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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
 
A special meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on June 24, 2024, at 23600 Liberty 
Street, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting was posted in compliance with Public Act 267-
1976.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:04 PM by Mayor LaRussa. 
 
1. ROLL CALL 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
Johnna Balk Mayor Pro-Tem Present  
Joe LaRussa Mayor  Present  
Kevin Parkins Councilmember Present  
Steve Schneemann Councilmember Present  
Maria Taylor Councilmember Present  
City Administration Present 
City Manager David Murphy 
City Clerk Meaghan Bachman 
Deputy Treasurer Jaime Pohlman  
DDA Director Kate Knight 
City Attorney Tom Schultz 
DPW Superintendent Chuck Eudy 
Building Official Jeff Bowdell  
 

 
2. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA 
 
Move to approve the agenda as presented.   
RESULT: APPROVED - UNANIMOUS  
MOVER: Balk, Mayor Pro-Tem 
SECONDER: Parkins, Councilmember 

 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
 Nancy Skrzycki noted her excitement with the city events and improvements.    
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4. ESTABLISHING SOCIAL DISTRICT COMMONS AREA THAT WILL BE UTILIZED 

EXCLUSIVELYFOR THE HARVEST MOON FESTIVAL AND SELECT FARMERS 
MARKETS DURING THE EFFECTIVE PERIOD OF THE SPECIAL LICENSE. 

 
 DDA Director Knight presented this agenda item and noted the following. MCL 436.1551 

creating the “Social District Permit,” has recently been amended to allow permittees with 
Special Licenses for events to sell alcohol within the Social District if an exclusive area 
within the Commons Area is designated for that event alone. The DDA has proposed to 
designate a separate area within the Syndicate Commons Area for the Harvest Moon 
Festival as shown in the attached drawing. The DDA must document this designated area 
for the MLCC in accordance with the requirements of Subsection 3 of Section 551 of the 
Act.  

 
Move to approve a resolution establishing Social District Commons Area that will be 
utilized exclusively for the Harvest Moon Celebration during the effective period of the 
special license as well as select Farmers Markets during the effective period of the special 
license. 
RESULT: APPROVED - UNANIMOUS  
MOVER: Balk, Mayor Pro-Tem 
SECONDER: Taylor, Councilmember 

 
 
 
5. DISCUSSION REGARDING GOVERNOR WARNER MANSION 
 

Councilmember Schneemann was assigned to the task of developing a design for the 
Governor Warner Mansion grounds. The time estimate to complete the project would be 
3-5 years and a total estimated cost of $3.5 Million and improvements would be done in 
phases. It was suggested that Phase I would include, the house stabilization, barn 
improvements, and gazebo improvements. Some of the highlights of the plan, with 
estimated project cost include: 
• Parking Lot Improvements $370K 

o New Paving/Striping 
o Retaining Walls 
o Masonry Screen Wall 
o Landscape Screening  

• Proposed Event Space $1.2M 
o Accommodate up to 160 Guests 
o Warming Kitchen 
o Restrooms  
o Operable Glass Facade 

• Courtyard Improvements $250K 
o New Focal Point such as a Fountain 
o New Landscaping and Flowers 
o New Pathways 
o New Brick Paved Areas 
o Festive Lighting  
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• Existing House $500K 
o Interior and Exterior Improvements  
o Use for Smaller Gatherings  

• Existing Barn $100K 
o Interior and Exterior Improvements Including Stabilization  
o Use for Smaller Gatherings  
o Smaller Serving Venue for Larger Events  

• Existing Gazebo $40K 
o Stabilization  
o Roof Replacement 
o Lighting/Sound 

• General Grounds Improvements $200K 
 
A recess was taken at 6:53 PM before entering closed session.  

 
6. CLOSED SESSION: CONFIDENTIAL WRITTEN CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITY ATTORNEY  
 
Move to convene into closed session at 7:03 PM to confidential written correspondence 
from city attorney. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Balk, Mayor Pro-Tem 
SECONDER: Taylor, Councilmember   
AYES: LaRussa, Parkins, Schneemann, Taylor, Balk 

 
Move to reconvene into the regular city council meeting at 8:42 PM  
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Balk, Mayor Pro-Tem 
SECONDER: Schneemann, Councilmember   

 
VOTE ON CLOSED SESSION ITEM:  
 
No item to vote on 
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7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Move to adjourn the meeting. 
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Schneemann, Councilmember   
SECONDER: Taylor, Councilmember   

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:49 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Joe LaRussa, Mayor  
 
 
  
Meaghan K. Bachman, City Clerk   
 
 


