
    City Council Meeting 
    7:00 p.m., Monday, June 5, 2023 
    City Council Chambers 
    23600 Liberty Street 
    Farmington, MI 48335 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MEETING AGENDA 
 
 
1. Roll Call  
 
2. Approval of Agenda  
 
3. Public Comment 
 
4. Public Safety Annual Report, Public Safety Director Bob Houhanisin 
 
5.  EMS update  
 
6.  Waste Management Solid Waste Collection one year extension 
 
7. Consideration to approve license agreement for use and maintenance of 

public right of way for outdoor seating, paving improvements, and 
landscape elements 

 
8. Resolution to review bicentennial steering committee 
 
9. Board and Commission Appointments 
 
10. Second reading of ordinance to amend chapter 29, Nuisances, Article III-

Littering and Distribution of Handbills, Section 19-65 Distributing on 
Handbills 

 
11. Second reading of ordinance to amend chapter 22 Solicitors 
 
12. Other Business  
 
13. Public Comment 
 
14. Council Comment 
 
15. Adjournment 
 
  
The City will follow its normal procedures for accommodation of persons with disabilities. Those individuals needing 
accommodations for effective participation in this meeting should contact the City Clerk (248) 474-5500, ext. 2218 
at least two working days in advance of the meeting. An attempt will be made to make reasonable 
accommodations. 
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Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting  
Date: June 5, 2023 

Item 
Number 

6 

Submitted by:  
Charles Eudy, Superintendent 

Agenda Topic:  
Waste Management Solid Waste Collection 1 year extension 

Proposed Motion:   
Move to approve a one (1) year solid waste collection extension with Waste Management for 
solid waste collection including trash, yard waste, and recycling. 

Background:   
Earlier this year, City Administration and Waste Management representatives met to review the 
Waste Management solid waste collection performance as per last year’s contract extension 
describes.  The contract extension allows for the City of Farmington to request Waste 
Management to provide rates for a second year extension.  The solid waste industry is still 
suffering from inadequate staffing, competitive markets, and a drop in recycling revenue.    
 
Waste Managements performance over the last 12 months has been on par with their 
performance prior to other RRRASOC communities leaving Waste Management.  Waste 
Management has reorganized routes, adjusted staffing, and endured a transition of 
management personnel.  Route Supervisors have improved their communication with Public 
Works advising of delays or equipment failures.  When Waste Management provides 
information of delays or breakdowns, that information is shared on social media with the 
residents. 
 
The current proposal includes a minor rate increase from $171.00 to $179.52 annually per 
household - which is less than the contract extension allows per the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI), - minor changes to the number of items permitted for trash collection, but no changes to 
the recycling or yard waste collections.   
 
If the City of Farmington is considering moving to the Cart/Cart Plus trash collection in the 
future, Waste Management is requesting a longer duration contract to offset the upstart expense 
of the carts.  Moving to the Cart/Cart Plus trash collection will help alleviate staffing shortages 
and employee productivity.  If the City of Farmington determines it is committed to moving to the 
Cart/Cart Plus system, Waste Management will provide public education material to the City of 
Farmington to inform the residents. 
 
City Administration and Mike Csapo at RRRASOC recommend accepting Waste Management’s 
proposal extending the service contract and additional year with the described contract 
modifications.     

Materials:  
4/24/2023 Meeting highlights 
Waste Management Contract Extension Proposal 



Waste Management/City of Farmington  
Contract Extension Meeting  

4/24/2023 9:00 AM 
23600 Liberty Street 

Chantell LaForest, Waste Management 
Doug Reams, Waste Management 
David Murphy, City Manager 
Chuck Eudy, Public Works 
Josh Leach, Public Works 
 

• No plans for carts with a 1 year renewal.  
• WM would like to secure a 5 year contract prior to providing carts.  A 3 year 

is possible but would be reflected in the rates.   
• 96 gallon carts when moved to carts.   
• 30-60 day change over period to change size cart. 
• No fee to swap during the 30-60 day period. 
• Recycling rates could increase an additional 20% by using trash carts. 
• WM to roll out App.   
• Trucks will be equipped with 9 cameras to monitor collections. 
• Public Works to continue to advise residents 2 bulk items per collection and 

encourage residents to contact WM when there is a large clean out. 
• WM to provide Farmington with bagster information to be placed on social 

media. 
• WM to provide images and sizes of carts to City of Farmington to be placed 

on social media when we are ready. 
• Possible display at Farmers Market later in the fall? 
• WM to provide back door service requirements to DPW.   
• Farmington is one of the few communities not using trash carts in SE 

Michigan 
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Council Meeting  
Date: June 2, 2023 

Item 
Number 

8 

Submitted by: Mayor Pro Tem Joe LaRussa 

Agenda Topic:  

Proposed Motion:   Move to approve a resolution establishing the Farmington Bicentennial 
Steering Committee 
 

Background:  At the May 15 City Council Meeting, Mayor Pro Tem Joe LaRussa proposed 
establishing a Bicentennial Steering Committee to plan a way to celebrate and recognize 
Farmington’s 200th year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Materials:  
 



CITY OF FARMINGTON 
 

OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
 

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING FARMINGTON 
BICENTENNIAL STEERING COMMITTEE 

 
 

At a meeting of the City Council of the City of Farmington, Oakland County, Michigan, 
held on the ____ day of ___________, 2023, at the City Hall, 23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, 
Michigan 48335. 
 

The following resolution was offered by _____________________________ and 
supported by _________________________________________. 
 

WHEREAS, Farmington was settled in 1824 by Arthur Power, a Quaker from Farmington, 
New York; and  

 
WHEREAS, 2024 marks the bicentennial of the founding of our City; and 
 
WHEREAS, in order to properly mark the moment, a celebration needs to be planned, and 

such planning should be broad-based and inclusive.; and 
 
WHEREAS, an appropriate tool for such planning would be a steering committee tasked 

with organizing different discussions and assembling for City Council’s consideration various 
recommendations to properly celebrate this event; and  

 
WHEREAS, such a Committee shall be established in the first instance for a period of 

time from ______, 2023, to July 31, 2024. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council finds as follows: 
 
1. The Committee to be known as the “Bicentennial Steering Committee” is hereby 

established. 

2. The Committee shall have eight (8) members, appointed by the Mayor with the 
approval of Council, plus ______________, who shall serve as the Council liaison. 

3. The Committee shall determine the number of times it shall meet regularly, and 
shall be charged with performing the following functions: 

• Recommend to Council elements of a bicentennial celebration; 

• Recommend to Council calendar of the elements (i.e., what things happen when); 

• Recommend to Council critical resources/relationships needed to execute 
celebration elements. 



2 

4. All meetings of the Committee shall be open to the public, in compliance with the 
Michigan Open Meetings Act. The Committee shall, at its first meeting following adoption of 
this resolution, choose a chairperson and a secretary from among its members, and shall meet 
regularly as necessary to complete its task, and shall keep a record of its meetings, information, 
findings, and determinations.  

AYES: 
NAYS: 
ABSTENTIONS: 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
  )ss 
COUNTY OF OAKLAND ) 
 
 I, MARY MULLISON, the duly-qualified Clerk of the City of Farmington, Oakland 
County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a Resolution 
adopted by the City Council of the City of Farmington at a duly-called meeting held on ______ 
day of _____________, 2023, the original of which is on file in my office. 
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto affixed by official signature this _____ day of 
_______________, 2023. 
 
 
 ________________________________________ 
 MARY MULLISON 
 Clerk, City of Farmington 

 



 

 

 
Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting  
Date: June 5, 2023 

Item 
Number 

9 

Submitted by: Melissa Andrade, Assistant to the City Manager 

Agenda Topic: Board and Commission Appointments 

Proposed Motion:   
1. Historical Commission: Appoint _______________ to the Farmington Historical 

Commission for a term ending March 31, 2026 
2. Beautification Committee: Appoint _________________ to serve a term on the 

Farmington Beautification Committee ending June 30, 2025 
3. Emergency Preparedness Committee: Appoint _________________to the 

Farmington/Farmington Hills Emergency Preparedness Committee for a term ending 
February 1, 2025.  

4. Emergency Preparedness Committee, alternate:  Appoint _________________to the 
Farmington/Farmington Hills Emergency Preparedness Committee as an alternate for a 
term ending February 1, 2025.  

 

Background:   
Last month council interviewed five candidates who are interested in serving on the city boards and 
commission. The candidates and their desired commission include: 

• Mike DeMott: Beautification Committee 

• Dr. Harrison Igwe: Had interviewed for Board of Review, on his application he selected Board and 
Review and Historical Commission, but said he’d serve anywhere needed. 

• Stefanie Messina: Library Board and Beautification (Library seat just became available last week, 
so has not yet been posted) 

• Bruce Poterfield: Historical Commission 

• Cassandra Williams: Beautification and Emergency Preparedness Commission 
 
The openings on the boards and commissions include: 

• One on Beautification, term ending 6/30/2025 

• One on Historical, term ending 3/31/2026 

• Two on Emergency Preparedness Commission, one being an alternate seat, both terms end  
2/1/2025.  

o Effective June 1, there is also a vacancy on the Library Board due to Board Member 
Megan Stryd not seeking reappointment. HOWEVER, this seat just became 
available, so it should be posted for a couple of weeks before we fill it.  

 

Materials: Megan Stryd letter 

 



On Apr 7, 2023, at 3:10 PM, Megan Stryd <megstryd@gmail.com> wrote: 

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Mayor and City Council members, 
 
I want to say thank you for the opportunity to serve in the Library Board. It has been a pleasure to serve 
the community alongside so many committed trustees.  
 
I also want to let you know that I will not be seeking reappointment this June. My hope is that the board 
will reflect the demographics of our community. 
 
I am thankful for you and the City Council and all you do to serve our wonderful community.  
 
Thanks again for this wonderful opportunity.  
 
Best, 
 
Megan Stryd  
 

mailto:megstryd@gmail.com


MATERIALS: 
OCA-Nuisance Handbills 
Nuisance Handbills redlined changes 
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Council Meeting  
Date: June 5, 2023 

Item 
Number 

10 

Submitted by: Bob Houhanisin, Public Safety Director 
 

Agenda Topic:  Second Reading and adoption of Ordinance to Amend Chapter 29, Nuisances, 
Article III-Littering and Distribution of Handbills, Section 19-65 Distributing on Handbills 

Proposed Motion:  
 
Move to approve an ordinance to amend the City of Farmington City Code of Ordinances, 
Chapter 29 Nuisances, Article III-Littering and Distribution of Handbills, Section 19-65 Distributing 
on Handbills, to add language to permit handbills containing political, charitable, religious, or 
other ideology.  
 

Background:  
 

Section 19-56 in Chapter 29, Nuisances in the Farmington Code of Ordinances currently prohibits 
depositing handbills on a sidewalk, street, or public place.   It permits a person to pass out 
handouts to any person willing to accept it. The proposed amendment will clarify that the City 
permits the placing of a handbill securely on a door or door handle, if the handbill contains a 
political, charitable, religious, or other ideology message. This additional language recognizes 
First Amendment rights to express these types of messages.  
 
City administration is recommending approval of the Ordinance amendment. 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 
 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND 
 

CITY OF FARMINGTON 
 

ORDINANCE NO. C-____-2023 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF FARMINGTON 
CHAPTER 29, “NUISANCES,” ARTICLE III-LITTERING AND 
DISTRIBUTION OF HANDBILLS, SECTION 19-65 DISTRIBUTING 
HANDBILLS, FOR THE PURPOSE OF UPDATING THE ORDINANCE TO 
INDICATE THAT HANDBILLS REGARDING POLITICAL, CHARITABLE, 
RELIGIOUS OR OTHER IDEOLOGY, MAY BE LEFT SECURLY 
ATTACHED TO A FRONT DOOR.  

 
THE CITY OF FARMINGTON ORDAINS: 
 

Section 1 of Ordinance.  Ordinance Amendment. 
 

The Farmington City Code, Chapter 29, “Nuisances”, Article III-Littering and Distribution of 
Handbills, Section 19-67 Handbills, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

 
Sec. 19-65. - Distributing handbills. 

No person shall throw or deposit any handbill in or upon any sidewalk, street or other 
public place within the city; provided that it shall not be unlawful on any sidewalk, street or public 
place within the city for any person to hand out or distribute, without charge to the receiver thereof, 
any handbill to any person willing to accept it. However, handbills regarding political, charitable, 
religious or other ideology, may be left at a front door, if securely attached to the door or door 
handle.  

Section 2 of Ordinance.  Severability. 
 

If any section, clause or provision of this ordinance shall be declared by the courts to be 
invalid, the validity of the ordinance as a whole, or in part, shall not be affected other than the part 
invalidated. 
 

Section 3 of Ordinance.  Repealer 
 
All other ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed only 

to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect.  
 
 

Section 4 of Ordinance.  Effective Date. 
 

This amendatory ordinance shall be effective 10 days after adoption by the City Council 
and after publication as provided by the Charter of the City of Farmington. 
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Ayes: 
Nays: 
Abstentions: 
Absent: 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN  ) 
  )ss. 
COUNTY OF OAKLAND ) 
 

I, the undersigned, the qualified and acting City Clerk of the City of Farmington, Oakland 
County, Michigan, do certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of the ordinance 
adopted by the City Council of the City of Farmington at a meeting held of the ____ day of 
______________, 2023, the original of which is on file in my office. 
        

_______________________________ 
       Mary Mullison, City Clerk 
       City of Farmington 
 

 



STATE OF MICHIGAN 
 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND 
 

CITY OF FARMINGTON 
 

ORDINANCE NO. C-____-2023 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
FARMINGTON CHAPTER 29, “NUISANCES,” ARTICLE III-LITTERING 
AND DISTRIBUTION OF HANDBILLS, SECTION 19-65 DISTRIBUTING 
HANDBILLS, FOR THE PURPOSE OF UPDATING THE ORDINANCE TO 
INDICATE THAT HANDBILLS REGARDING POLITICAL, CHARITABLE, 
RELIGIOUS OR OTHER IDEOLOGY, MAY BE LEFT SECURLY 
ATTACHED TO A FRONT DOOR.  

 
THE CITY OF FARMINGTON ORDAINS: 
 

Section 1 of Ordinance.  Ordinance Amendment. 
 

The Farmington City Code, Chapter 29, “Nuisances”, Article III-Littering and Distribution 
of Handbills, Section 19-67 Handbills, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 
 
 
 
Sec. 19-65. - Distributing handbills. 
No person shall throw or deposit any handbill in or upon any sidewalk, street or other 

public place within the city; provided that it shall not be unlawful on any sidewalk, street or 
public place within the city for any person to hand out or distribute, without charge to the 
receiver thereof, any handbill to any person willing to accept it. However, handbills regarding 
political, charitable, religious or other ideology, may be left at a front door, if securely attached 
to the door or door handle 



MATERIALS: 
OCA-Peddlers Solictors Canvassers 051023 
Farmington Peddlers Ordinance redlined changes 051023 
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Council Meeting  
Date: June 5, 2023 

Item 
Number 

11 

Submitted by: Mary Mullison, City Clerk 
 

Agenda Topic: Second Reading and Adoption of Ordinance to Amend Chapter 22 Solicitors 

Proposed Motion:  
Move to approve an ordinance to amend the City of Farmington City Code of Ordinances, Chapter 
22 Solicitors to clarify the requirements for solicitors, peddlers and canvassers in a manner that 
does not interfere with or burden the exercise of constitutional rights.  

Background:  
 

Chapter 22 currently uses the term soliciting for activities that are more appropriately classified as 
activities of a peddler, a person peddling materials for sale. These types of activities will continue to 
require a license from the city.  A solicitor is defined in the proposed amendment as a person who 
is making requests for charitable, religious, or political organizations, while a canvasser will be 
defined as someone seeking to educate or request support for political candidates and initiatives or 
for charitable or religious organizations.  The activities of a solicitor and a canvasser have 
constitutional rights which the ordinance amendment will address.  This amendment is 
recommended to update Chapter 22 to provide procedural requirements for peddlers, solicitors and 
canvassers in a manner that does not unlawfully interfere with First Amendment or other 
constitutional rights.   
 
City administration is recommending approval of the Ordinance amendment. 



STATE OF MICHIGAN 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND 

CITY OF FARMINGTON 

ORDINANCE NO. C-____-2023 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
FARMINGTON CHAPTER 22, “SOLICITORS,” FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF UPDATING THE ORDINANCE TO INCLUDE PEDDLERS AND 
CANVASSERS 

THE CITY OF FARMINGTON ORDAINS: 

Section 1 of Ordinance.  Ordinance Amendment. 

The Farmington City Code, Chapter 22, “Solicitors,” is hereby amended and restated in its entirety 
to read as follows: 

FARMINGTON Chapter 22 – SOLICITORS, PEDDLERS AND CANVASSERS [1] 

Sec. 22-1. - Purpose. 

The city council has determined that it is in the best interest of the city to enact an 
ordinance, as set out in this chapter, regulating organizations and persons peddling, soliciting and 
canvassing in the city and the enactment of this chapter being necessary to promote and protect 
the public safety of those persons peddling, soliciting and canvassing as well as those persons in 
the city being approached by peddlers, solicitors and canvassers in a manner that does not 
unlawfully interfere with or burden the exercise of First Amendment or other constitutional rights.  
To those ends, this chapter defines and provides procedural requirements for peddlers, solicitors 
and canvassers, with licensing regulations intended to (i) deter persons with criminal or fraudulent 
intent from posing as legitimate peddlers; (ii) provide a minimal amount of basic information 
necessary to the city and its public safety department to allow efficient and effective performance 
of governmental, law enforcement and crime prevention functions; and (iii) provide city residents 
with a right to know if persons coming upon their property are in compliance with those 
regulations.  

Sec. 22-2. - Definitions. 

The following words and terms shall have the following definitions for the purposes of 
this chapter:  

(a) Canvass or canvassing: To enter upon private property, without a prior invitation 
or appointment, to inform, educate, advocate, petition, secure petition signatures, 
request or enlist support or opposition, or to convey any other message regarding 
religion, philosophy, ideology, politics, including parties, candidates, initiatives 
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and issues, charitable organizations or other cause or issue, including the 
distribution or handbills, flyers or other materials.  

(b) Person: An individual, organization, group, association, partnership, corporation, 
trust, business entity or any combination of the above.  

(c)  Peddling material: Printed or similar materials including, but not limited to, labels, 
posters, brochures, flyers, pamphlets, magazines, booklets, books and other like 
items used in the course of and for the purpose of peddling.  

(d) Peddler:  

1. A person who travels either by foot, automobile, motor truck or other means 
of conveyance from place to place, from house to house or within a public 
right-of-way. It does not include a person who conducts such activities at a 
social gathering within a home at the invitation of the owner or occupant of 
the home.  

2. A person who hires, leases, uses or occupies any building, structure, hotel, 
room, shop or any other place for the sole purpose of exhibiting samples or 
peddling material and taking orders for future delivery, except for retail 
stores registered under chapter 8 of the Code.  

3. The word peddler shall include, but not be limited to the word hawker. 

(e) Solicit or soliciting:  A request by or on behalf of a charitable, religious, or political 
organization to any person in the city for the payment, delivery, donation, pledge 
or commitment of money, credit, financial assistance, membership, property, 
goods, services or other thing of value, on the representation that what is requested 
will be used for charitable purposes of the religious or political organization.  

Sec. 22-3. - Prohibited activities. 

The following acts or activities shall be prohibited:  

(a) Fixed stands prohibited. No peddler shall establish a fixed stand and/or store for 
solicitation upon any street, road, highway, lane, sidewalk, driveway, alley or 
publicly owned property.  

(b) Street and curb solicitation prohibited. No peddler shall on more than three (3) days 
per calendar year peddle and/or operate or maintain any place of sales on any street, 
road, highway and/or lane and/or be permitted to use the sidewalks, curbs, road's 
edge, alleys and/or driveways for peddling in any manner that requires the person 
wishing to respond to the peddler, when engaged in the transaction, to be located 
within the limits of the streets, roads, highways and/or lanes of the city. All peddlers 
soliciting on any street, road, highway and/or lane shall wear a safety vest approved 
by the city and shall also obtain a peddler license as required by this chapter.  
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(c) Obstruction prohibited. No peddler shall obstruct any street, road, highway, lane, 
alley, sidewalk or driveway. No peddler shall engage in peddling on any street, 
alley or public place after they have been requested to desist by any public safety 
officer of the city because of congested or dangerous traffic conditions. No peddler 
may peddle within an area that has been closed by the City for a special event unless 
a special permit is issued in accordance with standards established by city council.  

(d) Prohibition of entry upon private property expressly requesting no peddling or 
solicitation. No peddler shall enter upon and/or call upon a place of residence or 
business within the city after having been expressly notified by the occupant of the 
place of residence or business or by a sign posted on the door facing the street of 
the residence or business that no peddling or solicitation is desired.  

(e) Prohibition of harassment or creation of nuisance. No peddler shall threaten or 
harass any resident of the city in the course of their peddling or in any way engage 
in any conduct which is or would tend to create a nuisance, such as but not limited 
to shouting, crying out, blowing horns, ringing bells or use of any other device to 
attract the attention of the public.  

(f) No door-to-door peddling or soliciting shall take place within the City during the 
hours of 8:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m. local time.  

Sec. 22-4. - License required. 

No person shall be a peddler in the city without first obtaining a license therefor. An 
application for a license shall be made to the city clerk. In the event that the application is made 
by an organization, group, association, partnership, corporation, trust, business entity or any 
combination of the above, an application must be made for each agent or employee who shall be 
engaging in the act of peddling. Upon certification by the  city's public safety department to the 
city clerk that the information required in section 22-6 has been verified, after investigation and 
after receipt of payment for applicable fees, the license shall be issued by the city clerk. The license 
shall be in the licensee’s possession and be displayed in a prominent manner so the license is 
visible to the public while conducting activities permitted by this chapter.  Failure to display the 
license conspicuously and constantly while engaged in the registered activity shall be sufficient 
cause for suspension or revocation of such license.  The term of a license shall not exceed one (1) 
year from the date of issuance.  

Sec. 22-5. - Exempt persons. 

The following persons shall be exempt from the licensing requirements of this chapter, 
but shall be subject to the other provisions herein:  

(a) Persons engaged in the occupation of distribution of newspapers.  

(b) Persons engaged in soliciting for an educational, charitable, religious, political, or 
youth organization.  

(c) Veterans exempt from local license requirements under state law.  

https://library.municode.com/mi/farmington/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH22SO_S22-6LIAP
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(d) An individual or organization entering upon private property to inform, educate, 
advocate, petition, secure petition signatures, request or enlist support or 
opposition, or to convey any other message regarding religion, philosophy, 
ideology, politics, including parties, candidates, initiatives and issues, charitable 
organization, or other cause or issue, by verbal, written or other forms of 
communication , including the distribution of written materials,  without requesting 
money or other types of financial assistance. 

(e) A peddler traveling on an established route at the request of their customers or sales 
persons making a sales call to an established business.  

(f) City public safety personnel peddling or soliciting on behalf of a valid charitable 
police or fire association project.   

(g) City merchants and representatives engaging in year-round business with a 
permanent location in the city.  

(h) Solicitations made to a congregation or group in attendance at one location made 
by the person or organization inviting the individuals comprising the congregation 
or group.  

Sec. 22-6. - License application. 

A license application for a peddler filed hereunder shall furnish the following 
information:  

(a) Name and description of the applicant.  

(b) Permanent home address and full local address of the applicant.  

(c) A brief description of the nature of the peddling contemplated.  

(d) If the applicant is an employee of a person engaged in peddling, the name and 
address of the employer, together with the credentials establishing the exact 
employer/employee relationship.  

(e) The length of time the applicant intends to peddle.  

(f) The place where the wares, merchandise, services, items of personal property or 
real property are located, manufactured or produced, where such items are located 
at the time said application is filed and the proposed method of delivery.  

(g) Two photographs of the applicant, one photograph being a photograph taken within 
one hundred twenty (120) days prior to the date of filing of the application and the 
other photograph being from the applicant's driver's license, a copy of said driver's 
license to be attached to the applicant's application. The photograph which is not 
from the applicant's driver's license shall be at least 2″ × 2″ and shall show the head 
and shoulders of the applicant in a clear and distinguishing manner. In the event 
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that the applicant does not have a driver's license, then the applicant shall submit a 
second separate photograph with his application, said photograph being at least 2″ 
× 2″ and showing the head and shoulders of the applicant in a clear and 
distinguishing manner.  

(h) A statement as to whether or not the applicant has been convicted of any felony, 
misdemeanor or violation of any municipal ordinance, the nature of the offense and 
the punishment or penalty assessed therefor.  

(i)  A criminal background report of the applicant’s criminal history.  Such reports shall 
be obtained by the applicant through the Internet Criminal History Access Tool 
(ICHAT) for applicants residing in Michigan and/or through another state-
sponsored or authorized criminal history access source for applicants who reside in 
other states or have resided in other states within five years prior to the date of the 
application.  The ICHAT report must exactly match the name on the applicant’s 
driver’s license or state identification card. The applicant is responsible for all 
charges incurred in requesting and receiving the criminal history report and the 
report must be dated within thirty days of the date of the application.  

(j) The applicant’s State of Michigan sales tax license number.  

(k) If the applicant will be engaging in peddling from or out of a motor vehicle in the 
streets and roads of the city, the applicant must provide information to verify that 
the applicant has a valid driver’s license, has not been convicted or a misdemeanor 
or felony moving violation with the last three years, or has not been found 
responsible for three or more motor vehicle moving violations within the last three 
years.  The vehicle must be brought to the city and inspected by a representative of 
the public safety department and must be found to meet the safety standards adopted 
by the city or the State of Michigan.  

(l) If the applicant will be engaging in the sale of food or beverages, a health license 
issued by the Oakland County Health Department.  

Sec. 22-7. - Administrative fee and Term. 

An administrative processing fee for a peddler's license shall be established by resolution 
of the city council and said administrative processing fee shall be paid when the application is 
filed with the city.  

All licenses issued under this chapter shall expire within one year following the date of 
issuance.  

Sec. 22-8. - License suspension. 

A license may be suspended by the city clerk for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days 
upon his or her own investigation or upon certification by the city's public safety department that: 
i. a licensee has provided false information on an application; or, ii. a licensee has engaged in 
conduct in violation of this chapter or of the criminal laws of the city, state, or United States. A 
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licensee shall be given written notice of the cause and term of the suspension and of the right to 
have such suspension reversed, modified or affirmed following a hearing to be conducted by the 
city manager or his designee (who shall not be a member of the city clerk's office) within three (3) 
business days of receipt of a written request by the licensee. At the hearing, the licensee shall have 
the right to hear the evidence relied upon by the clerk and the right to present evidence and 
witnesses on his or her behalf. After the hearing, the city manager or his designee shall issue a 
decision in writing and forward the same to the clerk and the licensee.  

Sec. 22-9. - License revocation. 

A license may be revoked by the city council upon the request of the city clerk after a 
hearing at which it is shown that:  

(a) A licensee has provided false information on an application; or  

(b) A licensee has violated the terms of a suspension; or  

(c) A licensee has engaged in conduct in violation of this chapter or of the criminal 
laws of the city, state or United States.  

Reasonable written notice of the hearing not less than ten (10) days prior to the hearing 
date shall be given the licensee. The written notice shall be mailed by regular mail to the license 
holder and shall set forth the alleged violation of this chapter and also the date, time and place of 
the hearing before the city council. At the hearing, the license holder shall have the right to present 
evidence and witnesses on his behalf. After the hearing, the city council shall make its decision as 
to whether to suspend or revoke the license and shall put its decision and the reasons therefor in 
writing and forward the same to the license holder.  

Sec. 22-10. - Penalty. 

(a) Any person or persons violating any of the provision of this chapter shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not 
more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) plus costs of prosecution or by 
imprisonment for not more than ninety (90) days, or by both fine and costs and 
imprisonment in the discretion of the court.  

Sec. 22-11- Indemnification 

An Application for a license under this chapter shall be deemed as agreement by the 
applicant to observe all pertinent laws and regulations of the city and defend, indemnify, and save 
harmless the city from all damages or actions at law that may arise or may be brought on account 
of injury to persons or property resulting from the licensee’s activities under this chapter.  

Sec 22-12  No Peddler’s Card. 

The city clerk shall maintain a supply of “No Peddlers” cards, which will be available free 
of charge for residents who wish to display one at their door.  
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Sec 22-13 Posted Property. 

A peddler shall not engage in peddling in any neighborhood or building that has a privately 
posted “no peddling”, “no soliciting”, “no trespassing” sign or similar notice posted at the entrance 
of the neighborhood or building. Any outdoor sign must comply with all applicable requirements 
of the City code.   

Sec 22-14 Voluntary notification from solicitors and canvassers  

In the interests of the general public, and to protect against the potential for crime or fraud, the 
city requests that solicitors and canvassers voluntarily notify the city clerk’s office that soliciting 
or canvassing will be taking place in the city.  It is further requested that the following information 
be voluntarily provided:  

(a) The names of the individuals who will be soliciting or canvassing in the city and 
the identity of the organization associated with the efforts.  

(b) A description of the type of soliciting or canvassing undertaken and the method 
used for conducting the soliciting or canvassing.  

(c) The dates and times and locations where the soliciting or canvassing will occur, 
and the hours and days thereof.  

The failure of a solicitor or canvasser to provide the voluntary notification shall not be 
deemed a violation of this chapter.  

Section 3 of Ordinance.  Severability. 

If any section, clause or provision of this ordinance shall be declared by the courts to be invalid, 
the validity of the ordinance as a whole, or in part, shall not be affected other than the part 
invalidated. 

Section 4 of Ordinance.  Repealer 

All other ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed only to 
the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect.  

Section 5 of Ordinance.  Effective Date. 

This amendatory ordinance shall be effective 10 days after adoption by the City Council 
and after publication as provided by the Charter of the City of Farmington. 

 
Ayes: 
Nays: 
Abstentions: 
Absent: 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
  )ss. 
COUNTY OF OAKLAND ) 
 

I, the undersigned, the qualified and acting City Clerk of the City of Farmington, Oakland 
County, Michigan, do certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of the ordinance 
adopted by the City Council of the City of Farmington at a meeting held of the ____ day of 
______________, 2023, the original of which is on file in my office. 
        

_______________________________ 
       Mary Mullison, City Clerk 
       City of Farmington  
 
 



 

 

FARMINGTON Chapter 22 – SOLICITORS, PEDDLERS AND CANVASSERS [1] 
 
 
Sec. 22-1. - Purpose. 
 
 The city council has determined that it is in the best interest of the city to enact an 
ordinance, as set out in this chapter, regulating organizations and persons peddling, soliciting and 
canvassing in the city and the enactment of this chapter being necessary to promote and protect 
the public safety of those persons peddling, soliciting and canvassing as well as those persons in 
the city being approached by peddlers, solicitedsolicitors and canvassers in a manner that does not 
unlawfully interfere with or burden the exercise of First Amendment or other constitutional rights.  
To those ends, this chapter defines and provides procedural requirements for peddlers, 
peddlerssolicitors and canvassers, with licensing regulations intended to (i) deter persons with 
criminal or fraudulent intent from posing as legitimate peddlers; (ii) provide a minimal amount of 
basic information necessary to the city and its public safety department to allow efficient and 
effective performance of governmental, law enforcement and crime prevention functions; and (iii) 
provide city residents with a right to know if persons coming upon their property are in compliance 
with those regulations.  
 
Sec. 22-2. - Definitions. 

 The following words and terms shall have the following definitions for the purposes of 
this chapter:  

(a)  Canvass or canvassing: To enter upon private property, without a prior invitation or 
appointment, to inform, educate, advocate, petition, secure petition signatures, request or 
enlist support or opposition, or to convey any other message regarding religion, 
philosophy, ideology, politics, including parties, candidates, initiatives and issues, 
charitable organizations or other cause or issue, including the distribution or handbills, 
flyers or other materials.  

 

(ab) Person: An individual, organization, group, association, partnership, corporation, 
trust, business entity or any combination of the above.  

(bc)  Soliciting Peddling material: Printed or similar materials including, but not limited 
to, labels, posters, brochures, flyers, pamphlets, magazines, booklets, books and 
other like items used in the course of and for the purpose of soliciting peddling.  

 

(cd)  Solicitor:Peddler  



 

1.  A person who solicits  travels either by foot, automobile, motor truck or other 
means of conveyance from place to place, from house to house or within a public 
right-of-way. It does not include a person who conducts such activities at a social 
gathering within a home at the invitation of the owner or occupant of the home.  

2.  A person who hires, leases, uses or occupies any building, structure, hotel, room, 
shop or any other place for the sole purpose of exhibiting samples or solicitpeddling 
material and taking orders for future delivery, except for retail stores registered 
under chapter 8 of the Code.  

3.  The word solicitorpeddler  shall include, but not be limited to the words peddler 
and hawker.  

(de)  Solicits or soliciting: The act of offering or attempting to offer wares, merchandise, 
services, items of personal property, real property, either for immediate or future delivery; 
or the act of seeking or attempting to seek contributions either in money or services, for 
charitable or commercial purposes.  A request by or on behalf of a charitable, religious, or 
political organization to any person in the city for the payment, delivery, donation, pledge 
or commitment of money, credit, financial assistance, membership, property, goods, 
services or other thing of value, on the representation that what is requested will be used 
for charitable purposes of the religious or political organization.  

Sec. 22-3. - Prohibited activities. 

The following acts or activities shall be prohibited:  

(a)  Fixed stands prohibited. No solicitorpeddler  shall establish a fixed stand and/or 
store for solicitation upon any street, road, highway, lane, sidewalk, driveway, alley 
or publicly owned property.  

(b)  Street and curb solicitation prohibited. No solicitorpeddler  shall on more than three 
(3) days per calendar year solicit peddle and/or operate or maintain any place of 
solicitation  sales on any street, road, highway and/or lane and/or be permitted to 
use the sidewalks, curbs, road's edge, alleys and/or driveways for solicitpeddling in 
any manner that requires the person wishing to respond to the solicitor peddler, 
when engaged in the transaction, to be located within the limits of the streets, roads, 
highways and/or lanes of the city. All solicitpeddloers soliciting on any street, road, 
highway and/or lane on the three (3) permitted days per calendar year  shall wear a 
safety vest approved by the city and shall also obtain a solicitation  peddler license 
as required by this chapter.  

(c)  Obstruction prohibited. No solicitorpeddler shall obstruct any street, road, 
highway, lane, alley, sidewalk or driveway. No solicitorpeddler shall engage in 
solicitpeddling on any street, alley or public place after they have been requested 



to desist by any public safety officer of the city because of congested or dangerous 
traffic conditions. No solicitorpeddler may solicit peddle within an area that has 
been closed by the City for a special event unless a special permit is issued in 
accordance with standards established by city council.  

(d)  Prohibition of entry upon private property expressly requesting no peddling or 
solicitation. No solicitorpeddler shall enter upon and/or call upon a place of 
residence or business within the city after having been expressly notified by the 
occupant of the place of residence or business or by a sign posted on the door facing 
the street of the residence or business that no peddling or solicitation is desired.  

(e)  Prohibition of harassment or creation of nuisance. No solicitorpeddler shall 
threaten or harass any resident of the city in the course of their solicitation  peddling 
or in any way engage in any conduct which is or would tend to create a nuisance, 
such as but not limited to shouting, crying out, blowing horns, ringing bells or use 
of any other device to attract the attention of the public.  

(f)  No door-to-door peddling or soliciting shall take place within the City during the 
hours of 8:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m. local time.  

Sec. 22-4. - License required. 

No person shall be a solicitorpeddler and/or solicit in the city without first obtaining a 
license therefor. An application for a license shall be made to the city clerk. In the event that the 
application is made by an organization, group, association, partnership, corporation, trust, business 
entity or any combination of the above, an application must be made for each agent or employee 
who shall be engaging in the act of solicitpeddling. Upon certification by the the  city's public 
safety department to the city clerk that the information required in section 22-6 has been verified, 
after investigation and after receipt of payment for applicable fees, the license shall be issued by 
the city clerk. The license shall be in the licenseeslicensee’s possession and be displayed upon 
request in a prominent manner so the license is visible to the public while conducting activities 
permitted by this chapter.  Failure to display the license conspicuously and constantly while 
engaged in the registered activity shall be sufficient cause for suspension or revocation of such 
license.  The term of a license shall not exceed one (1) year from the date of issuance.  

Sec. 22-5. - Exempt persons. 

The following persons shall be exempt from the licensing requirements of this chapter, 
but shall be subject to the other provisions herein:  

(a)  Persons engaged in the occupation of distribution of newspapers.  

(b)  Persons engaged in soliciting within six (6) miles from their residence  for an 
educational, charitable, religious, political, or youth organization. or within six (6) miles from the 
location of such an educational, charitable, religious or youth organization.  

https://library.municode.com/mi/farmington/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH22SO_S22-6LIAP


(c)  Veterans exempt from local license requirements under state law.  

(d)  An individual or organization entering upon private property to inform, educate, 
advocate, petition, secure petition signatures, request or enlist support or 
opposition, or to convey any other message regarding religion, philosophy, 
ideology, politics, including parties, candidates, initiatives and issues, charitable 
organization, or other cause or issue, by verbal, written or other forms of 
communication , including the distribution of written materials,  without requesting 
money or other types of financial assistance. 

(e)  A peddler traveling on an established route at the request of their customers or sales 
persons making a sales call to an established business.  

(f)  City public safety personnel peddling or soliciting on behalf of a valid charitable 
police or fire association project.   

(g)  City merchants and representatives engaging in year-round business with a 
permanent location in the city.  

(h)  Solicitations made to a congregation or group in attendance at one location made 
by the person or organization inviting the individuals comprising the congregation 
or group.  

 

Sec. 22-6. - License application. 

A license application for a peddler filed hereunder shall furnish the following 
information:  

(a)  Name and description of the applicant.  

(b)  Permanent home address and full local address of the applicant.  

(c)  A brief description of the nature of the solicitation  peddling contemplated.  

(d)  If the applicant is an employee of a person engaged in soliciting peddling, the name 
and address of the employer, together with the credentials establishing the exact 
employer/employee relationship.  

(e)  The length of time the applicant intends to solicit peddle.  

(f)  The place where the wares, merchandise, services, items of personal property or 
real property are located, manufactured or produced, where such items are located 
at the time said application is filed and the proposed method of delivery.  



(g)  Two photographs of the applicant, one photograph being a photograph taken within 
one hundred twenty (120) days prior to the date of filing of the application and the 
other photograph being from the applicant's driver's license, a copy of said driver's 
license to be attached to the applicant's application. The photograph which is not 
from the applicant's driver's license shall be at least 2″ × 2″ and shall show the head 
and shoulders of the applicant in a clear and distinguishing manner. In the event 
that the applicant does not have a driver's license, then the applicant shall submit a 
second separate photograph with his application, said photograph being at least 2″ 
× 2″ and showing the head and shoulders of the applicant in a clear and 
distinguishing manner.  

(h)  A statement as to whether or not the applicant has been convicted of any felony, 
misdemeanor or violation of any municipal ordinance, the nature of the offense and 
the punishment or penalty assessed therefor.  

(i)  A criminal background report of the applicant’s criminal history.  Such reports shall 
be obtained by the applicant through the Internet Criminal History Access Tool 
(ICHAT) for applicants residing in Michigan and/or through another state-
sponsored or authorized criminal history access source for applicants who reside in 
other states or have resided in other states within five years prior to the date of the 
application.  The ICHAT report must exactly match the name on the applicant’s 
driver’s license or state identification card. The applicant is responsible for all 
charges incurred in requesting and receiving the criminal history report and the 
report must be dated within thirty days of the date of the application.  

(j)  The applicant’s State of Michigan sales tax license number.  

(k)   If the applicant will be engaging in peddling from or out of a motor vehicle in the 
streets and roads of the city, the applicant must provide information to verify that 
the applicant has a valid driver’s license, has not been convicted or a misdemeanor 
or felony moving violation with the last three years, or has not been found 
responsible for three or more motor vehicle moving violations within the last three 
years.  The vehicle must be brought to the city and inspected by a representative of 
the public safety department and must be found to meet the safety standards adopted 
by the city or the State of Michigan.  

(l)  If the applicant will be engaging in the sale of food or beverages, a health license 
issued by the Oakland County Health Department.  

Sec. 22-7. - Administrative fee and Term. 

An administrative processing fee for a solicitorpeddler's license shall be established by 
resolution of the city council and said administrative processing fee shall be paid when the 
application is filed with the city.  



All licenses issued under this chapter shall expire on December 31 of each  within one year 
following the date of issuance.  

Sec. 22-8. - License suspension. 

A license may be suspended by the city clerk for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days 
upon his or her own investigation or upon certification by the city's public safety department that: 
i. a licensee has provided false information on an application; or, ii. a licensee has engaged in 
conduct in violation of this chapter or of the criminal laws of the city, state, or United States. A 
licensee shall be given written notice of the cause and term of the suspension and of the right to 
have such suspension reversed, modified or affirmed following a hearing to be conducted by the 
city manager or his designee (who shall not be a member of the city clerk's office) within three (3) 
business days of receipt of a written request by the licensee. At the hearing, the licensee shall have 
the right to hear the evidence relied upon by the clerk and the right to present evidence and 
witnesses on his or her behalf. After the hearing, the city manager or his designee shall issue a 
decision in writing and forward the same to the clerk and the licensee.  

Sec. 22-9. - License revocation. 

A license may be revoked by the city council upon the request of the city clerk after a 
hearing at which it is shown that:  

(a)  A licensee has provided false information on an application; or  

(b)  A licensee has violated the terms of a suspension; or  

(c)  A licensee has engaged in conduct in violation of this chapter or of the criminal 
laws of the city, state or United States.  

Reasonable written notice of the hearing not less than ten (10) days prior to the hearing 
date shall be given the licensee. The written notice shall be mailed by regular mail to the license 
holder and shall set forth the alleged violation of this chapter and also the date, time and place of 
the hearing before the city council. At the hearing, the license holder shall have the right to present 
evidence and witnesses on his behalf. After the hearing, the city council shall make its decision as 
to whether to suspend or revoke the license and shall put its decision and the reasons therefore in 
writing and forward the same to the license holder.  

Sec. 22-10. - Penalty. 

(a) Any person or persons violating any of the provision of this chapter shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not 
more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) plus costs of prosecution or by 
imprisonment for not more than ninety (90) days, or by both fine and costs and 
imprisonment in the discretion of the court.  

Sec. 22-11-  Indemnification 



Application for a license under this chapter shall be deemed as agreement by the applicant to 
observe all pertinent laws and regulations of the city and defend, indemnify, and save harmless the 
city from all damages or actions at law that may arise or may be brought on account of injury to 
persons or property resulting from the licensee’s activities under this chapter.  

 

Sec 22-12   No Peddler’s Card. 

The city clerk shall maintain a supply of “No Peddlers” cards, which will be available free of charge 
for residents who wish to display one at their door.   

Section 22-13 Posted Property 

A peddler or  shall not engage in peddling in any neighborhood or building that has a privately 
posted “no peddling”, “no soliciting”, “no trespassing” sign or similar notice posted at the entrance of the 
neighborhood or building. Any outdoor sign must comply with all applicable requirements of the City code.   

Section 22-14 Voluntary notification from solicitors and canvassers  

In the interests of the general public, and to protect against the potential for crime or fraud, the city 
requests that solicitors and canvassers voluntarily notify the city clerk’s office that soliciting or canvassing 
will be taking place in the city.  It is further requested that the following information be voluntarily 
provided:  

(1) The names of the individuals who will be soliciting or canvassing in the city and the identity of the 
organization associated with the efforts.  

(2) A description of the type of soliciting or canvassing undertaken and the method used for conducting 
the soliciting or canvassing.  

(3) The dates and times and locations where the soliciting or canvassing will occur, and the hours and 
days thereof.  

The failure of a solicitor or canvasser to provide the voluntary notification shall not be deemed a 
violation of this chapter.  

   

.  
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