
 Regular City Council Meeting 
7:00 PM, MONDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2015 

City Council Chambers 
23600 Liberty Street 

Farmington, MI  48335 

 

 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

 

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 10/16/2015 11:11 AM  

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Roll Call 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

4. APPROVAL OF ITEMS ON CONSENT AGENDA 

A.  Consideration to Schedule Program Year 2016 Community 
Development Block Grant Application Public Hearing 

 

B.  Consideration to Accept the Resignation of Dwayne Hayes from 
the Downtown Parking Advisory Committee 

 

C.  Consideration to Approve Special Event  Request for LifeTime 

Fitness, Inc./Commitment Day 5K 

 

D.  Building Department First Quarter Report 

 

E.  Farmington Monthly Payments Report 

 

F.  Public Safety Monthly Report-September 2015 

 

G. Minutes 

1.   Minutes of the City Council - Special - Aug 3, 2015 6:00 PM 

 

2.   Minutes of the City Council - Special - Aug 17, 2015 6:00 PM 



Agenda Farmington City Council October 19, 2015 

City of Farmington Page 2 Updated 10/16/2015 11:11 AM  

 

3.   Minutes of the City Council - Regular - Aug 17, 2015 7:00 PM 

 

4.   Minutes of the City Council - Special - Aug 24, 2015 7:00 PM 

 

5.   Minutes of the City Council - Regular - Sep 21, 2015 7:00 PM 

 

5. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA 

6. PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A.  Proclamation Naming Nov. 13 World Pancreatic Cancer Day 

 

B.  Consideration to Approve Special Event Application for Holly Days 

 

C.  MEDC Redevelopment Ready Communities Final Report 

 

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

8. NEW BUSINESS 

A.  Special Event Request-Calendar Year 2016 

 

B.  Consideration to Adopt Resolution Approving 2016 City Council 

Meeting Dates 

 

C. Recognition of JoAnne McShane for her 26 years of service to 
Farmington 

9. DEPARTMENT HEAD COMMENTS 

10. COUNCIL COMMENT 

11. CLOSED SESSION - LAND ACQUISITION 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
October 19, 2015 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 2030) 

 
 

Submitted by:  Amy Norgard, Controller 
 

Description:  Consideration to Schedule Program Year 2016 Community Development Block Grant 
Application Public Hearing 

 

Requested Action:   
Move to schedule a public hearing on November 16, 2015 for public comment on the proposed 
Program Year 2016 Community Development Block Grant application. 

 

Background:   
The City's Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding for 2016 is projected by Oakland 
County to be $22,141.   As part of the application process, the city must hold a public hearing.  Our 
completed application, accompanied by a resolution of Council approval, must be submitted to 
Oakland County by December 18, 2015.   
 

As Council knows, CDBG funding eligibility is restricted to projects or programs that meet specific 
objectives determined by the federal Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  Of 
these objectives, Farmington is limited to CDBG funding for projects where "the primary beneficiaries 
are low or moderate income people."   

 

Council may recall from previous years' CDBG applications that senior programs/projects receive 
special eligibility consideration.  The administration’s preliminary recommendation, outlined below, 
proposes a CDBG program that is not administratively burdensome, and continues current city 
funding level for the senior center and senior services.   
 

CDBG funds are federal funds administered by the Department of Housing and Urban Development.    
  

The administration's preliminary recommendation is that Council considers establishing the following 
development objectives:  (1) senior center and (2) public services (senior services).  The 
administration proposes allocating $15,499 for senior center and $6,642 for public services (senior 
services). 

 

Agenda Review 
Review: 
Amy Norgard Pending  
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending 10/19/2015 7:00 PM 
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CITY OF FARMINGTON 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS 

 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Farmington will hold a public hearing on 
the use of Community Development Block Grant Funds.  The Hearing will be held on 
Monday, November 16, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. EDT in the Council Chambers, Farmington 
City Hall, 23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, Michigan for the purpose of hearing public 
comments on the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program Year 2016 
application in the approximate amount of $22,141 to fund eligible projects.  All 
interested citizens are requested to attend the Hearing.  Comments will also be 
received in writing or in person at the City Clerk’s Office, Farmington City Hall, 
until 4:30 p.m. on Monday, November 16, 2015.  Arrangements to reasonably 
accommodate special needs, including handicap accessibility or interpreter, will be 
made upon receiving 72-hour advance notice.  Contact David Murphy, City Manager at 
248-474-5500, x 2222 or by e-mail at DMurphy@farmgov.com for special services. 
 
Susan K. Halberstadt  
City Clerk 

 
 
Publish:  Farmington Observer, Thursday, November 5, 2015 
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
October 19, 2015 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 2033) 

 
 

Submitted by:  David Murphy, City Manager 
 

Description:  Consideration to Accept the Resignation of Dwayne Hayes from the Downtown 
Parking Advisory Committee 

 

Requested Action:   
Move to accept the resignation of Dwayne Hayes from the Downtown Parking Advisory Committee 

 

Background:   
 

Agenda Review 
Review: 
David M. Murphy Completed 10/15/2015 11:13 AM 
City Manager Completed 10/15/2015 11:13 AM 
City Council Pending 10/19/2015 7:00 PM 
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Dear Mayor Galvin, 

 

I'm writing to inform you that, unfortunately, I will have to step away from the Parking Advisory 

Committee at this time. My family and work responsibilities have changed significantly since I 

volunteered to serve on the committee and I am unable to provide the time and the attention 

needed to be an effective member of the committee. 

 

I appreciated the opportunity to be involved in the formation of the parking committee and 

apologize for the inconvenience this causes. 

 

all best, 

 

Dwayne 
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
October 19, 2015 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 2027) 

 
 

Submitted by:  David Murphy, City Manager 
 

Description:  Special Event  Request for LifeTime Fitness, Inc./Commitment Day 5K 
 

Requested Action:   
Move to approve special event request for LifeTime Fitness, Inc./Commitment Day 5K, January 1, 
2016 

 

Background:   
The City received a special event request from Jim Jackson, Local Race Director/LifeTime Fitness, 
Inc. to host a 5K fun run in downtown Farmington, January 1, 2016.    Commitment Day is a LifeTime 
Fitness sponsored event opened to all ages for the purpose of kicking off the New year to health and 
fitness.   Mr. Jackson anticipates about 1,500 participants. 
 

The event will run from 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.; they would like to begin set-up at 6:00 a.m.  The run is 
staged on Grove Street.  
 

This is the third year for this event. City Administration is recommending approval of the special event 
request.   

 

Agenda Review 
Review: 
David M. Murphy Completed 10/15/2015 11:16 AM 
City Manager Completed 10/15/2015 11:17 AM 
City Council Pending 10/19/2015 7:00 PM 

 
 

4.C

Packet Pg. 7



4.C.a

Packet Pg. 8

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 a

tt
ac

h
m

en
t 

20
15

_c
o

m
m

it
tm

en
t 

ru
n

  (
20

27
 :

 S
p

ec
ia

l E
ve

n
t 

 R
eq

u
es

t 
fo

r 
L

if
eT

im
e 

F
it

n
es

s,
 In

c.
/C

o
m

m
it

m
en

t 
D

ay
 5

K
)



4.C.a

Packet Pg. 9

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 a

tt
ac

h
m

en
t 

20
15

_c
o

m
m

it
tm

en
t 

ru
n

  (
20

27
 :

 S
p

ec
ia

l E
ve

n
t 

 R
eq

u
es

t 
fo

r 
L

if
eT

im
e 

F
it

n
es

s,
 In

c.
/C

o
m

m
it

m
en

t 
D

ay
 5

K
)



4.C.a

Packet Pg. 10

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 a

tt
ac

h
m

en
t 

20
15

_c
o

m
m

it
tm

en
t 

ru
n

  (
20

27
 :

 S
p

ec
ia

l E
ve

n
t 

 R
eq

u
es

t 
fo

r 
L

if
eT

im
e 

F
it

n
es

s,
 In

c.
/C

o
m

m
it

m
en

t 
D

ay
 5

K
)



4.C.a

Packet Pg. 11

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 a

tt
ac

h
m

en
t 

20
15

_c
o

m
m

it
tm

en
t 

ru
n

  (
20

27
 :

 S
p

ec
ia

l E
ve

n
t 

 R
eq

u
es

t 
fo

r 
L

if
eT

im
e 

F
it

n
es

s,
 In

c.
/C

o
m

m
it

m
en

t 
D

ay
 5

K
)



Updated: 10/5/2015 10:03 AM by Melissa Andrade  Page 1 

 
Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
October 19, 2015 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 2023) 

 
 

Submitted by:  Lisa McGill, 
 

Description:  Billing Department First Quarter Report 
 

Requested Action:   
<<Enter Requested Action>> Clear this box if there is none 

 

Background:   
<<Enter Background>> 

 

Agenda Review 
Review: 
Lisa McGill Pending  
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending 10/19/2015 7:00 PM 
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              CITY OF FARMINGTON

            BUILDING DEPARTMENT

        1st Quarter Report

             July 1, 2015
                 through
       September 30, 2015

John D. Koncsol
    Building Official

Building Inspector
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FY 2015 - 16

     COMMERCIAL     COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL
MONTH      NEW HOMES   HOME REMODEL  SHEDS/GARAGES         REMODEL         BUILDING        REMODEL

No. of   
Permits Value

 No. of   
Permits Value

 No. of   
Permits Value

No. of   
Permits Value

 No. of   
Permits Value

 No. of   
Permits Value

JULY 2 $248,580 2 $129,922 4 $17,500

AUGUST 1 $21,045 1 $11,500 4 $730,000 1 $13,000

SEPTEMBER 3 $171,000 2 $60,000 2 $54,000 1 $1,870,000

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

TOTAL 2 $248,580 6 $321,967 7 $89,000 6 $784,000 1 $1,870,000 1 $13,000
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  2015 - 16 CASH SHEET SUMMARY

July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. March April May June

Building $4,278 $9,155 $21,317
Building 
Registration $360 $330 $300

Building Bond $1,903 $3,453 $5,565
Water 
Tap/Meter $940 $8,782

Sewer Tap
Construction 
Water $170
Water/Sewer 
Debt

Sign $155 $250 $200
Sign 
Registration $50 $75 $25

Fence $120 $30 $30
Fence 
Registration

Pool
Approach/ 
Sidewalk $20 $20 $20

Mechanical $735 $650 $670
Mechanical 
Registration $90 $60 $90

Electrical $426 $823 $1,207.50
Electrical 
Registration $150 $180 $150

Plumbing $586 $524 $1,117
Plumbing 
Registration $80 $48 $64
Zoning Board 
of Appeals
Engineering 
Fees $4,000 $11,107.76

Planner Fees $2,225

Plan Review $200 $485 $550

Foreclosures

Other -$270 -$295

Total $11,378.00 $20,923.00 $50,900.26 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

4.D.a
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NUMBER OF PERMITS ISSUED BY MONTH

FY 2015 - 16

July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. March April May June Total

Single Family Home 2

Residential Alteration 2 1 2

Garage/Shed 4 1 2

Commercial Building 1

Commercial Alteration 3 1

Industrial Building

Industrial Alteration 1

Church, School
Church, School 
Alteration
Office, Bank, 
Professional Building
Office, Bank, etc 
Alteration 1

Swimming Pool

Fence 4 1 1

Sign 3 4 3

Fire Repair 1

Observable Inspection

Roof, Siding, Windows 16 13 23

Sidewalk/Approach 1 1 1

Demolition 1

Temporary Signs 1

Other 5 5 4

Total 38 31 40 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 109

4.D.a

Packet Pg. 16

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 1

st
 Q

u
ar

te
r_

2 
 (

20
23

 :
 B

ill
in

g
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t 
F

ir
st

 Q
u

ar
te

r 
R

ep
o

rt
)



BUILDING PERMITS

2015 - 16 2014 - 15 2013 - 14

MONTH

NUMBER 
OF 

PERMITS FEES

NUMBER 
OF 

PERMITS FEES

NUMBER 
OF 

PERMITS FEES

JULY 27 $4,278 28 $4,059 20 $3,021

AUGUST 25 $9,155 12 $1,436 20 $2,602

SEPTEMBER 35 $21,317 22 $4,276 19 $5,789

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

TOTAL 62 $9,771 59 $11,412

4.D.a
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ELECTRIC PERMITS

2015 - 16 2014 - 15 2013 - 14

MONTH

NUMBER 
OF 

PERMITS FEES

NUMBER 
OF 

PERMITS FEES

NUMBER 
OF 

PERMITS FEES

JULY 6 $386 7 $866 15 $1,741

AUGUST 7 $623 13 $1,113 7 $980

SEPTEMBER 9 $1,067.50 8 $685 15 $1,413

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

TOTAL 28 $2,664 37 $4,134

4.D.a
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MECHANICAL PERMITS

2015 - 16 2014 - 15 2013 - 14

MONTH

NUMBER 
OF 

PERMITS FEES

NUMBER 
OF 

PERMITS FEES

NUMBER 
OF 

PERMITS FEES

JULY 11 $735 6 $305 14 $1,080

AUGUST 8 $450 4 $260 7 $535

SEPTEMBER 6 $670 1 $105 12 $1,465

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

TOTAL 11 $670 33 $3,080
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PLUMBING PERMITS

2015 - 16 2014 - 15 2013 - 14

MONTH

NUMBER 
OF 

PERMITS FEES

NUMBER 
OF 

PERMITS FEES

NUMBER 
OF 

PERMITS FEES

JULY 9 $586 7 $668 8 $640

AUGUST 4 $324 7 $610 4 $895

SEPTEMBER 8 $962 3 $180 11 $862

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

TOTAL 17 $1,458 23 $2,397
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CODE ENFORCEMENT LOG MONTH:   July 2015

        METHOD OF CONTACT        RESULTS
  VIOLATIONS PHONE VERBAL LETTER WARNING 

TICKET
TOTAL COMPLIANCE NON-

COMPLIANCE COURT PENDING CITY 
COUNCIL

ZONING 
BOARD

TOTAL

Automobiles 1 1 (1) 2 1 (5) 1 2

Recreational Vehicles

Trash 1 (7) 1 1 1
Streets / Sidewalks 2 (2) 2 2 2
Commercial Property 
Maint.

Signs

Housing Code 1 1 1 (4) 1
Fences 2 2 2 2
Nuisances 1 1 1 (6) 1
Zoning:

Grass/Weeds

Blight

3 6 9 3 2 4 9

           INSPECTIONS             PLAN REVIEW
 Gas Pressure Tests 2  Signs 6
 Rough Building  Buildings 5 (3)
 Final Building 29  Fences 2
 Foundation 1  Decks

 Observable Component  Hood Suppression

 Roof  Demolition

 Heating/Cooling 6  Zoning Compliance

Temporary C of O

Cottage Inn 1

Total 39 13

CODE ENFORCEMENT LOG MONTH:  July 2015
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COMPLAINTS:

1 Warning notice to resident on Maplenut for blight vehicle.

2 Two warning notices sent to homeowners on Maplenut to trim shrubs/vegetation off Farmington Road

sidewalk; walkway being obstructed.

3 Fresh Thyme plan reviews completed.  Holding on for site engineering approvals before permitting.

4 Court ticket issued to homeowner on Hayden/Cloverdale for house in unlivable conditions per prior police

reports after medical runs to that location (formal hearing requested).

5 Homeowner on Valleyview Circle warned last year about junk and unlicensed cars in driveway.  Happened

again this year.  Issued tickets and Magistrate Sheney found him responsible (waived fines/costs).  

Homeowner did get issue resolved again before court.

6 Warning notice to resident on Lilac for grass over 8" (City contractor cut Friday, July 31, 2015 and removed

trash).

7 Warning notice to owner on Birchwood about old oil (in containers) and firewood that needed to be elevated to

8" (owner resolved).

4.D.a
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CODE ENFORCEMENT LOG          MONTH:   August 2015

        METHOD OF CONTACT        RESULTS
  VIOLATIONS PHONE VERBAL LETTER WARNING 

TICKET
TOTAL COMPLIANCE NON-

COMPLIANCE COURT PENDING CITY 
COUNCIL

ZONING 
BOARD

TOTAL

Automobiles
Recreational 
Vehicles 2 2 2 2

Trash

Streets / Sidewalks

Comm. Property 
Maint. 1 1 1 (2) 1

Signs

Housing Code

Fences
Nuisances

Zoning:
Blight 1 1 1 (1) 1
Car Towed Off 
Residential 
Property

1 1 (3) 1 1

Work No Permit 
(Valley View Circle)

1 1 1 1

Total 1 1 4 6 4 2 6

           INSPECTIONS             PLAN REVIEW
 Gas Pressure Tests  Signs 1
 Rough Building 2  Buildings 11
 Final Building 28  Fences 1
 Foundation  Decks
 Observable Component  Hood Suppression
 Roof  Demolition
 Heating/Cooling 10  Basement Remodel
 Fireplace Pool
 Foreclosures Demolition (Fresh Thyme) 1
Certificate of Occupancy 1 Gazebo (St. Gerald's) 1
(foreclosure Ely Court)

total 41 total 15

4.D.a
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CODE ENFORCEMENT LOG                 MONTH:  August 2015

COMPLAINTS:

1 Owner on Brookdale warned about cars/junk debris in driveway (resolution pending).

2 Owner of 33106 8 Mile sent warning about parking lot not draining properly and holds
water.

3 Junk car towed off property at Cloverdale/Power with court order.

4.D.a
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CODE ENFORCEMENT LOG      MONTH:   September 2015

        METHOD OF CONTACT        RESULTS
  VIOLATIONS PHONE VERBAL LETTER WARNING 

TICKET
TOTAL COMPLIANCE NON-

COMPLIANCE COURT PENDING CITY 
COUNCIL

ZONING 
BOARD

TOTAL

Automobiles
Recreational 
Vehicles 5 (1) 5 4 1 5

Trash

Streets / Sidewalks

Comm. Property 
Maint.

Signs 1 (2) 1 1 1
Housing Code 1 1 1 (6) 1
Fences
Nuisances 1 1 1 (4) 1
Zoning:
Work (no permit)
Grass (over 8")
Limbs/Brush
Construction Work 
on Sunday 1 (5) 1 1 1

Total 1 8 9 6 3 9

           INSPECTIONS             PLAN REVIEW
 Gas Pressure Tests 1  Signs 5 (3)
 Rough Building 4  Buildings 4
 Final Building 16 Chive Kitchen
 Foundation 2 Garage
 Observable Component Fire Repair 1
 Roof Shiawassee
 Heating/Cooling 14 Building Permit Issued
 Fireplace 1 Fresh Thyme 1
 Foreclosures 
Signs Removed from ROW 4
Final CofO

Total 42 Total 11

CODE ENFORCEMENT LOG           MONTH:   September 2015
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COMPLAINTS:

1 Warning notice to owner/tenant about boat/trailer on Brookdale.

2 Warning notice to D&W Oil about inflatable balloon sign.

3 Four (4) new permanent signs for Uptown Plaza

4 Warning notice to owner on Cloverdale about property blight.

5 Owner on Brookdale warned about contractors working on Sunday.

6 Owner on Maple warned about condition of detached garage.

4.D.a
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Updated: 10/9/2015 4:08 PM by Amy Norgard  Page 1 

 
Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
October 19, 2015 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 2029) 

 
 

Submitted by:  Amy Norgard, Controller 
 

Description:  Farmington Monthly Payments Report 
 

Requested Action:   
Approve Farmington Monthly Payments Report - September 2015 

 

Background:   
See attachment 

 

Agenda Review 
Review: 
Amy Norgard Pending  
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending 10/19/2015 7:00 PM 
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
October 19, 2015 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 2031) 

 
 

Submitted by:  Frank Demers, Director of Public Safety 
 

Description:  Public Safety Monthly Report-September 2015 
 

Requested Action:   
Approve Farmington Public Safety Monthly  

 

Background:   
See attachment 

 

Agenda Review 
Review: 
Frank Demers Completed 10/12/2015 10:42 AM 
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending 10/19/2015 7:00 PM 
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 Special City Council Meeting
6:00 PM, MONDAY, AUGUST 3, 2015

Conference Room
Farmington City Hall

23600 Liberty St
Farmington, MI  48335

DRAFT

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 9/15/2015 3:10 PM 

A Special meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on August 3, 2015, in 
Conference Room, Farmington City Hall, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting was 
posted in compliance with Public Act 267-1976. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Mayor William Galvin.

1. CALL TO ORDER
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived
Greg Cowley Councilmember Present
William Galvin Mayor Present
JoAnne McShane Councilmember Absent
Steve Schneemann Mayor Pro Tem Present
Jeff Scott Councilmember Present

City Administration Present
Director Christiansen
City Clerk Halberstadt
City Manager Murphy
Attorney Schultz
Treasurer Weber

2. APPROVAL OF  AGENDA

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott
ABSENT: McShane

3. PUBLIC COMMENT
No public comment was heard.

4. REAPPOINTMENT

4.G.1
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Minutes Farmington City Council August 3, 2015

City of Farmington Page 2 Updated 9/15/2015 3:10 PM 

1. Reappoint Tony Anthony to the Grand River Improvement Corridor 
Authority

Motion to reappoint Tony Anthony to the Grand River Corridor 
Improvement Authority for a three-year term ending March 31, 2018.

Re-Appoint Tony Anthony to the Grand River Improvement Corridor 
Committee

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott
ABSENT: McShane

5. COUNCIL CONSIDERATION

1. Consider Approval of Language Regarding Council Compensation 
for November Election

City Administration provided background on placing a proposed charter amendment on the November 
ballot to increase Council compensation.

Schneemann pointed out Council previously discussed a proposed increase in compensation to $3,000, 
not $3,500, as indicated in the resolution.

Council concurred the proposed compensation amount should be $3,000.

Scott expressed support for deferring consideration of this proposal until at least next year.
 
Galvin discussed the uniqueness of council’s elected position and expressed support for allowing the 
electorate to make the decision regarding Council compensation.

Motion to adopt a resolution authorizing submission of a charter 
amendment proposal to electors as amended, changing the proposed 
council compensation amount from $3,500 to $3,000. [SEE ATTACHED 
RESOLUTION].

The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott, 
Cowley.

Adopt Resolution for the Charter Amendment Proposal 1

4.G.1
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Minutes Farmington City Council August 3, 2015

City of Farmington Page 3 Updated 9/15/2015 3:10 PM 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott
ABSENT: McShane

2. Consider Continuation of the Administrative Reorganization Plan
City Administration provided background for a request to allow an extension of 
additional service credits for eligible clerical/administrative employees.

Motion to adopt a resolution regarding additional service credits for 
eligible Clerical/Administrative personnel. [SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION].

The votes were taken in the following order: McShane, Schneemann, Scott, Cowley, 
Galvin. 

Approve the proposed resolution

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott
ABSENT: McShane

3. Consideration to Approve Grand River Corridor Improvement 
Authority Overlay District Amendment

Christiansen provided background of a re-introduction/first reading of Ordinance C-
778-2015 creating the Grand River Corridor Overlay District. 

Schultz stated the proposed ordinance includes comments that were made when 
the ordinance was first introduced.  The major change was the addition of the 
Rouge River Frontage.

Scott expressed concern that the language does not encourage development along 
the river front.  He would like to see the language changed from “may” to 
“encourage” development of the river front. He wants to make use of this asset.

Schultz stated the encouragement is primarily the ability to change the setbacks up 
or down.

Christiansen stated a statement could be included in the ordinance that the city 
would encourage orientation towards the river, where possible.

4.G.1
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Minutes Farmington City Council August 3, 2015

City of Farmington Page 4 Updated 9/15/2015 3:10 PM 

In Table 35-143 Building Requirements, Scott asked why under Building and Roof 
Design, flat roofs are excluded from mixed residential (MDR). 

Christiansen responded the city is looking for more architectural appeal; trying to 
get away from the appearance currently there.

Schneemann concurred with Scott that flat roofs should be allowed in mixed 
residential.

Christiansen pointed out the ordinance does allow for a flat roof under Medium-
Density Residential (MDR), but under Residential Mixed Use (RMU) and Mixed Use 
(MU) a minimum 42 inch tall parapet is required. 

Discussion followed regarding minimum setbacks for mixed residential.

Responding to a question from Cowley, Schultz stated even though the ordinance 
calls for a building maximum of 3 stories, a PUD provision allows for an additional 2 
stories.

Motion to approve re-introduction/first reading of Ordinance C-778-2015 
creating the Grand River Corridor Overlay District and applicable 
regulations with modifications as discussed. [SEE ATTACHED ORDINANCE].

Approval of Re-Introduction/First Reading of Ordinance C-778-2015 
creating the Grand River Corridor Overlay District and applicable 
regulations

RESULT: INTRODUCED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott
ABSENT: McShane

6. COUNCIL REVIEW

A. Review Revised Zoning Text Amendment:  Single Family 
Residential Zoning Standards

Present - Caitlin Malloy-Marcon, LSL Planning

Christiansen provided background on the revised zoning text amendment regarding 
single family residential zoning standards.

Caitlin Malloy-Marcon discussed changes made to the revised zoning ordinance text 
amendment based on previous comments offered by City Council.  She noted 
Council had expressed concern that the language of Footnote (b) Front Yard 
Setback Averaging, was confusing.  In addition Council believed the standards were 
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Minutes Farmington City Council August 3, 2015

City of Farmington Page 5 Updated 9/15/2015 3:10 PM 

not transformative enough.   

Malloy-Marcon stated the averaging language was eliminated and replaced by the 
following statement: "front yard setbacks and building height in the R1 District can 
be deviated from to a minimum 15' front yard setback and 35' building height if site 
plans are submitted to the Design Review Committee and deemed acceptable."

Malloy-Marcon advised Council to consider establishing a Design Review Committee 
for some of the transformative new developments that will be coming to the 
neighborhoods.  She stated as an alternative a review of new building plans could 
also be done administratively or through the Planning Commission.

Malloy-Marcon suggested that once the ordinance is in place the city needs to 
develop a campaign to promote the changes to residents, plan a developer round 
table and implement a number of other innovative ideas for bringing attention to 
the new housing types offered to residents.

Discussion followed regarding administration of the broad guidelines proposed.

Schneemann stated he would normally support the Planning Commission 
performing this function, however, what is being proposed is a significant departure 
from what has been on the books for many decades. He supports the Council's 
progressiveness in providing new flexibility that allows for renovations that would 
keep families in Farmington or motivate them to relocate here.  

Schneemann suggested that if Council decides to appoint a Design Review 
Committee, the initial term should be 3-5 years to make sure the city is moving in 
the right direction.  He would like standards that protect established neighborhoods 
while allowing for more flexibility in renovating homes.

Cowley expressed support for allowing the Planning Commission to administer the 
review process rather than establishing a new committee. 

Discussion followed regarding the potentially incongruous conditions that could be 
created by the proposed standards, i.e. all homes on a street have 35’ front yard 
setbacks and now a home has permission for a 15’ setback.

Christiansen discussed his past experience with this type of ordinance change.  He 
stated other communities have gone through this type of change and there is a 
transition period where setbacks are varied until all of the homes catch up.  He 
believes there will be more redevelopment of neighborhoods as a result of this 
proposed amendment.  

Scott expressed his concern regarding the “design police” approach and the 
addition of another committee.  He questioned whether a committee will now 
decide what a homeowner’s house should look like. He thought the purpose was to 
promote redevelopment without a number of encumbrances.  He questioned 
whether there would be elaborate upfront costs. 

Christiansen advised if there is no committee or Planning Commission review, he 
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Minutes Farmington City Council August 3, 2015

City of Farmington Page 6 Updated 9/15/2015 3:10 PM 

and his staff would perform that function. 

Schultz advised that if Council decides a review is necessary, design standards will 
be developed that will need to be followed.  He noted the standards can be very 
broad.

Scott pointed out homeowners must be able to come out at least 15’ if they want to 
add a master bedroom and bath. He stated homeowners want to add to the front 
rather than reducing their personal space in the back.

Christiansen suggested that if Council is comfortable with a review either by a 
design committee or the Planning Commission, then the next step is to develop 
design criteria.

Scott questioned whether there is an opportunity for administrative approval for 
straightforward projects without going to the Planning Commission.  He stated 
questionable projects could go to the Planning Commission. 

Schneemann stated he would like to see these changes in place by springtime. 

Galvin questioned whether a change in standards should also be applied to the 
larger subdivisions.  He stated if the city is looking at making changes it should be 
all inclusive.  He noted many homeowners with colonials would like 3-car garages, 
larger rooms, etc. 

Christiansen stated they will take a look at the standards for the larger 
subdivisions. 

Galvin would like more information on how new standards for single family 
residences would be publicized and promoted. 

Scott asked about the possibility of increasing lot coverage even more than the 35’ 
proposed. 

Galvin expressed support for review by the Planning Commission rather than adding 
another committee.

Review of Revised Zoning Text Amendment:  Single Family 
Residential Zoning Standards

B. Review Revised Zoning Text Amendment:  Outdoor Seating
Christiansen advised a revised draft Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment has been 
prepared by LSL Planning that addresses concerns Council expressed at an earlier 
meeting concerning provisions of the amendment.

Malloy-Marcon advised Council expressed concern regarding two sections of the 
ordinance: 1) Section 7 regarding clearly marked access points; and 2) Section 9 
regarding raised platforms.
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Minutes Farmington City Council August 3, 2015
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Cowley recommended striking Section 9 completely given there is not enough 
parking to accommodate a platform.  He questioned Section 2 which allows the 
Building Official to extend time for outdoor seating on privately owned property.  He 
questioned why this provision applies to privately owned property only. 

Discussion followed regarding applying this provision to both public and private 
property and extending the time through November.  Christiansen stated the 
thinking is to get the outdoor seating off the sidewalk before the snow sets in.  He 
advised there has not been an issue with businesses wanting to extend their 
outdoor seating past October.

Council concurred to strike the “privately owned property” language from Section 2 
of the ordinance.

Cowley recommended adding “and emptied daily” language to the last line of 
Section 6.

Scott stated he does not have a problem with Section 9, however, he suggested 
allowing raised platforms in a parking lots, not just adjacent to a street.

Cowley stated he has no problem if a raised platform is on private property.

Discussion followed regarding liability of outdoor seating on public property. Schultz 
advised that as part of approval for use of public right-of-way, insurance would be 
required.

Schultz suggested city administration contact its insurer regarding their 
recommendation for raised platforms. 

Discussion followed regarding the risk of allowing raised platforms on Grand River.  
Christiansen pointed out there is limited opportunity on Grand River for the 
platforms.

Council expressed opposition to platforms on Grand River, but supported them on 
private or public parking lots. 

Review Revised Zoning Text Amendment:  Outdoor Seating

C. Farmington Guest Service Guarantee
City Administration advised that in order for Farmington to be a Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation (MEDC) ready community, a customer service policy 
must be in place.

Christiansen stated there are a limited number of communities who have a written 
policy.  He presented copies of two other communities who have such policies.  He 
discussed the provisions of the proposed Farmington Customer Service Policy.  He 
stated an approved policy would likely become part of the employee administration 
manual. 
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Minutes Farmington City Council August 3, 2015
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Motion to approve a Guest Services Guarantee Policy, as presented. [SEE 
ATTACHED POLICY].

Review additional information regarding proposed Farmington Guest 
Service Guarantee

Motion to approve City of Farmington Guest Services Guarantee 
Policy as Presented.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott
ABSENT: McShane

D. AMENDMENT TO THE AGENDA

Motion to amend the agenda to add Item No. 10, Closed 
Session to Discuss Land Acquisition and City Attorney 
Confidential Correspondence

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott
ABSENT: McShane

7. DISCUSSION

1. Ad Hoc Park and Recreation Master Plan Committee
City Administration advised the FY 2015/16 budget includes funds for a Park and 
Recreation Master Plan and is requesting Council input on moving this project 
forward.  The question before Council is what type of committee should be 
appointed, i.e. ad hoc, citizen engagement format or a hybrid of both, or other.  

Galvin suggested that instead of appointing a committee, why not open it up to all 
residents.

Discussion followed regarding a 2013 LSL Planning proposal including proposed 
costs.

Christiansen advised the process for developing a plan will take about six months.  
He stated they are not trying to reinvent the wheel with this plan, but rather to 
develop an inventory of existing parks and identify deficiencies. 
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Christiansen discussed anticipated changes to current parks.

Cowley expressed support for public input, but questioned whether consensus can 
be achieved. 

Christiansen advised the purpose of this plan is not to change the use of 
Shiawassee Park.  He stated the goal is to bring the Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan up-to-date in order to qualify for grant funding from the Department of 
National Resources.

Christiansen suggested as part of the planning process residents could be invited to 
share their views and ideas in light of the Downtown Area Plan.

Discussion followed regarding the city’s fundamental concept of Shiawassee Park as 
a result of the Vision Plan and soliciting public opinion without eliminating the plan; 
expanding input beyond a committee of five people; and concern the budget 
amount of $10,000 for developing the Master Plan may not be enough. 

Galvin suggested putting out a Request for Proposal (RFP) for development of the 
Parks and Recreation Plan leading to different ideas on how the process should 
work.

Christiansen suggested requesting an updated quote from LSL Planning which 
would be presented to Council.

Discussion followed regarding the level of engagement from stakeholders in the 
development process.

Cowley suggested appointing an ad hoc committee that is representative of 
constituents; hold someone accountable to develop a plan; and get public input.  
He is concerned about a lot of discussion with no results.

Galvin noted the National Resource Trust Fund (NRTF) has about $500 million in 
royalties from gas and oil companies of which they are unable to give out enough 
money each year.  He stated there are specific requirements for use of the funds.  
The money can be given to communities to update their parks if there is a 5-year 
Master Plan in place. He is looking for a hybrid approach to developing a plan, ad 
hoc committee and public input.  He suggested letting LSL Planning make a 
recommendation on the process.

Council recessed the meeting at 8:28 p.m.
Council resumed the meeting at 8:35 p.m.

Discussion on moving forward on the Park and Recreation Master 
Plan

8. OTHER BUSINESS
Christiansen provided an update on the Grand River Street diet; proposed city 
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Minutes Farmington City Council August 3, 2015
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signage; plans for the Orchards Phase II project; and the status of the courthouse 
property.

9. COUNCIL COMMENT
Cowley recommended putting up temporary signage in the Downtown Center 
parking lot during Fresh Thyme construction in order to discourage employees from 
parking there. 

Responding to a question from Cowley, Christiansen stated they are waiting for a 
final report from OHM regarding the wall along the east side of the K-Mart property.

Schneemann stated the city needs to be aggressive on the Grand River Road Diet. 
He would like to see the road diet extended to Orchard Lake.

10. CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS LAND ACQUISITION

Motion  to enter closed session to discuss land acquisition and City 
Attorney Confidential Correspondence.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott
ABSENT: McShane

Motion to exit closed session.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott
ABSENT: McShane

11. ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn the meeting.
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Schneemann, Scott
ABSENT: McShane

William E. Galvin, Mayor

Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk

Approval Date: ______________________
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 Special City Council Meeting
6:00 PM, MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 2015

Conference Room
Farmington City Hall

23600 Liberty St
Farmington, MI  48335

DRAFT

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 9/17/2015 8:42 AM 

A special meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on August 17, 2015, in 
Farmington City Hall, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting was posted in 
compliance with Public Act 267-1976. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Mayor William Galvin.

1. CALL TO ORDER
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived
Greg Cowley Councilmember Present
William Galvin Mayor Present
JoAnne McShane Councilmember Present
Steve Schneemann Mayor Pro Tem Present
Jeff Scott Councilmember Remote

City Administration Present
Director Christiansen
City Clerk Halberstadt
City Manager Murphy

2. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott

3. PUBLIC COMMENT
No public comment was heard.

4. INTERVIEW CANDIDATE FOR BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE
Council interviewed Michael Lebowski for an open position on the Beautification 
Committee.
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a. Interview Michael Lebowski for Beautification Committee

Motion to appoint Michael Lebowski to the Beautification Committee 
to complete an unexpired term ending June 30, 2016.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott

5. BUXTON COMPANY PRESENTATION: COMMERCIAL/RETAIL 
CONSULTING SERVICES

Dennis Maher, Director of Sales for the Buxton Company, gave a presentation on 
Buxton's "Retail Recruitment Solution", a marketing tool that provides community 
leaders access to the same market intelligence that retailers use to make site 
selection decisions.

6. OTHER BUSINESS
No other business was heard.

7. COUNCIL COMMENT
No Council Comment was heard.

8. CLOSED SESSION - LAND ACQUISITION
Council concurred to add this item to the following regular meeting agenda.

9. ADJOURNMENT

Motiont to adjourn.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
SECONDER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott
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William E. Galvin, Mayor

Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk

Approval Date: ______________________
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 Regular City Council Meeting 

7:00 PM, MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 2015 

City Council Chambers 

23600 Liberty Street 

Farmington, MI  48335 

 

DRAFT 

 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 9/15/2015 3:43 PM  

A regular meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on August 17, 2015, in 

23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting was posted in 
compliance with Public Act 267-1976.  
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor William Galvin. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Greg Cowley Councilmember Present  

William Galvin Mayor Present  

JoAnne McShane Councilmember Present  

Steve Schneemann Mayor Pro Tem Present  

Jeff Scott Councilmember Present  

 

City Administration Present 
Director Christiansen 

Director Demers 

Superintendent Eudy 

City Clerk Halberstadt 

City Manager Murphy 

Attorney Schultz 

Treasurer Weber 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Sara Bowman, Planning Commission Chairperson and candidate for City Council, led 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

4.G.3
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Gary Goss, former Public Safety Director, spoke on behalf of Public Safety retirees, 
in recognition of the upcoming retirement of Councilmember McShane and the 
contributions she has made to the community. 
 

Councilmember McShane thanked the retirees for their recognition and their 
contribution to the Public Safety Department. 

4. APPROVAL OF ITEMS ON CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion to approve the items on the consent agenda as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

A. Consideration to Accept and File the Financial Reports for the City of 
Farmington Brownfield Redevelopment Authority for the TCF Project 

B. Consideration to Accept Michael Kish’s Resignation from the 

Construction Board of Appeals 

C. Consideration to Re-Appoint Paul Bertin to the Zoning Board of 

Appeals 

D. Special Event Request-American Legion Groves-Walker Post 346, 9-
11 Memorial Service 

E. Consideration to Approve Greater Farmington Area Chamber of 
Commerce Annual Membership 

F. Farmington Monthly Payments Report 

G. Public Safety Monthly Report 

H. Approval of Minutes 

1.  Minutes of the City Council - Regular - Jul 20, 2015 7:00 PM 

2.  Minutes of the City Council - Special - Jul 20, 2015 6:00 PM 

3.  Minutes of the City Council - Special - Jun 29, 2015 7:00 PM 

5. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA 

Motion to approve the regular meeting agenda as amended, adding Item 
8D, Resolution Amending Resolution Authorizing 2015 Capital 
Improvement Bonds; and add Item 11, Closed Session for Land 

Acquisition, moving adjournment to Item 12. 
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RESULT: APPROVED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem 

SECONDER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

6. PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. Present Proclamation to Former Farmington Hills City Manager Steve 
Brock 

Mayor Galvin presented a proclamation to former Farmington Hills City Manager Steve 

Brock in honor and recognition of his recent retirement and his many achievements and 

significant contributions to both communities.  

 

Brock expressed his appreciation to Council for their kind words and recognition. 

B. DTE Presentation 

Present:  DTE Representatives Mike Palchesko, Regional Manager for Corporate and 

Governmental Affairs for Oakland County, Mike Witkowski, Supervising Engineer for the 

Southwest Region, and Caitlin Pendergast, Distribution Planning Engineer  

 

Witkowski discussed DTE's investment strategy for upgrading infrastructure in the 

Farmington/Farmington Hills community.  He noted over 60-70% of outages are related 

to tree events. 

 

Palchesko described the process for trimming and removing trees, emphasizing the 

importance of communication with customers. 

 

Scott pointed out the number of outages has increased over the last 4-5 years.  He 

noted frayed wires are visible outside of his office.  

 

Witkowski advised DTE continues to update its standards.  He stated the frayed wires 

are the result of insulation coming off.  He noted it may look bad, but does not represent 

a serious problem. 

 

Scott questioned how Farmington compares to other communities in terms of the 

number of outages that occur outside of major storms.  He stated the city is attempting 

to attract new businesses and dependable service is critical. 

 

Palchesko stated DTE is always looking to be proactive in maintaining service and 

keeping outages to a minimum. 

 

Discussion followed regarding DTE's procedure for trimming and removing trees. 

 

McShane expressed concern regarding a terrible situation in the northern suburbs where 

trees were clear cut.  She requested assurance from DTE that they have the tools in 

place to make sure that will not happen again. 

 

Palchesko responded the tree trimming program was paused as a result of the clear cut 

trees. They have since rolled out a new program that has a heavy emphasis on 
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communication with residents. 

 

Discussion followed regarding the high cost of installing underground lines. 

 

Schneemann asked regarding DTE's response to a resident who opposes trimming or 

removal of a tree. 
 

Palchesko described their effort to work with the resident in finding a common solution.  

They will not remove a tree if a resident remains in opposition to its removal, however, 

tree trimming will take place where it is necessary. 
 

Cowley discussed a number of redevelopment opportunities in Farmington and 

questioned how DTE accommodates significant increase in usage.  

 

Witkowski stated every fall DTE conducts an area load analysis and anything over 100% 

represents work that needs to be done.  They also conduct an analysis when a new 

business comes on line.  He stated currently there are no circuit overloads in 

Farmington. 

 

Galvin thanked them for their presentation and invited them to return on an annual 

basis. 

 

C. Farmington Area Chamber of Commerce: Founders Festival Report & 
Request to Approve Dates for 2016: July 14 - July 16 

Present:  Dan Irvin, Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce Director, and 

Kristin Curle 

 

Irvin thanked Council and the community for their incredible support of the Founders 

Festival.  He discussed what worked and didn't work during the Festival. Cowley asked 

about moving the date of the Festival given that it competes with the Ann Arbor Art Fair 

every year.  He understands this is not a popular idea, but it needs to be discussed. 
 

McShane requested the Chamber find a way to plan a meeting to increase citizen 

engagement where thoughts and ideas regarding the festival can be discussed.  Irvin 

pointed out anyone can join the festival committee.  
 

Responding to a question from Galvin, Irvin stated the Festival was more profitable over 

last year. 
 

Motion to approve the dates of Thursday, July 14  through Sunday, July 17, 

2016 for the Farmington Founders Festival. 

 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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8. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Consideration to Approve Detroit Water and Sewer Contracts 

City Administration advised that on Jun 12, 2015 an agreement to lease the assets of 

the Detroit water supply and sewage disposal systems was reached between the Detroit 

Water and Sewer Department and the Great Lakes Water Authority.  Under the terms of 

the agreement with Detroit, Article 13 requires the City of Farmington to give written 

consent to assign the contract over to the Great Lakes Water Authority. 

 

McShane stated she has studied this issue and listened to various proponents who are 

well-informed regarding the contract before Council.  She has to trust the intelligent 

folks from the three counties who analyzed the current water and sewer structure and 

developed the best plan going forward.  

 

McShane expressed disappointment that there are no alternatives to this plan.  She 

doesn't want to always engage in rate increases.  She expressed hope that the counties 

will have more influence over the infrastructure and rates going forward. 

 

Cowley expressed concern over ever-increasing water rates.  He stated double digit 

increases year over year are not sustainable.  He noted there is an opt-out clause in the 

agreement. He stated locally we need to mind our own store and figure out if we are 

purchasing correctly. 

 

Galvin stated that for the first time in history residents of Farmington and the three 

counties will have a voice through the Great Lakes Water Authority in the operations of 

the Detroit water and sewer system and the rates. He noted it is important for citizens 

to understand that this is a component of the Detroit Bankruptcy agreement. 

 

Motion to adopt resolutions regarding assignment agreements with the City of 

Detroit and the Great Lakes Water Authority for water and sewer contracts. 

[SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTIONS]. 

 

The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott, 

Cowley. 

 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 
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B. Consideration for Special Event Permission for Swift Night Out at 
31505 Grand River Avenue (The Old Winery) 

City Administration requested Council approval of a special event request for Swift Night 

Out at the old winery. 

 

David White, owner of the winery, was present to discuss the event. 

 

Responding to a question from Galvin, Murphy advised Council approval of this event is 

required because of the request to serve alcohol. 

 

Motion to approve a special event request for Swift Night Out at 31505 Grand 

River Avenue (the old winery), on September 12 & 13, 6-9 pm both days, to 

raise awareness for the chimney Swifts and raise funds to preserve the 

chimney. 

 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem 

SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

C. Consideration to Appoint Delegate for Annual MML Meeting 
September 16-18, 2015 in Traverse City, Mic 

City Administration requested Council appoint a delegate to the annual Michigan 

Municipal League meeting. 
 

Motion to appoint Mayor Bill Galvin as Farmington's delegate to the annual 

Michigan Municipal League meeting scheduled for September 16-18, 2015 and 

Mayor Pro Tem Steve Schneemann as the alternate. 

 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

SECONDER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

D. Resolution Amending Resolution Authorizing 2015 Captial 
Improvement Bonds 

Motion to adopt a resolution amending resolution authorizing 2015 Capital 

Improvement Bonds. [SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION]. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

9. DEPARTMENT HEAD COMMENTS 

Eudy advised that the concrete has been replaced at the pavilion.  
 

Demers issued a press release announcing Safewise.com has identified Farmington 
as the 27th safest city in Michigan.  He stated 2013 data was used for this 
recognition and crime has continued to go down since then. They are moving 

forward on a field training program with their newest hire, Chris Saunders. He is 
hoping to bring the 23rd and final officer on board in September.  
 

Christiansen provided an update on redevelopment projects in the city.  He stated a 
meeting with business owners will be held the following day regarding the Fresh 

Thyme project.  He stated that project is scheduled for completion next in the 
Spring of 2016.  
 

Halberstadt provided an update on Mansion events. 

10. COUNCIL COMMENT 

Cowley advised the Parking Advisory Committee will meet on Wednesday, August 
19th.  He reminded citizens there will be disruption in the downtown parking lot 

during the Fresh Thyme construction.  He stated the Committee is migrating 
towards four un-timed parking locations in the downtown.  He advised City Council 
approved 3-hour parking limit in all public spots in the downtown.  He stated the 

Department of Public Safety is enforcing the time limited parking and noted that so 
far it has been successful. 
 

Galvin noted this has been a year of transition for the city including adding a new 
City Manager and increased redevelopment.  He stated in the last four months 

there has not been enough time given to economic development. As a result he has 
called for a third meeting on the fourth Monday of the month for August, 
September and October.  

11. CLOSED SESSON 

 Motion to enter closed session to discuss land acquisition. 

Council entered closed session at 8:55 PM. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

Motion to exit closed session. 

Council exited closed session at 9:35 PM. 

 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

12. CLOSED SESSION DIRECTIVE 

Motion to direct City Administration to move forward with land 
acquisition as discussed in closed session. 

The votes were taken in the following order: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, 

Scott. 

 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem 

SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

13. ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion to adjourn the meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:40 PM. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

  

William E. Galvin, Mayor  

  

Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk   

 

 

Approval Date: ______________________ 
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 Special City Council Meeting
7:00 PM, MONDAY, AUGUST 24, 2015

Conference Room
Farmington City Hall

23600 Liberty St
Farmington, MI  48335

DRAFT

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 10/12/2015 4:44 PM 

A special meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on August 24, 2015, in 
Farmington City Hall, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting was posted in 
compliance with Public Act 267-1976. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor William Galvin.

1. CALL TO ORDER
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived
Greg Cowley Councilmember Present
William Galvin Mayor Present
JoAnne McShane Councilmember Present
Steve Schneemann Mayor Pro Tem Present
Jeff Scott Councilmember Present

City Administration Present
Director Christiansen
Attorney Douvre (left at 7:20 PM)
Superintendent Eudy (left at 8:10 PM)
City Clerk Halberstadt
City Manager Murphy
Attorney Saarela (left at 9:00 PM)

2. APPROVAL AGENDA
Motion to approve the agenda as amended, moving Item 5A, Approval of 
Cable Franchise Agreement, under Unfinished Business as Item 4A and 
renumbering subsequent items accordingly.
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RESULT: APPROVED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott

3. PUBLIC COMMENT
No public comment was heard.

4. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. Approval of Cable Franchise Agreement

Present:  Gary Douve, City Attorney

Gary Douvre provided the background on the Franchise Agreement with Bright House 
Networks, LLC. He stated as a result of the Uniform Video Service Local Franchise Act, a 
franchising entity such as the city is not provided with the authority to deny or negotiate 
the provisions of the proposed franchise agreement. 

Attorney Douve stated Council approval by adoption of the resolution provided is 
recommended for purposes of establishing the franchise fee of 5% of gross revenues 
and preserving the city’s right to challenge or rely on another franchising entity’s 
successful challenge of the Act or uniform franchise.

Discussion followed regarding the status of the city’s cable channel and maintenance of 
cable infrastructure.

Motion to adopt a resolution granting approval of a Uniform Video Service Local 
Franchise Agreement with Bright House Networks, LLC. [SEE ATTACHED 
RESOLUTION NO. 08-15-027].

The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott, 
Cowley.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott

B. Second Reading and Approval of Ordinance #C-778-2015, Grand 
River Corridor Improvement Overlay District

Christiansen provided the background and review process for the proposed Grand River 
Corridor Overlay District ordinance. He discussed the changes that were made as a 
result of Council comments at the new first reading.  Referring to Table 35-143, Building 
Requirements, he stated the standards under Item 6, Windows and Doors, and Item 7, 
Building and Roof Design, will also apply to Medium Density Residential (MDR).  He 
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further discussed changes made to Section 35-143, General Development Requirements, 
Item D, Rouge River Frontage.  

Schneemann, referring to the Rouge River Frontage section, expressed concern 
regarding the provision, “applicants are encouraged to orient the buildings such that the 
river will effectively be the street frontage for the property.”  He asked if this is 
effectively flipping the building 180 degrees. He further pointed out the use of the word 
“street” in that provision is confusing.

Schneemann agreed with the importance of encouraging building orientation to the 
river, but also expressed the importance of Grand River, noting both should be 
emphasized. 

Scott expressed support for mandating orientation of buildings to the river front.

Discussion followed regarding front yard versus rear yard frontage and the standards 
required for each.

Christiansen pointed out the Planning Commission has a lot of flexibility in applying the 
Rouge River Frontage provision.

Schneemann recommended changing the language to encourage orientation towards the 
river.

Christiansen pointed out that the ordinance is not mandating orientation to the river, but 
is encouraging it.  He stated if there is some concern, additional language could be 
added that states Grand River is still the street front for the property.

Galvin stated he does not want to see dumpsters, storage, etc. on the Grand River side 
if the building is oriented to the river.

McShane expressed concern that the language is too specific regarding river frontage.  
She noted parking is not attractive on the street. 

Cowley questioned whether this provision will be confusing for the Planning Commission 
to administer. 

Saarela stated Attorney Schultz wrote the paragraph with the intent of providing 
flexibility.

Galvin recommended striking the word “street” from the provision.

Discussion continued regarding the impact of orientation to the river relative to parking 
and what is a consistent design along Grand River.

Christiansen recommended adding language at the end of the paragraph under Section 
35-143-B6(D) “for a consistent design in accordance with the planned redevelopment 
identified in the Grand River Corridor Vision Plan.”

Saarela recommended also adding language that the Zoning Map be amended to include 
the overlay areas shown on the map dated January 2014 from the LSL Planning for the 
Grand River Corridor Improvement Authority.
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Scott pointed out the provision in Section 35-142-B7 for Flat Roof Design be also 
included under MDR.

Motion to adopt Ordinance C-778-2015, Grand River Corridor Improvement 
Overlay District, as amended:  Under Section 35-143-B6(D), Rouge River 
Frontage, strike “street” in second sentence; add the following sentence at end 
of the paragraph “In accordance with the Planned Redevelopment identified in 
the Grand River Corridor Vision Plan; that the Zoning Map be amended to 
include the overlay district area and mixed uses shown on the map dated 
January 2014 from LSL Planning for the Grand River Corridor Improvement 
Authority; and under Section 35-142-B7, provision for Flat Roof Design 
included under MDR as well. [SEE ATTACHED ORDINANCE NO. C-778-2015].

RESULT: ADOPTED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
SECONDER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott

C. Consideration to Accept Bids for 2015 Power Road Bridge Scour and 
Streambank Stabilization

Present:  Matt Parks, Orchard, Hiltz & McCliment

City Administration advised three proposals were received for the Power Road Bridge 
Scour and Streambank Stabilization. The City’s consulting engineers, OHM, 
recommended awarding the work to the low bidder, Anglin Civil, LLC.

Parks discussed the bids received and stated the proposal from Anglin was determined 
to be appropriate and fair.  

McShane questioned why Anglin’s bid was so much lower than the other two.  Parks 
stated their engineering consultant estimated the job at $20k higher than their proposal, 
so they were in the ball park.

Motion to accept bids for the 2015 Power Road Bridge Scour and Streambank 
Stabilization, and award the bid to Anglin Civil, LLC in the amount of 
$217,033.75, subject to obtaining the necessary easements.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott

D. Amended Resolution Regarding Additional Service Credits
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City Administration advised on August 3rd, Council approved a resolution authorizing the 
continuation of the Administrative Reorganization Plan.  The time period listed in the 
resolution was September 1, 2015 through November 1, 2015.  In order to provide the 
proper lead time for implementation, City Administration is requesting that the time 
period be amended to October 15, 2015 through December 15, 2015.

Motion to adopt a resolution amending Resolution 08-15-023 regarding 
additional service credits for eligible clerical/administrative personnel. [SEE 
ATTACHED RESOLUTION].

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott

5. NEW BUSINESS

A. Consideration to Approve Estimate for Council Chamber Podium and 
Door Veneers

City Administration advised that as part of the Council Chambers renovations, the 
committee overseeing the project is requesting approval to purchase a custom podium 
and lamination of 4 chamber doors.

Discussion followed regarding how these items would be funded.  Murphy advised the 
funds would come out of the General Fund, but are covered by Public, Education, & 
Government (PEG) cable access dollars.

Council concurred to delay taking action on this item given the expense was not 
budgeted and would result in deficit spending.

B. Review of Buxton Company Proposal

City Administration advised the retail/marketing analysis firm, The Buxton Company, 
provided City Council a presentation at the August 17, 2015 special meeting regarding a 
proposed marketing plan.  Christiansen briefly reviewed the proposal from Buxton.  He 
indicated the annual cost would be $50K per year.

Council discussed the proposal and determined the timing for this type of project is not 
right for the city.

C. Consideration to Accept Downtown Area Plan

City Administration advised a draft of the Downtown Area Plan was presented to the 
Planning Commission at their June 8, 2015 meeting.  The Commission adopted this plan 
at their July 13, 2015 meeting and forwarded it to City Council for review and 
consideration.
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Christiansen briefly reviewed the draft Downtown Area Plan.  He pointed out Options 5 & 
6 were added to the Plan, which provide alternatives for connectivity to the downtown.

Responding to a question from McShane, Christiansen stated according to the conceptual 
plan a comprehensive playground would replace the current playscape.  He noted the 
tennis courts would be replaced with a disk golf course.

McShane questioned whether the plan is duplicating any of the recreational structures 
currently in place in Farmington Hills such as their splash pad.

Christiansen responded there are no plans for a splash pad in the park.

Responding to a question from McShane, Christiansen stated an adopted Downtown 
Area Plan would be reflected in an updated Parks and Recreation Plan.

McShane expressed concern that there has been no public input into the Downtown Area 
Plan.
 
Schneemann pointed out Development Area E of the Plan is in direct conflict with the 
CIA ordinance just adopted as it relates to parking. 

Christiansen recommended inserting “and/or the river front” to the Development Area E 
language to accommodate Rouge River frontage.

Galvin advised this is a conceptual plan that continues to evolve.  He noted developers 
will provide input into shaping downtown development. 

6. OTHER BUSINESS

1. Economic & Community Development Projects Status Update

Christiansen provided an update on the redevelopment of the K-Mart Property; Orchards 
Phase II; Fresh Thyme Project; Dunkin Donuts; Nine Mile gas station; sign for the 
Groves Center; and the Maxfield Training Center (RFP).

7. COUNCIL COMMENT
Scott noted that after the August 17th Council meeting where DTE gave a presentation on how 
they are addressing power outages, he lost power for three hours the following Wednesday. 

Responding to a question from Schneemann, Christiansen stated the plans for the Orchards 
Phase II development is preliminary.

Schneemann noted that in a recent conversation with Matt Parks of OHM he indicated with the 
scoping project being done on Grand River MDOT is open to a reconstruct if Farmington and 
Farmington Hills are on the same page. 

Christiansen confirmed there is a commitment by MDOT to move towards an entire upgrade of 
Grand River.

8. ADJOURNMENT
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Motion To Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 9:25 PM.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott

William E. Galvin, Mayor

Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk

Approval Date: ______________________
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 Regular City Council Meeting
7:00 PM, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2015

City Council Chambers
23600 Liberty Street

Farmington, MI  48335

DRAFT

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 10/15/2015 12:01 PM 

A regular meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on September 21, 2015, 
in 23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting was posted in 
compliance with Public Act 267-1976. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor William Galvin.

1. CALL TO ORDER
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived
Greg Cowley Councilmember Present
William Galvin Mayor Present
JoAnne McShane Councilmember Present
Steve Schneemann Mayor Pro Tem Present
Jeff Scott Councilmember Present

City Administration Present

Director Christiansen

Director Demers

Superintendent Eudy

City Clerk Halberstadt

City Manager Murphy

Attorney Schultz

Treasurer Weber

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The pledge of allegiance was led by 2015 Miss Farmington, Sidney Schrand, along 
with the first and second runners-up, Alyssa Grabinski and Carly Rowe.

3. APPROVAL OF ITEMS ON CONSENT AGENDA
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott

A. Consideration to Approve Special Event Request for Farmington Music 
Boosters’ “Tag Days” Fundraising Event Scheduled for October 2 and 
3

B. Farmington Monthly Payments Report

C. Public Safety Monthly Report - August, 2015

4. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott

5. PUBLIC COMMENT
Rachel Gallagher, Downtown Development Authority Board Member, expressed 
support for the proposed Orchards Phase II project.  She discussed the need for 
apartments in the downtown area.

6. PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. Introduction of New Miss Farmington, Sidney Schrand, and 
Presentation of Checks

On behalf of the Delores Riley Educational Grant, Kimberly Riley presented 
scholarship awards to Miss Farmington, Sydney Schrand, and the first and 
second runners-up, Alyssa Grabinski and Carly Rowe.
Sydney Schrand discussed her fundraising effort for her charity, "Peace, Love 
and Planet", a non-profit run by Gina Adams-Levy. Ms. Adams-Levy was present 
to receive a donation for her charity from Ms. Schrand.  Ms. Adams-Levy 
discussed her partnership with the schools through education  and 
implementation of green initiatives. They are teaching students to be good 
stewards of the planet.
Cowley requested that Ms. Adams-Levy partner with the city to implement 
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recycling in the downtown.

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. Second Reading of Ordinance #C-779-2015, Zoning Text Amendment 
– Outdoor Seating

Present:  Caitlin Malloy-Marcon, LSL Planning

Malloy-Marcon reviewed two major changes to the Zoning Text Amendment for outdoor 
seating.  As a result of relaxed State requirements, the first major change is 
communities are now allowed to use something other than fences or walls to define 
outdoor seating areas, such as planters, rocks, etc.  

The second major change to the Outdoor Seating Ordinance, allows for outdoor 
platforms or seating areas to be located in parking lots adjacent to the establishment if 
there is not enough room on the sidewalk next to the building.

Responding to a question from Cowley, Malloy-Marcon stated the ordinance allows for an 
applicant to request outdoor dining in a public parking lot. 

Schultz advised a request for an outdoor dining area located in a city parking lot would 
have to be approved by City Council.

Responding to a question from Cowley, Christiansen stated the Planning Commission will 
consider requests for outdoor dining in a parking lot on a case-by-case basis, noting 
safety and security would be a primary concern.

Discussion followed regarding the impact of obligating parking spaces for outdoor dining 
and liability of outdoor seating in public lots.

Schultz advised the word “private” can be added to the ordinance language.  He pointed 
out Council always has the option to approve a request for outdoor dining in a public lot 
whether it is in the ordinance or not.  He stated a request to use a private lot only 
requires approval from the Planning Commission.

Schneemann stated it may be worthwhile to include in the ordinance that a request for a 
raised platform in a public parking lot requires Council approval.

Christiansen pointed out that outdoor seating is usually associated with a building which 
is not necessarily true of public parking.

McShane stated she has seen buildouts of wooden type decks, but all had fences around 
them.  She would like to see some type of extra guarantee of liability and holding the 
city harmless.  She does see opportunity in the future for this type of outdoor seating if 
parking decks are installed. 

Galvin noted this ordinance has gone through a number of reviews by Council, City 
Administration and LSL Planning.  He asked Council for their thoughts about 
Schneemann’s proposal to add language to the ordinance that requests to locate outdoor 
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dining in a public parking lot must be approved by Council.

Council concurred to add the additional language to the ordinance.

Motion to approve a revised Zoning Text Amendment regarding 
Outdoor Seating as amended; adding the following language to the 
end of Paragraph 9, “Use of a public parking lot for such purpose 
shall require City Council approval.”

The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott, 
Cowley.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott

B. Second Reading of Ordinance #C-780-2015, Zoning Text Amendment 
– Single Family Residential Zoning Standards

Present:  Caitlin Malloy-Marcon, LSL Planning

Malloy-Marcon advised this item was first brought up in regards to the R1 Zoning District 
that tends to have smaller lot sizes and smaller homes.  The Council's interest was to 
allow these homes to expand on their property in hopes to keep families in Farmington 
who want larger homes.

Malloy-Marcon highlighted the more significant changes to the ordinance. She stated 
they have softened some of the setback requirements; allowed for larger lot coverage; 
and added front yard setback and building height caveat that allows for individual 
applicants to expand beyond what are now looser requirements for the R1 Zoning 
District if the following criteria is met:

1) The proposed development uses an open air, unenclosed porch spanning at least 
50% of the building frontage;

2) the front façade is made up at least 25% windows and doorways;

3) the side and front yard landscaping plans exceed ordinance requirements and 
include significantly enhanced landscape features such as raised beds, 
ornamental trees, garden lighting to creative an aesthetically pleasing 
environment to the surrounding properties.
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Schneemann stated these proposed changes address the concerns previously discussed 
by Council. He expressed support for adoption of this text amendment on a trial basis.  
He stated once these changes have been in place a year, he would like City 
Administration to report back on whether residents have taken advantage of these 
relaxed standards and their effectiveness. 

McShane expressed concern about the possibility of homes that are moved further 
forward than other homes on a block.  She would like to see these changes implemented 
on a two-year trial basis. She stated if no one takes advantage of the relaxed standards 
the city may consider returning to previous standards. She likes the flexibility the 
relaxed standards provide in order to promote families staying in Farmington.

Scott pointed out the city has outdated housing.  He stated this ordinance is a good start 
to address that deficiency, however, it doesn't go far enough on some of the issues.  He 
would like to see the proposed 35% lot coverage increased to 40%.  

Christiansen confirmed any enclosed structure would be part of the calculation for total 
lot coverage.

Scott reiterated that 35% lot coverage is not enough.  He pointed out that if the city 
limits the coverage no resident will want to add 3' on the front of their house.

Malloy-Marcon noted that a significant addition can be added to a home with 35% lot 
coverage and increased building height.

Scott would like to see the city be more generous up front than to make small 
incremental changes. He likes the requirement for a porch, but expressed concern 
regarding the requirement that the front façade be made up of at least 25% doors and 
windows.

Responding to a question from Cowley, Malloy-Marcon stated these relaxed standards 
for single family residential are very aggressive compared to other communities in 
Oakland County.  She confirmed that if the relaxed standards are approved, LSL will put 
together a plan to market them to the community.

Schneemann concurred these proposed changes are very aggressive for single family 
homes. He recommended the marketing plan include something in the tax bill. He would 
support increasing lot coverage to 40%.  He stated it should be recognized that these 
changes should be treated as an experiment. 

McShane expressed support for 40% lot coverage, however, she does not want further 
encroachment in the front yard.

Scott continued to express concern regarding the requirement that the front facade 
include 25% windows and doors.

Galvin questioned whether the 25% requirement would be a barrier to what the city is 
trying to achieve in stimulating housing redevelopment.

Schneemann noted windows and doors are expensive which could be a barrier, but it 
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would also increase the level of quality in the neighborhoods.

Scott suggested that the 25% requirement be on a per story basis.

Galvin advised City Administration get the word out to developers once the relaxed 
standards are approved.

Scott also expressed concern regarding the requirement that the open air porch span 
50% of the front façade. 

Council concurred to change the 50% span requirement to 40%.

Galvin reiterated the three proposed amendments to the proposed Zoning Text 
Amendment:

1. increase lot coverage maximum from 35% to 40%;

2.  the requirement that the front façade be made up of at least 25% windows and 
doorways changed to on a per story basis;

3. change the span requirement for the open air porch from 50% to 40%.

Motion to approve Ordinance C-780-2015, Zoning Text Amendment - 
Single Family Residential Zoning Standards as amended: 1) increase 
lot coverage maximum from 35 to 40%; 2) the requirement that the 
front façade be made up of at least 25% windows and doorways be 
changed to a per story basis; and 3) change the span requirement for 
the open air porch from 50% to 40%.

The votes were taken in the following order: McShane, Schneemann, Scott, Cowley, 
Galvin. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott

8. NEW BUSINESS

A. Consideration of Amended Site Plan/PUD Plan for Orchards Phase II, 
33300 Slocum Street.

Present:  Fabio Cervi, Cervi Construction
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Christiansen discussed the background on the original 2004 PUD Agreement which called 
for a single phase condominium development with two separate buildings, 16 units per 
building, separated by a proposed public street.  The initial developer did not complete 
the second building.  In 2010 the City Council agreed to amend the PUD Agreement to 
remove the land on which the proposed second building would be built. The PUD 
Agreement was amended at the same time to make the PUD a two-phase development, 
with the second building to be built as a separate development.

Christiansen described the elements of the proposed apartment project including a 
single garage for each unit and a space in the driveway, totaling 22 parking spaces.  He 
spoke about providing adequate space for the dumpsters and a pedestrian connection to 
the downtown.  The developer has agreed to extend the sidewalk to the north in order 
to connect to the downtown.

Christiansen stated the PUD Agreement is specific with respect to the road.  The road 
will provide access to both buildings, but it is limited in width and does not allow for on-
street parking.  He noted the road was envisioned in the original PUD of potentially 
becoming a public road.  He pointed out the PUD Agreement specifically identifies how 
the road will be maintained.

McShane expressed concern regarding the significant parking challenge that will result 
from the Phase II development. She stated the proposed plans are very handsome and 
fit within the surroundings, but there needs to be a plan on how parking will be 
addressed. 

Scott expressed appreciation to the developer for working with the city on this project.  
He stated the new development will be a real asset to the city. 

Mr. Cervi stated the Orchards Phase II would be comprised of 11 luxury townhomes with 
rentals from $1650 to $1750.  He believes this project will contribute to the growth of 
the city.   

Responding to a question from Schneemann, Christiansen confirmed the proposed 
development meets the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance for a PUD.  He pointed 
out Mr. Cervi is in step number three of the PUD process.

Responding to a question from Schneemann, Cervi stated the materials for the project 
include asphalt dimensional shingles for the roof; full brick on all sides; limestone 
accents and banding; and confirmed the height is the same as the Phase I building.

Christiansen confirmed the proponent has committed to putting in a sidewalk.

Schneemann expressed concern regarding the front facing garages which will result in a 
lot of in and out traffic.  He suggested moving the building closer to the road, put in on-
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street parking with a sidewalk, and would allow for ample room in the back for rear 
garages. He stated it is a handsome project and would love to see it built, but the 
garages need to be in the rear.

Ceri advised he looked into the possibility of rear garages, but according to his engineers 
the existing utilities make it virtually impossible to flip the building. 

Responding to a question from Galvin, Christiansen stated the next step in the process is 
approval of the final site plan by the Planning Commission.

Responding to a question from Galvin, Cervi stated he would like to break ground in this 
season.  If that happens, they will begin to market the townhomes at the end of spring 
or early summer next year.

Responding to a question from Galvin regarding the road, Schultz advised the road is 
still private.  He stated there is an executed quit claim deed that exists.  He noted the 
PUD Agreement requires adequate maintenance of the road.  He stated if the city 
decided to take it over there is a mechanism in the PUD Agreement that requires the 
road be brought up to city standards.

Responding to a question from Galvin, Cervi stated he does not anticipate any issue with 
the ability of trash trucks to access the dumpsters. 

City Attorney recommended adding the following amendments to the PUD Plan:1) 
including the sidewalk in the plan; 2) require that the road be brought up to city 
standards; and 3) confirm that a full, detailed site plan is brought back to the Planning 
Commission for final approval.

Scott expressed concern regarding the city taking back the road. He pointed out the 
road has 12 curb cuts within a 195' span. He doesn’t know of any other city roads that 
have that many curb cuts within that short of a span.

Schultz noted there is no requirement that the city take back the road when asking the 
proponent to bring it up to an acceptable standard.

Cervi agreed to help fix the road.

Galvin advised this project has been vetted and reviewed by multiples layers of staff, 
LSL Planning, and the Planning Commission and it has passed every time.  He noted the 
surrounding neighbors are amenable to the project; and pointed out the downtown 
district needs this project.  He stated the city doesn't have enough capacity for 
downtown residents.
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Motion to approve an amended site plan, subject to consultant and staff review 
requirements, and to direct City Administration and City Attorney’s office to 
finalize the plan and public improvements in accordance with the existing PUD 
Agreement as amended and including the following additional amendments: 1) 
include the sidewalk in the plan; 2) require that the road be brought up to city 
standards; and 3) confirm that a full, detailed site plan is brought back to the 
Planning Commission for final approval.

The votes were taken in the following order: Schneemann, Scott, Cowley, Galvin, 
McShane.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott

B. Consideration to Approve Maxfield Training Center Parking Lot Lease 
Agreement and Shiawassee Park Lease Agreement with Farmington 
Public Schools

Murphy provided the background on both of the proposed leases with Farmington Public 
Schools.  He stated the leases will be short term until Farmington Public Schools divests 
itself of these properties.

Motion to approve MTC Parking Lot and Shiawassee Park lease agreements 
with Farmington Public Schools, subject to final approval as to form by City 
Manager and City Attorney, which may include minor, non-substantive 
revisions.

The votes were taken in the following order: Scott, Cowley, Galvin, McShane, 
Schneemann.
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott

C. Consideration to authorize permit request for Farmington Brewing 
Company to hold its one year anniversary weekend November 13 – 
15

Present:  Jason Schloff, Farmington Brewery Co-owner

City Administration reviewed a special event request from the Farmington Brewery 
Company to hold its one-year anniversary celebration during the weekend of November 
13-15.

Jason Schloff was present to discuss the details of the event.

Motion to approve a special event request from the Farmngton Brewery 
Company to holds its one-year anniversary celebration on Friday, November 
13th from 4 p.m. until midnight; Saturday, November 14th and Sunday, 
November 15th, from noon until 10 p.m.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott

D. Consideration to Approve Purchase of Parking Signs

City Administration requested approval for the purchase of 73 parking signs at cost of up 
to $6,000, if the funds cannot be found elsewhere.

Scott expressed concern that the city is taking on more of the DDA's expenses.

Murphy responded that is why he stated if the funds cannot be found elsewhere.   He 
will be asking the DDA to cover the costs of these signs, but knows they have a very 
tight budget.

Cowley concurred that the DDA should pick up the cost for the signs.

Schneemann agreed this cost is in the DDA "wheelhouse."  He is not opposed to 
providing a loan.  He would like to see this project move forward.
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Minutes Farmington City Council September 21, 2015

City of Farmington Page 11 Updated 10/15/2015 12:01 PM 

Responding to a question from Galvin, Demers advised the number of net new signs is 
between 45-50.

Galvin expressed some concern regarding the large quantity of signs that will be 
installed in the downtown.  He wants to make sure the downtown is a polite and inviting 
environment.  

Demers responded that part of the reason for the large quantity of signs is that many of 
the existing signs need to be changed from 2 hours to 3 hours.  Secondly, the main lot 
between Market and Main Street is currently unsigned.  

Responding to a question from Galvin, Demers stated the parking fines that are being 
charged and collected are paid directly to the 47th District Court.

Responding to a question from Schneemann, Demers confirmed they are attempting to 
install only the minimum number of signs necessary.

Discussion followed regarding the color scheme for the signs.

Motion to approve the purchase of 73 parking signs at a cost of up to $6000 
from the Downtown Development Authority budget.

The votes were taken in the following order: Scott, Cowley, Galvin, McShane, 
Schneemann.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott

E. Clarification of Financials of Council Chambers

City Administration provided clarification of the financials for the renovation of the 
Council Chambers.

9. DEPARTMENT HEAD COMMENTS
Weber stated the city received a AA rating for bonds that were recently issued.  He 
noted some of the positive comments about the city in the bond rating report.

Demers advised the city is terminating the animal trap program and discussed the 
reasons why. 
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Minutes Farmington City Council September 21, 2015

City of Farmington Page 12 Updated 10/15/2015 12:01 PM 

Eudy cautioned Council not to take back the road discussed in the earlier PUD 
agreement. He spoke about a program the city undertook several years ago to 
vacate roads and does not want to reverse that trend.

Christiansen discussed the status of the K-Mart site, including issues regarding the 
wall, Tile Shop renovation and the 3-story building.  He noted the Fresh Thyme 
demolition would be completed that week.

10. COUNCIL COMMENT
McShane would like City Council to pursue becoming a Blue Zone Community. She 
stated this project would be all about community well-being. It is a systems 
approach through its citizens, schools, employers, grocery stores and community 
leaders where they collaborate on policies towards better health and well-being. 
She believes with Fresh Thyme coming into the city there is potential for a 
partnership.

Schneemann stated the vote on the Phase II- Orchards Project was a difficult one.  
He believes 85% of the project is good, but the front facing garages is a real 
compromise.  He sees it as a "B" project.  He voted for the project because it has 
received so much broad support. 

Schneeman stated the city needs to maintain high standards and not sell itself 
short.  He noted the city is an excellent community that can demand excellence. He 
stated just because a developer may have to spend an extra $10K to put in some 
extra storm sewer doesn't mean the city shouldn't make it a requirement.  He 
pointed out the city has more projects coming and needs to demand excellence.

With regard to downtown signage, he stated it is important that everything that is 
done in the community goes through some level of scrutiny.  He stated 
communities who take the time for design are the communities that are doing well 
and are places where people want to live. He stated the city always needs to be 
vigilant in everything it is doing.

Cowley commented that he recently attended the Michigan Municipal League 
conference.  He noted three items he found interesting from the conference:  75% 
of households in the United States do not have children; solar energy technology is 
emerging; and the benefit of volume purchasing relative to containing water rates.  
He suggested reaching out to Farmington Hills to consider volume purchasing.

Galvin announced City Hall now has wi-fi.

11. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 10:00 PM.
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Minutes Farmington City Council September 21, 2015

City of Farmington Page 13 Updated 10/15/2015 12:01 PM 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott

William E. Galvin, Mayor

Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk

Approval Date: ______________________
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
October 19, 2015 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 2035) 

 
 

Submitted by:  David Murphy, City Manager 
 

Description:  Proclamation Naming Nov. 13 World Pancreatic Cancer Day 
 

Requested Action:   
Accept the presented proclamation naming Nov. 13 World Pancreatic Cancer Day 

 

Background:   
Farmington City resident, Bert David, submitted a request to name Nov. 13 Pancreatic Cancer Day as this 

cancer is on the upswing. He will be in attendance at the meeting. Attached is a letter from him, along 

with the application. 

 

Agenda Review 
Review: 
David M. Murphy Pending  
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending 10/19/2015 7:00 PM 
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To: The Farmington City Council 
 
As your constituent, I am writing on behalf of the estimated 40,560 Americans who will die of 
pancreatic cancer in 2015, approximately 1,480 of whom live in Michigan. In 2015, pancreatic 
cancer will afflict more than 48,960 Americans, 73% of whom will die within one year of their 
diagnosis, and 93% of whom will die within five years of diagnosis. 
 
This comes home to me in that two of my close friends have lost loved ones to pancreatic 
cancer -- my best friend’s father died of this terrible disease and also a very good friend’s 
spouse. 
 
To date, pancreatic cancer is the fourth leading cause of cancer death in the United States, and 
it is the only major cancer with a five-year relative survival rate in the single digits at just seven 
percent. Furthermore, the incidence and death rate for pancreatic cancer are increasing, and 
pancreatic cancer is anticipated to move from the fourth to the second leading cause of cancer-
related death in the U.S. by 2020.  We need your help to shine a spotlight on this disease and 
finally make progress in developing treatments and early detection tools.  By issuing a 
proclamation supporting the observance of November 13 as World Pancreatic Cancer Day in 
the City of Farmington. 
 
We request that the original proclamation to be made available for our records. Please contact 
me at 248-921-3854, bert46@gmail.com with any questions. I look forward to working with you 
to issue a proclamation that will recognize November 13 as World Pancreatic Cancer Day and 
bring much needed attention to this deadly disease. Thank you for your interest in this important 
issue. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bert David 
 
21135 Laurelwood St. 
 
Farmingtom, Mich. 48336 
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
October 19, 2015 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 2034) 

 
 

Submitted by:  David Murphy, City Manager 
 

Description:  Consideration to Approve Special Event Application for Holly Days 
 

Requested Action:   
Move to approve Special Event Application as presented by the Greater Farmington Area Chamber of 

Commerce regarding Holly Days.  

 

Background:   
The Greater Farmington Area Chamber of Commerce has been working with Farmington Public Safety's 

Director Frank Demer and Deputy Director Ted Warthman regarding street closures for the 2015 Light up 

the Grand Holiday Parade. This will be the second year for the parade. 

 

Agenda Review 
Review: 
David M. Murphy Pending  
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending 10/19/2015 7:00 PM 
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
October 19, 2015 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 2039) 

 
 

Submitted by:  Kevin Christiansen, Economic Community Development Director 
 

Description:  MEDC Redevelopment Ready Communities Final Report 
 

Requested Action:   
 

Background:   
Attached is the final report of findings for the City of Farmington from the Michigan Economic 

Development Corporation (MEDC) Redevelopment Ready Communities (RRC) Program.  Representatives 

of MEDC will be present at the October 19, 2015 City Council Regular Meeting to present the final report 

of findings. 

 

Agenda Review 
Review: 
Kevin Christiansen Pending  
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending 10/19/2015 7:00 PM 
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City of Farmington 
September 2015

Redevelopment Ready Communities®

Report of Findings
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Redevelopment Ready Communities® (RRC) is 
a certification program supporting community 
revitalization and the attraction and retention of 
businesses, entrepreneurs and talent throughout 
Michigan. RRC promotes communities to be 
development ready and competitive in today’s economy 
by actively engaging stakeholders and proactively 
planning for the future—making them more attractive 
for projects that create places where people want to live, 
work and invest.

In January 2014, the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation (MEDC) announced the 
second open application round for communities 
interested in achieving RRC certification. MEDC received 
submissions from over 40 communities across the state. 
Farmington’s application scored in the top tier and was 
selected to receive a full RRC assessment. We applaud the 
city’s efforts in working to achieve RRC certification. The 
foundation of the evaluation is the RRC Best Practices. 
Developed by experts in the public and private sector, the 
best practices are the standard to achieve certification 
and designed to create a predictable experience for 
investors, businesses and residents working within a 
community. Communities must demonstrate that all 
best practice evaluation criteria have been met to receive 
RRC certification. While the report of findings outlines 

recommended actions to meet each best practice criteria, 
each community must choose its own path of alternate 
strategies as long as the required criteria is being 
accomplished 

The city of Farmington is the 27th community to 
be evaluated under the statewide RRC program and 
is well on its way to becoming redevelopment ready. 
With a strong history of proactive planning, public 
engagement, streamlined development processes 
and routinely collaborating with regional partners, 
the city has positioned itself for future success. The 
recently completed “Farmington Vision Plan” is a great 
document to help the city start the visioning process for 
the upcoming master plan update as well as starting to 
prioritize the priority redevelopment sites for the city. 

While the spirit of redevelopment exists, Farmington 
needs to update their master plan, create a marketing 
strategy and adopt a capital improvements plan. While 
the city has been planning for capital improvements 
annually, there is no official long range planning for 
capital improvements. Planning for future investment 
is not only a best practice for redevelopment readiness, 
but it encourages project coordination internally and 
externally while letting the development community 
know where future investments are being made. 

Executive summary
6.C.a
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4

The basic assessment tool for evaluation is the RRC 
Best Practices. These six standards were developed 
in conjunction with public and private sector experts 
and address key elements of community and economic 
development. A community must demonstrate all of the 
RRC best practice components have been met to become 
RRC certified. Once received, certification is valid for 
three years. 

Measurement of a community to the best practices 
is completed through the RRC team’s research, 
observation and interviews, as well as the consulting 
advice and technical expertise of the RRC advisory 
council. The team analyzes a community’s development 
materials, including, but not limited to: the master plan; 

redevelopment strategy; capital improvements plan; 
budget; public participation plan; zoning regulations; 
development procedures; applications; economic 
development strategy; marketing strategies; and website. 
Researchers observe the meetings of the community’s 
governing body, planning commission, zoning board 
of appeals and other committees as applicable. In 
confidential interviews, the team also records the input of 
local business owners and developers who have worked 
with the community. 

A community’s degree of attainment for each best 
practice criteria is visually represented in this report by 
the following:  

This report represents the findings of the evaluation of the Farmington’s redevelopment processes and practices.  
All questions should be directed to the RRC team at RRC@michigan.org. 

Methodology

Green indicates the best practice component is currently being met by the 
community.

Yellow indicates some of the best practice component may be in place, but 
additional action is required.

Red indicates the best practice component is not present or outdated.
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Best practice findings

Best Practice 1.1 evaluates community planning and 
how the redevelopment vision is embedded in the 
master plan, capital improvements plan, downtown 
development plan and corridor plan. The master plan 
sets expectations for those involved in new development 
and redevelopment, giving the public some degree of 
certainty about their vision for the future, while assisting 
the city in achieving its stated goals. Local and city-wide 
plans can provide key stakeholders with a roadmap for 
navigating the redevelopment process in the context of 
market realities and community goals.

The Michigan Planning Enabling Act, PA 33 of 2008, 
requires the planning commission create and approve a 
master plan as a guide for development and shall review 
the master plan and determine whether or not to amend 
the master plan or adopt a new master plan at least once 
every five years after adoption. The Act also requires 
communities to adopt a six-year capital improvements 
plan (CIP) for public structures or improvements, in 
general order of their priority. 

Farmington’s master plan was updated in 2009 
and provides the framework for planning in the city. 
The current master plan contains goals relating to 
the downtown, neighborhoods, housing, industrial, 
community facilities and transportation. The plan 
contains detailed implementation steps with identified 
responsible parties and timelines to help make sure there 
is accountability in achieving the city’s goals. The city 
is in the process of updating the master plan to be in 
compliance with state law. This needs to be completed 
before the city can become certified. 

A capital improvements plan is an important tool 
used to assist with the implementation of the master plan 
visions and goals. Farmington currently budgets for capital 
improvements annually but does not have an adopted CIP. 
Developing a six-year CIP brings departments together 
that are rarely thought of as players in the redevelopment 
process. Planning for future investment is not only a best 
practice for redevelopment readiness, but it encourages 
project coordination internally and externally, and assists 
with implementing the community vision established 
during the master planning process. 

The city of Farmington is planning for their downtown 
in various ways. The city adopted a downtown plan in 
2004 which contains defined boundaries, mixed-use 
and pedestrian elements and contains implementation 
strategies. This plan coordinates with the DDA 
tax increment financing plan, city master plan and 
“Farmington Vision Plan” to help the city identify projects 
with estimated costs and works to help implement transit 
orientated development. It is important for businesses 
and residents to understand the improvements that 
are projected for priority redevelopment areas. The 
city needs to provide a link to all of their TIF plans and 
redevelopment strategies on the city’s website. 

Oakland County recently approved the TIF plan 
for the Grand River Avenue corridor improvement 
authority, the city’s priority corridor. The corridor TIF 
plan coordinates with the “Grand River Corridor Vision 
Plan” and have an identified boundary, includes projects, 
costs and timelines. The plan also contains mixed-use, 
pedestrian- and transit-oriented development elements. 

Best Practice 1.1—The plans
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Best practice findings

6

Best Practice 1.1—The plans continued

Status Evaluation criteria Recommended actions for certification
Estimated 
timeline

 
The governing body has adopted a 
master plan in the past five years.

 Update the city’s master plan as outlined in 
RRC Best Practice 1.1 12 months

 
The master plan identifies a strategy for 
redevelopment or the governing body 
has adopted a redevelopment plan.

✓

 
The governing body has adopted a 
capital improvements plan.

 Adopt a six-year capital improvements plan as 
outlined in RRC Best Practice 1.1 12 months

The governing body has adopted a 
downtown plan, if applicable.

 Link the DDA TIF plans to the city’s website as 
outlined in RRC Best Practice 1.1 3 months

The governing body has adopted a 
corridor plan, if applicable.

 Link the corridor TIF plans to the city’s website 
as outlined in RRC Best Practice 1.1 3 months

6.C.a
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Best practice findings

Best Practice 1.2 assesses how well the community 
identifies and engages its stakeholders on a continual basis. 
Public participation, which aims to prevent or minimize 
disputes by creating a process for resolving issues before 
they become an obstacle, is a crucial component to the 
planning process. The foundation of all planning efforts is 
engaging residents through various techniques. 

Farmington has adopted a public participation 
resolution which spells out the framework for the city to 
create a public participation plan. While this meets some 
of the best practice criteria for a public participation plan, 
the city need a public participation strategy that identifies 

key stakeholders, describes their public participation 
methods and appropriate venues for each method. This 
strategy will also help the city evaluate the effectiveness 
of their efforts. 

Farmington recently went through a large scale 
public engagement process to help with the creation of 
the “Farmington Vision Plan.” Five public meetings and 
five small group meetings with presentations and idea 
generating exercises were held throughout the city to 
solicit input from a variety of stakeholders. The results of 
this and all public participation processes are found either 
as an appendix to a specific plan or on the city’s website. 

Best Practice 1.2—Public participation 

Status Evaluation criteria Recommended actions for certification
Estimated 
timeline

 

The community has a public 
participation plan for engaging 
a diverse set of community 
stakeholders.

 Adopt a public participation strategy as outlined 
in RRC Best Practice 1.2 12 months

 
The community demonstrates that 
public participation efforts go beyond 
the basic methods.

✓

 
The community shares outcomes of 
public participation processes. ✓
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Best practice findings

Best Practice 2.1 evaluates the city’s zoning ordinance 
to determine how well it regulates and implements for 
the goals of the master plan. Zoning is a key tool to 
implement plans in a community. Inflexible or obsolete 
zoning regulations can discourage redevelopment. 
Advances in technology and widespread availability of 
the internet calls for communities to make their zoning 
ordinance and other codes available online for easier 
public cases. 

It is important for a city’s zoning ordinance to align 
with the goals of the master plan. The city of Farmington’s 
master plan was updated in 2009 and contains a zoning 
plan that matches the city’s zoning ordinance. 

The Farmington’s zoning ordinance is available online 
and is interactive to help the customer easily navigate 
through the sections. The ordinance utilizes graphics to 
help portray definitions and requirements and contains 
multiple matrixes to visually represent the allowed uses 
and the required steps. 

It is important for a community to provide appropriate 
locations for concentrated development. One way a 
community can do this is through a form based code. 
Form based codes allow a community to put a larger 
emphasis on building form and a lesser focus on land 
use than traditional zoning. Farmington is in the process 
of incorporating a form based code into the new Grand 
River corridor overlay district. The zoning ordinance also 
allows for mixed use development in the downtown and 
contains placemaking elements such as build-to lines, 
requiring open store fronts, allowing for outdoor dining, 

ground floor signage standards, standards for the public 
realm and pedestrian-friendly elements. 

Having flexible tools to encourage redevelopment is 
essential for any community working to implement their 
redevelopment goals. Farmington’s zoning ordinance 
contains a historic overlay district to help preserve the 
historic neighborhoods in the city. The ordinance also 
clearly defines approval procedures for special land-
uses and planned unit developments and permits non-
industrial uses that serve new economy businesses in 
light industrial districts. 

Farmington works to promote walkability and 
improve non-motorized transportation in various ways. 
The zoning ordinance includes provisions for pedestrian-
orientated design requirements in the central business 
district that include pedestrian lighting, traffic calming, 
streetscape elements and bicycle parking. 

Parking requirements in commercial centers are 
challenging in most communities. Farmington’s zoning 
ordinance allows for parking requirements to be waved 
for businesses located within 500 feet of public parking 
facilities. The ordinance also allows for shared parking 
agreements and allows for the planning commission to 
require vehicle passage between parking lots. 

Stormwater runoff is a major cause of water pollution 
in urban areas. Farmington’s ordinances contain 
stormwater management standards and includes 
guidelines for rain gardens, bioswales, green roofs and 
pervious pavement. 

Best Practice 2.1—Zoning regulations
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Best practice findings

9

Best Practice 2.1—Zoning regulations continued

Status Evaluation criteria Recommended actions for certification
Estimated 
timeline

 
The governing body has adopted a 
zoning ordinance that aligns with the 
goals of the current master plan.

✓

 
The zoning ordinance is user-friendly 
and accessible online. ✓

 

The zoning ordinance provides for 
areas of concentrated development in 
appropriate locations and encourages 
the type and form of development 
desired. 

✓

The zoning ordinance includes 
flexible zoning tools to encourage 
development and redevelopment.

✓

 
The zoning ordinance allows for a 
variety of housing options. ✓
The zoning ordinance includes 
standards to improve non-motorized 
transportation.

✓

The zoning ordinance includes flexible 
parking requirements. ✓
The zoning ordinance includes 
standards for green infrastructure. ✓
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10

Best practice findings

Best Practice 3.1 evaluates the city’s site plan review 
policies and procedures, project tracking and internal/
external communications. The purpose of the site plan 
review process is to ensure that plans for specific types 
of development comply with the zoning ordinance. An 
efficient site plan review process is integral to becoming 
redevelopment ready and can assist a community in 
attracting investment dollars. Site plan review procedures 
and timelines should be communicated in a clear and 
concise manner to prospective developers and business 
owners. To do this, sound internal procedures need to be 
in place and followed. 

Farmington’s site plan review process, as well as the 
roles and responsibilities of the developer, staff, planning 
commission and city council are clearly articulated in the 
city’s zoning ordinance. Clearly documenting the roles and 
responsibly of each party helps to ensure that there are no 
unnecessary delays in the process. Farmington exhibits 
great customer service, and recently adopted customer 
service policy’s to help ensure all residents are treated with 
same customer service regardless of the situation. 

To help ensure a smooth permitting process, 
Farmington strongly encourages all developers go 
through a pre-application meeting with city staff prior to 
submitting an application for preliminary site plan review.

The site plan review application includes an easy to 
understand checklist of requirements. Once the site plan 
is through the preliminary site plan review process and 
submitted, the city distributes copies to all necessary city 
and county departments for a joint site plan review. To 

ensure that there are no delays in the process, the city 
utilizes BSA software and their consultants to track status 
of each development. 

Prompt action on development requests benefits both 
the developer and the city. The city’s zoning ordinance 
has a detailed site plan review matrix detailing what 
can be approved administratively, by the planning 
commission or is exempt from site plan review. Site plan 
review is handled administratively and by the planning 
commission. Having an easy to follow flowchart of 
development requests with timelines is necessary to help 
visually depict the process. The city recently created an 
easy to follow flowchart with average timelines for the 
development process. 

Encouraging developers to reach out to the 
community early in the development process helps 
the public understand what is happening in the 
neighborhood and can also get advocates for the project. 
Farmington provides the names and addresses of the 
neighbors surrounding the proposed development at 
the initial developer application meeting. Sharing this 
information upfront helps allow developers to reach out 
to the neighboring residents so they are no surprises 
during the process. 

The city currently asks for feedback on the site plan 
review process but does not have a formal mechanism to 
collect the input. The city needs to develop a customer 
feedback mechanism and review the comments annually 
to ensure there are not holdups in the process.   

Best Practice 3.1—Development review policy and procedures
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Best practice findings

11

Best Practice 3.1—Development review policy and procedures continued

Status Evaluation criteria Recommended actions for certification
Estimated 
timeline

 
The zoning ordinance articulates a 
thorough site plan review process. ✓

 
The community has a qualified intake 
professional. ✓

 
The community defines and offers 
conceptual site plan review meetings 
for applicants.

✓

The community has a clearly 
documented internal staff review 
policy. 

✓

 
The appropriate departments engage 
in joint site plan reviews. ✓
The community has a method to track 
development projects. ✓
The community promptly acts on 
development requests. ✓
The community encourages a 
developer to seek input from 
neighboring residents and businesses 
at the onset of the application 
process.

✓

The community annually reviews the 
successes and challenges with the site 
plan review and approval procedures.

 Develop a customer feedback mechanism as 
outlined in Best Practice 3.1 6 months
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Best practice findings

Best Practice 3.2 evaluates the availability of the 
community’s development information. Land use 
planning and development is a process that involves 
a wide range of stakeholders. For the process to work 
effectively, everyone involved must know their roles 
and responsibilities. Development materials should be 
assembled to help citizens, developers and public officials 
gain a better understanding of how the development 
process works. 

The city of Farmington’s website groups together 
local resources for businesses. The city has the master 
plan, meeting schedules, permits, fee schedules, 

available financial tools, zoning information and contact 
information available in an organized and user friendly 
way. The city recently created an easy to follow step-by-
step flowchart of the development process with timelines 
to help developers understand the development process 
in Farmington. 

Assessing the fees related to the development review 
process is essential to help ensure that the costs are fair 
to the applicants and affordable to the community. The 
city’s fee schedules have been recently updated and are 
annually reviewed. 

Best Practice 3.2—Guide to Development

Status Evaluation criteria Recommended actions for certification
Estimated 
timeline

 

The community maintains an online 
guide to development that explains 
policies, procedures and steps to 
obtain approvals.

✓

 
The community annually reviews the 
fee schedule. ✓

6.C.a

Packet Pg. 114

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 C

it
y 

o
f 

F
ar

m
in

g
to

n
 -

 M
E

D
C

 R
R

C
 R

ep
o

rt
 o

f 
F

in
d

in
g

s 
(S

ep
te

m
b

er
 2

01
5)

  (
20

39
 :

 M
E

D
C

 R
ed

ev
el

o
p

m
en

t 
R

ea
d

y 
C

o
m

m
u

n
it

ie
s 

F
in

al



13

Best practice findings

Best Practice 4.1 evaluates how a community conducts 
recruitment and orientation for newly appointed or 
elected officials and board members. 

Farmington has multiple boards and commissions 
that assist the city council with development related 
decisions. Residents interested in serving on boards and 
commissions are asked to contact the city manager’s 
office. While this is one technique a community can 
use to recruit new members, the average citizen may 
not understand what the function of the planning 
commission or zoning board of appeals. Informing 
residents upfront of the roles and responsibilities 
of the boards and commissions is key to recruiting 

talent. Drafting a list of desired qualifications, a brief 
synopsis of the position functions and estimated time 
commitment will help in this process. Additionally, 
setting expectations upfront can help retain members in 
the long run.   

The city’s newly appointed boards and commission 
members are required to attend a special orientation 
meeting conducted by the city administration and 
consultants. The city also provides a comprehensive 
orientation packet to all members of development related 
boards and commissions to ensure they get the materials 
necessary to do their job.

Best Practice 4.1—Recruitment and orientation

Status Evaluation criteria Recommended actions for certification
Estimated 
timeline

 
The community sets expectations for 
board and commission positions. 

 Establish expectations for the city’s boards and 
commissions as outlined in RRC Best Practice 4.1 6 months

The community provides orientation 
packets to all appointed and elected 
members of development-related 
boards and commissions. 

✓
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Best practice findings

Best Practice 4.2 assesses how a community encourages 
training and tracks training needs for appointed and 
elected officials, board members and staff. Trainings 
provide officials and staff with an opportunity to expand 
their knowledge and ultimately make more informed 
decisions about land use and redevelopment issues. 

Farmington has a dedicated source of funding for 
training for city council and all boards and commissions. 
The city also utilizes their consultants to help educate 
their members. It is the community and economic 
development director’s responsibility to inform boards 
and commissions of upcoming trainings but the city 

does not to track attendance at trainings. Identifying 
and tracking trainings is essential to ensure the city has 
informed board and commission members and helps to 
identify any gaps. 

Communications between boards and commissions 
is essential in decision making. Farmington’s boards and 
commissions hold an annual joint session to discuss the 
city’s status, conduct training and identify goals for the 
upcoming year. Holding an annual meeting between 
the city’s development related boards and commissions 
is a great way to ensure they are making decisions on a 
unified front. 

Best Practice 4.2—Education and training

Status Evaluation criteria Recommended actions for certification
Estimated 
timeline

 
The community has a dedicated 
source of funding for training. ✓
The community identifies training 
needs and tracks attendance of the 
governing body, boards, commissions 
and staff.

 Develop a simple mechanism to track training 
needs and log attendance as outlined in RRC 
Best Practice 4.2

6 months

The community encourages the 
governing body, boards, commissions 
and staff to attend trainings. 

✓

The community shares information 
between the governing body, boards, 
commissions, and staff. 

✓
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Best practice findings

Best Practice 5.1 assesses how a community identifies, 
visions and markets their priority redevelopment 
sites. Communities must think strategically about the 
redevelopment of properties. Investments should be 
targeted in areas and properties that have the potential 
for positive future redevelopment. Focusing on the 
redevelopment and reuse of a single property can 
catalyze further development around it. Restoring 
buildings without a vision for the surrounding area is 
often insufficient to generate lasting change. 

In 2013, the city went through a visioning process that 

identified a number of vacant and underutilized sites in 
the community. The community helped to choose their 
top four and the city conducted some limited visioning. 
In addition to this extensive process, the city actively 
works with the local real estate community to promote 
and package the priority redevelopment areas within 
the city. While Farmington is working to promote great 
opportunities, the city needs to fully package their sites 
and actively market them. The city is required to have at 
least one packaged site for certification. 

Best Practice 5.1—Redevelopment Ready Sites®

Status Evaluation criteria Recommended actions for certification
Estimated 
timeline

 
The community identifies and 
prioritizes redevelopment sites. ✓

 
The community gathers preliminary 
development research for prioritized 
redevelopment sites.

✓

 
The community has development a 
vision for the priority redevelopment 
sites.

✓

 
The community identifies available 
resources and incentives for 
prioritized redevelopment sites. 

✓

 
A property information package for 
the prioritized redevelopment site(s) 
is assembled.

 Assemble a property information for identified 
prioritized redevelopment sites as outlined in 
RRC Best Practice 5.1

12 months

 
Prioritized redevelopment sites are 
actively marketed.

 Market the identified redevelopment sites as 
outlined in RRC Best Practice 5.1 12 months
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Best practice findings

Best Practice 6.1 evaluates what goals and actions a 
community has identified to assist in strengthening 
its overall economic health. Strategic economic 
development planning is critical to attract jobs and new 
investment in communities. 

Planning for economic development can take many 
forms. While business development is a core value in 
economic development, a community needs to include 
community development and talent in the overall 
equation for economic success. In 2013, the city of 
Farmington went through a six-month citizen-based 
initiative to help the city better plan for the future. As a 
result of this process, the “Farmington Vision Plan” was 
created to help plan for the city’s future. The vision plan 
has identified six initiatives, 47 actions, and 18 priority 
actions to help the city prosper. The initiatives include 
helping to make the city more walkable, preserving green 
space, promoting the community, promote growth and 
development, increase new revenue and create a range 
of housing to attract all residents. The plan identifies the 

unique opportunities and challenges of the city, includes 
goals and objectives, costs and a prioritization of tasks. 

Although the city staff routinely updates the city 
council on the progress of the vision plan, they have no 
formal mechanism to review planning documentation. 
Having a formal mechanism to annually review the 
economic development strategy is essential to ensure 
the city’s economic development goals are up to date. 
Additionally, the Farmington planning commission does 
not currently make an annual report to the city council. 
The Michigan Planning Enabling Act (PA 33, 2008) 
states “a planning commission shall make an annual 
written report to the legislative body concerning its 
operation and the status of planning activities, including 
recommendations regarding actions by the legislative 
body related to planning and development.” An annual 
report can be a way for the planning commission to 
present economic development goals and objectives to 
the city council.  

Best Practice 6.1—Economic development strategy

Status Evaluation criteria Recommended actions for certification
Estimated 
timeline

 
The governing body has approved an 
economic development strategy. ✓

 
The governing body annually reviews 
the economic development strategy.

 Annually report of the economic development 
strategy as outlined in RRC Best Practice 6.1 12 months

6.C.a

Packet Pg. 118

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 C

it
y 

o
f 

F
ar

m
in

g
to

n
 -

 M
E

D
C

 R
R

C
 R

ep
o

rt
 o

f 
F

in
d

in
g

s 
(S

ep
te

m
b

er
 2

01
5)

  (
20

39
 :

 M
E

D
C

 R
ed

ev
el

o
p

m
en

t 
R

ea
d

y 
C

o
m

m
u

n
it

ie
s 

F
in

al



17

Best practice findings

Best Practice 6.2 evaluates how the community promotes 
and markets itself. Community marketing and promotion 
can take many forms, but the goal is to create a positive 
image that rekindles community pride and improves 
consumer and investor confidence. 

While the Farmington Area Chamber of Commerce 
and DDA help to market the area, the city of Farmington 
does not have a community marketing strategy. The 
city needs to create a marketing strategy that identifies 
specific goals and strategies for attracting businesses, 
talent and real estate development. 

Visitors to a community’s website need to be able to 
find accurate information quickly and the importance of a 
user-friendly website cannot be overstated. Farmington’s 
website is updated frequently, easy to use and contains all 
planning, zoning and development information. While 
the website meets most of our criteria, it does not have all 
of the components of the guide to development, property 
information packages, economic development strategies 
and DDA information. Once these items are put on the 
website, the city will meet the criteria of this best practice. 

Best Practice 6.2—Marketing and promotion

Status Evaluation criteria Recommended actions for certification
Estimated 
timeline

 
The community has developed a 
marketing strategy.

 Develop a unified marketing strategy as outlined 
in Best Practice 6.2 12 months

 
The community has an updated,  
user-friendly municipal website.

 Incorporate the city’s property information 
packages, DDA Information, and economic 
development strategy to the website as 
outlined in RRC Best Practice 6.2

12 months
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Conclusion

3122-150105

The RRC program assists communities in maximizing 
their economic potential by embracing effective 
redevelopment tools and best practices. The city must 
find a balance between removing unnecessary delays and 
hurdles while preserving the integrity of the community’s 
vision and goals and positioning the city for success. 
Farmington has exhibited a strong commitment to 
improving redevelopment readiness and is working 
diligently to meet the best practice criteria and achieve the 
Redevelopment Ready Certified Community® designation. 

Next steps for the city include the governing body 
adopting a resolution of support to proceed with the RRC 
program. Farmington will need to continue to implement 
actions toward achieving certification. Staff has attended 
the RRC best practice trainings and is required to submit 
quarterly progress reports to inform the RRC Team of 
progress made in terms of implementing the necessary 
steps to meet the RRC best practices. Once Farmington 
has met all of the best practice criteria, the city will be a 
certified Redevelopment Ready Community®. 
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Updated: 10/16/2015 11:07 AM by Melissa Andrade  Page 1 

 
Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
October 19, 2015 

 
Reference 
Number 

 

 
 
Submitted by:  Annette Knowles, 
 
Description:  Special Event Request-Calendar Year 2016 
 
 
Requested Action:   
Motion to approve resolution approving the Downtown Development Authority's 2016 Event 

Calendar which includes dates, times, locations, authorization for road closures and 

authorization to apply for temporary liquor license 

 
 
Background:   
The Farmington Downtown Development Authority Board of Directors at its September 2, 

2015 meeting approved a 2016 calendar of special events and promotions.  In order for the 

DDA maximize the opportunity to engage sponsors and to engage in work planning, the 

board concurred with submitting the 2016 calendar for council consideration.  Approvals for 

special events are included in the resolution below; other activities that do not occupy public 

spaces include Ladies Night Out, Farmington Second Fridays and Small Business Saturday, 

all of which are considered retail promotions.  The DDA board of directors will continue its 

discussion about events and promotions as they pertain to the budget cycle.  Additionally, 

the DDA respectfully requests that businesses within the DDA district boundary be given 

approval to conduct sidewalk shopping on ANY event day (whether hosted by the DDA, the 

City or another organization) during posted event hours. 

 

 

Agenda Review 
Review: 
Annette Knowles Completed 10/13/2015 3:03 PM 
City Manager Completed 10/16/2015 10:34 AM 
City Council Pending 10/19/2015 7:00 PM 
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Updated: 10/16/2015 11:07 AM by Melissa Andrade  Page 1 

 
RESOLUTION NO. (ID # 2028) 

RESOLUTION # 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE FARMINGTON CITY COUNCIL APPROVING THE 
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY’S 2016 EVENT CALENDAR WHICH 
INCLUDES DATES, TIMES, LOCATIONS, AUTHORIZATION FOR ROAD 
CLOSURES, AND AUTHORIZATION TO APPLY FOR TEMPORARY LIQUOR 
LICENSES. 
 

WHEREAS, the Farmington Downtown Development Authority (DDA) has approved a 
2016 schedule of events which includes: Art on the Grand, Rhythmz in 
Riley Park and the Harvest Moon Celebration, and  

 

WHEREAS, the DDA requests approval for the entire year to assist their efforts with 
planning, cross promoting, and sponsorship opportunities; and  

 

WHEREAS, the proposed calendar of events will require authorization from the City 
Council to close roads for certain events and to authorize the DDA to 
apply for temporary liquor licenses. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Farmington City Council hereby 
approves the DDA’s 2016 Calendar of Community Events with the 
following conditions: 

 

1.  Art on the Grand 

Days:  Saturday, June 4, 10am-7pm, and Sunday, June 5, 11am-5pm 
Location: Closure of Grand River (from Farmington Rd. to Grove St.) and 
Market Place from Grand River to alley to the south of 33171 Grand River 
Avenue (Tubby’s) 
Other: Hold the State of Michigan Department of Transportation harmless 
for liability, which may result in the closing of Grand River and authorize 
City departments to provide the service required for the Art on the Grand. 

 

2. Rhythmz in Riley Park 

Days:  Fridays, June 10 - August 26 (no concert on July 15 during 
Founders Festival), hours 7-8:30pm 
Location: Pavilion area and Riley Park  

 

3. Harvest Moon Celebration 

Days:  Thursday, September 15 and Friday, September 16; hours both 
nights 6pm-11pm 

Location: Pavilion/Riley Park area and the adjacent parking lot 
Temporary Liquor License: Authorization for the DDA to apply for a 
temporary liquor license September 15 and 16. 

 

4. Sidewalk Shopping 

The Farmington DDA requests to implement downtown-wide Sidewalk Shopping on any 
event day during 2016 
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
October 19, 2015 

 
Reference 
Number 

 

 
 
Submitted by:  David Murphy, City Manager 
 
Description:  Consideration to Adopt Resolution Approving 2016 City Council Meeting 
Dates 
 
 
Requested Action:   
Move to adopt resolution to establish 2016 City Council meeting dates 

 
 
Background:   
The Open Meetings Act requires that the regularly scheduled meetings of a public body 
be posted within ten days after the first meeting of that public body in each calendar or 
fiscal year.  The Farmington City Charter, Section 6.1, states that the Council will 
provide, by resolution, the time and place of its regular meetings.   
 

Attached is a proposed City Council meeting schedule for 2016.  This would continue 
the tradition of meeting on the first and third Monday of each month, although City 
Council can change that as well.  Again, assuming a first and third Monday schedule, 
there are two meetings changed to Tuesday as a result of holidays: January 17 (Martin 
Luther King’s Birthday) and September 5 (Labor Day).   
 

1. Regular City Council meetings are held the third Monday of each month at 7:00 
p.m.  This meeting functions primarily as a business meeting. 

 

2. The first Monday of each month is a special meeting, which will start at 7:00 
p.m.  Special meeting/study sessions are eliminated in July and August.  
Business is usually slow during the summer months plus we frequently 
encounter vacation conflicts. 

 

3. We have included one special meeting to review the City Manager’s 
recommended budget.  This is scheduled for Monday, April 25, 2016.  

 

 

Agenda Review 
Review: 
David M. Murphy Pending  
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending 10/19/2015 7:00 PM 
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RESOLUTION NO. (ID # 2036) 

CITY OF FARMINGTON 
RESOLUTION NO. _____ 

 
 
Motion by ___________, seconded by _________, to adopt the following resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, The Open Meetings Act, MCL 15.261 et. seq. requires ”for regular 
meetings of a public body, there shall be posted within 10 days after the first meeting of 
the public body in each calendar or fiscal year, a public notice stating the dates, times, 
and places of its regular meetings.” 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 6.1 of the City Charter states that Council provides by 
resolution for the time and place of its regular meetings. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the following are dates 
and times of regular and special City Council meetings for the year of 2016 in Council 
Chambers of Farmington City Hall, 23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, Michigan. 
 

MEETING DATES 

 
Monday, January 4, 2016   7:00 p.m. Special Meeting (Study   
       Session) 
 
Tuesday, January 18, 2016  7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 
 
Monday, February 1, 2016   7:00 p.m. Special Meeting (Study   
       Session) 
 
Monday, February 15, 2016  7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 
 
Monday, March 7, 2016   7:00 p.m. Special Meeting (Study   
       Session) 
 
Monday, March 21, 2016   7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 
 
Monday, April 4, 2016   7:00 p.m. Special Meeting (Study   
       Session) 
 
Monday, April 18, 2016   7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 
 
Monday, April 25, 2016   7:00 p.m. Budget Review Meeting 
 
Monday, May 2, 2016   7:00 p.m. Special Meeting (Study   
       Session) 
 
Monday, May 16, 2016   7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 
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Resolution (ID # 2036)  Meeting of October 19, 2015 
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Monday, June 6, 2016   7:00 p.m. Special Meeting (Study   
       Session) 
 
Monday, June 20, 2016   7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 
 
Monday, July 18, 2016   7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 
 
Monday, August 15, 2016   7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 
 
Tuesday, September 6, 2016  7:00 p.m. Special Meeting (Study   
       Session) 
 
Monday, September 19, 2016  7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 
 
Monday, October 3, 2016   7:00 p.m. Special Meeting (Study   
       Session) 
 
Monday, October 17, 2016   7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 
 
Monday, November 7, 2016  7:00 p.m. Special Meeting (Council  
       Organizational Meeting) 
 
Monday, November 21, 2016  7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 
 
Monday, December 5, 2016  7:00 p.m. Special Meeting (Study  
       Session) 
 
Monday, December 19, 2016  7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 
      

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
I, Susan K. Halberstadt, duly authorized City Clerk for the City of Farmington do hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a motion adopted by the 
Farmington City Council at a regular meeting held on Monday, October 19, 2015, in the 
City of Farmington, Oakland County, Michigan. 
 
      

____________________________________ 
     Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk 
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