined Contribution Program 
Resolution and the MERS Restated Defined Contribution Plan Adoption 
Agreement. [SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTI ON AND AGREEMENT]. CMR 06 -
13 - 038  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

The votes were taken in the following order: McShane, Buck,  Cowley, Galvin.  

O. Motion to approve payment of construction estimate #4 to Richard 
Hyman Builders in the amount of $34,177.20 for work completed on the 
Drakeshire Center Improvements through June 1, 2013. CMR 06 - 13 - 039  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

The votes were taken in the following order: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, McShane.  

6.  COUNCIL COMMENT  

Galvin stated the sidewalk on Gr and River, west of Drake and east of Halsted, is the 
worst stretch of sidewalk in city.  He noted it is dangerous for pedestrians because 
it is so close to Grand River.  
 
Galvin requested the removal of a construction sign located on the sidewalk that 
creat es an obstacle for pedestrians.  He asked regarding the cost to fix certain parts 
of the sidewalk.  
 
Pastue responded that stretch of sidewalk is used by multi - family units and 
suggested a special assessment  might be an option.  He stated there needs to b e a 
comprehensive improvement to whole area.  
 
Council took a 5 minute break at 9:15 a.m.  
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7.  INTERVIEWS -  VACANT CITY COUNCIL SEAT  

 Interviews -  Vacant City Council Seat  

Council interviewed the following candidates for the council vacancy:  
 
Jeffery Scott  
Dwayne Hayes  
Sara Bowman  
Robert Fougere  
 
A fifth candidate, Steven Schneemann, was interviewed by Council earlier in the 
week.  
 
Discussion followed regarding the process going forward for making the 
appointment.  
 
Cowley expressed his support for the appoint ment of Steve Schneemann.  He 
noted his work with him when they both served on the DDA Board.  He stated 
Steve is independent -minded, analytical and a business owner who is invested in 
the community.  
 
McShane suggested a review of the process used in makin g the last council 
appointment.  
 
Council expressed support for the process used for the previous council vacancy 
that included voting for their top two candidates to reach a final decision.  
 
Galvin asked if Council was considering making the appointment th at day.  He 
expressed concern about rushing the process.  He would like the weekend to 
consider his decision.  
 
Buck discussed the extraordinary commitment to the city by three of the 
candidates.  
 
McShane expressed the importance of a diverse Council, that it should reflect 
the community.  
 
Discussion followed regarding the criteria for making the appointment including 
critical thinking, civic commitment and the additive factor.  
 
Discussion continued regarding adding the council appointment to the Monday 
meet ing agenda.  Discussion followed regarding the critical items on that 
agenda.  
 
Buck stated he would like the new council member to attend the Monday night 
meeting given the critical decisions that need to be made.  
 
Galvin expressed concern that none of the  candidates had attended a council 
meeting.  
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Pastue discussed the actions Council would be taking at the Monday night 
meeting.  
 
Cowley questioned why the decision couldn't be made now.  
 
McShane pointed out the decision should be made publicly noting no pub lic was 
currently in attendance.  
 
Galvin stated his preference would be to wait, but if necessary he could make a 
decision that day.  
 
Buck asked McShane if she would be more comfortable if council went ahead 
and made a decision that day and then discussed the reasons at the Monday 
night meeting.  
 
McShane reaffirmed she was not prepared to vote.  She would like more time to 
review the applications and needed the weekend to do that.  
 
Cowley did not see the need to wait until Monday to make a decision.  
 
Motion  by Cowley, seconded by Galvin,  to make the decision today and appoint 
Steve Schneemann to fill the council vacancy.  
 
McShane expressed opposition to making the decision today.  She did not 
believe other candidates were being considered.  She believed thi s was a pre -
made decision.  She questioned the openness of the action taken today.  
 
Buck stated he would like all council members to be comfortable that due 
process was followed in making the selection while on the other hand he is 
feeling the need for exp ediency so the new council member can be involved in 
making key decisions at the Monday night meeting.  
 
Buck did not believe a pre -made decision had been made.  He pointed out 
council members had an opportunity to review the candidate profiles.  
 
McShane no ted Schneemann was on vacation and would not be able to attend 
the Monday night meeting.  
 
Buck proposed an amendment to the motion to vote only on whether a decision 
should be made today and remove the appointment of Steve Schneemann to 
city council.  
 
Cowl ey accepted the amendment to the motion.  
 
Galvin pointed out he seconded the original motion in order to move it to a vote, 
but did not necessarily support the motion.  He stated his mind was not made 
up regarding the appointment.  

 Motion to move forward a nd make an appointment to city council at this 
meeting.  
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RESULT:  DEFEATED [1 TO 3]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  Greg Cowley  
NAYS:  J.T. Buck, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

8.  ADJOURNMENT  

 Motion to adjourn the meeting.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane  

The meeting adjourned at 11:20 am.  

  
Mayor J.T. Buck   

  
Susan K. Halberstadt , City Clerk    
 
 
Approval Date: ______________________  
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Attachment: AP Montly Payments Report 053113  (1310 : Approve Farmington Monthly Payment Report, May 2013)
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