Minutes	Farmington City Council	October 20, 2025
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				Conference Room
				23600 Liberty Street
				Farmington, MI 48335

                                      
___________________________________________________________________________

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

A special meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on October 20, 2025, at 23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting was posted in compliance with Public Act 267-1976. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:01 PM by Mayor LaRussa 

1.	ROLL CALL

	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Johnna Balk
	Mayor Pro-Tem
	Present
	

	Joe LaRussa
	Mayor 
	Present
	

	Kevin Parkins
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Steve Schneemann
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Maria Taylor
	Councilmember
	Present
	



City Administration Present: 
City Manager, David Murphy 
Assistant City Manager, Chris Weber
City Clerk, Meaghan Bachman
City Treasurer/Finance Director, Jaime Pohlman
DDA Director, Jessica Westendorf 
City Attorney, Tom Schultz 


[bookmark: _Hlk158819535]2.	APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA

[bookmark: _Hlk187755766]Motion by Balk 
Seconded by Schneemann

Resolved, move to approve the amended agenda by exchanging the order of agenda items 4 and 
5.

Motion carried unanimously 5-0

3.	PUBLIC COMMENT 

	Resident Chuck Frost at 23660 Case Ave., spoke of the MERS Pension Program agenda item and noted he is hopeful the changes will not have a financial impact on the City. 

	Ryan Cavanaugh, Heights Brewing business owner at 23621 Farmington Road, spoke of the Founders Day agenda item and expressed his interest in selecting a new vendor to host the event. 



4.	CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE EVENT PLANNING COMPANY TO PRODUCE FARMINGTON FOUNDERS FESTIVAL
	
	City Manager David Murphy reported that a committee reviewed RFPs from four companies and narrowed it down to two finalists – Events 360 and JAG Entertainment. The committee initially recommended 360 Events based on their experience with hosting the event in Farmington. ‎‎Council discussed the interview process and voiced pros and cons on both Events 360 and Jag Entertainment. 

After discussion, the Council voted unanimously to direct the City Manager and City Attorney to prepare a contract with JAG Entertainment for the Founders Festival, to be considered at the November 11th or 17th council meeting. 

[bookmark: _Hlk213839196]	Motion by Taylor
	Supported by Balk 

	RESOLVED, move to direct the City Manager and City Attorney’s office to prepare a contract extension with Jag Entertainment for the Founders Festival for Council consideration at a future meeting. It was noted this is not a contract with Jag Entertainment, it is for the Attorney to prepare a contract for approval. 

	Roll Call Vote:
	Yeas: Balk, LaRussa, Parkins, Schneemann, Taylor 
	Nays: None

	Motion carried unanimously 5-0

5.	 CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE THE TRANSFER OF THE CITY MANAGER AND ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER FROM THE DEFINED CONTRIBUTION PLAN TO THE DEFINED BENEFIT PLAN
	
	SUMMARY: 
[bookmark: _Hlk161134045]The City currently provides a defined benefit pension to all full-time employees except for the following individuals: City Manager, Assistant City Manager, DPW Employees Hired After June 1, 2013

Administration is requesting that Council consider converting the City Manager and Assistant City Manager from the defined contribution system to the defined benefit system.  Converting these employees to the defined benefit system would require those employees to give up their defined contribution accounts and the City would have to contribute additional funds to cover the entire cost of providing this benefit.  In addition, the ongoing yearly pension contributions would increase. 

To determine the cost for converting the City Manager and Assistant City Manager, Administration requested a valuation dated January 16, 2025.  That valuation, which was based on the actuarial valuation dated December 31, 2023, showed the balance of the defined contribution accounts to be transferred as $512,000; the amount of the City’s contribution as $117,000; and an increase to the yearly pension contribution as $30,000 in the first year and an average of $45,000 over a 10-year period.  Note: Final required contributions and transfer amounts will be prepared following the conversion date, including the use of updated data as of the conversion date. The following motion was made: 

	Motion by Balk 
	Supported by Parkins 

	RESOLVED, move to approve the conversion of the City Manager and Assistant City Manager currently enrolled in the MERS Defined Contribution plan to the MERS Defined Benefit plan, as detailed in the Supplemental Valuation dated January 16, 2025. Option 1, which grants service credit in the Defined Benefit plan retroactive to the date of participation with the City and transfers Defined Contribution assets into the Defined Benefit plan.

Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: LaRussa, Parkins, Schneemann, Taylor, Balk 
Nays: None

	Motion carried unanimously 5-0

6.	OTHER BUSINESS

City Manager David Murphy mentioned the Warner Mansion and the need to evaluate the contents before the auction is scheduled. 

Assistant City Manager Chris Weber presented information about a parking study that recommended changes to parking requirements in the downtown area. The parking committee recommended three changes: reducing office parking requirements from 1 space per 250 sq ft to 1 per 300 sq ft; changing multifamily residential requirements from 2 spaces per unit to 1 space for efficiency/one-bedroom units and 1.5 spaces for larger units; and basing calculations on gross leasable area rather than gross floor area.

8.	PUBLIC COMMENT

None. 


9.	COUNCIL COMMENT

	None. 
	 









10.	ADJOURNMENT

[bookmark: _Hlk197288622]	Motion by Balk 
	Seconded by Taylor

[bookmark: _Hlk155776510]Resolved, move to adjourn the special meeting at 7:04 PM. 

Motion carried unanimously




________________________________
Joe LaRussa, Mayor 

___________________________________
Meaghan K. Bachman, City Clerk		
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