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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 
 
 
 
 
1. Roll Call  
 
 
2. Approval of Agenda  
 
 
3.  Public Comment 
 
 
4. Discussion: Food Truck Ordinance 
 
 
5. Discussion: Mechanical Equipment 
 
 
6. Other Business  
 
 
7. Public Comment 
 
 
8. Council Comment 
 
 
9. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 
The City will follow its normal procedures for accommodation of persons with disabilities. Those individuals needing 
accommodations for effective participation in this meeting should contact the City Clerk (248) 474-5500, ext. 2218 
at least two working days in advance of the meeting. An attempt will be made to make reasonable 
accommodations. 



 

 

 
Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting  
Date: May 17, 2021 

Item 
Number 

4 

Submitted by: City Manager David Murphy 
Agenda Topic: Food Truck Ordinance 
 
Proposed Motion: NA 
 

Background:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Materials:  
Segments of the ordinance that apply to Mobile Food Vending 

 



Code of Ordinances Chapter Four: Amusements and Entertainments 

• Sec. 4-196. - Exercise of approval authority. 

Approval authority for special events shall be as set forth in the City's Park Reservation, 

Facility Use, and Special Event Policy; provided, however, that as to mobile food vending 

events that are not part of a larger special event application that includes additional 

activities, the city manager shall be authorized to review and approve such events.  

(Ord. No. C-679-2001, § 1, 2-19-01; Ord. No. C-782-2017, § I, 2-21-17) 

• Sec. 4-198. - Mobile food vending special events. 

(a) 

The provisions of this section 4-198 apply to mobile food stands, mobile food trailers, and 

mobile food vehicles. This section does not apply to vehicles that dispense food and move 

from place to place and are only stationary for a brief period of time not to exceed ten (10) 

minutes, such as ice cream trucks. 

(b) 

A special event permit shall be required to operate a mobile food vehicle, mobile food 

trailer, or mobile food stand. The application for a permit shall include the information 

required in section 4-193. In addition, the applicant shall provide (1) proof of insurance in 

the amount of one million dollars ($1,000,000.00) naming the city as an additional insured; 

and (2) an additional application fee in an amount to be set by resolution of the city 

council from time to time. If mobile food vending is proposed as part of an activity that 

also requires a special event permit, no additional or separate mobile food vending permit 

shall be required. 

(c) 

No owner or occupant of property within the city may secure more than three (3) mobile 

food vending special event permits within a calendar year with respect to events located on 

private property. 

(d) 

No mobile food vendor may secure more than three (3) special event permits per calendar 

year for a mobile food vending special event, subject to the following: 

(1) 

https://library.municode.com/mi/farmington/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH4AMEN_ARTVISPEV_S4-198MOFOVESPEV
https://library.municode.com/mi/farmington/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH4AMEN_ARTVISPEV_S4-193AP


The application shall specify the number of days the event is proposed to last, and the 

permit shall establish the number of days the event is permitted to last.  

(2) 

For purposes of this section, a "day" shall be a period of time from 9:00 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. 

of the day for which the permit is issued. 

(3) 

No event shall last more than three (3) consecutive days. 

(4) 

No event shall exceed twelve (12) consecutive hours. 

(e) 

Mobile food vending activities as a special event, or as part of a special event, shall be 

subject to the following additional requirements: 

(1) 

The customer service area for mobile food vehicles, trailers, or stands shall be on the side 

of the truck that faces a curb, lawn, or sidewalk if allowed on a street or right-of-way. No 

food service shall be provided on the driving land side of the vehicle, trailer, or stand when 

parked on a street or right-of-way. No food shall be prepared, sold, or displayed outside of 

mobile food vehicles, trailers, or stands when located on a city street or right-of-way. 

(2) 

No mobile food stand may be larger than ten (10) feet by ten (10) feet nor more than 

seventy-five (75) square feet in size. A five-foot clearance must be maintained on all sides 

of the stand within the maximum space allotted. 

(3) 

Customers shall be provided with single service articles such as plastic utensils and paper 

plates and a waste container for their disposal. All mobile food vehicle vendors shall offer a 

waste container for public use which the vendor shall empty at its own expense. All trash 

and garbage originating from the operation of mobile food vehicles, trailers, or stands shall 

be collected and disposed of off-site by the operators each day. Spills of food or food by-

products shall be cleaned up, and no dumping of gray water on the streets is allowed. 

(4) 



No mobile food vehicle, trailer, or stand shall make or cause to be made any unreasonable 

or excessive noise. The operation of all mobile food vehicles, trailers, or stands shall meet 

the city noise ordinance, including generators. No music, high-decibel sounds, horns, or 

amplified announcements are allowed. 

(5) 

Signage is only allowed when placed on mobile food vehicles, trailers, or stands. No 

separate freestanding signs are permitted on city streets, rights-of-way, or city-owned 

property except as expressly allowed in the permit. 

(6) 

No flashing or blinking lights, or strobe lights are allowed on mobile food vehicles, trailers, 

or stands or related signage when the vehicle, trailer, or stand is parked and engaged in 

serving customers. All exterior lights with over sixty (60) watts shall contain opaque hood 

shields to direct the illumination downward. 

(7) 

Mobile food vehicles, trailers, or stands when parked on public streets shall be parked in 

conformance with all applicable parking restrictions, and shall not hinder the lawful parking 

or operation of other vehicles. 

(8) 

A mobile food vehicle, trailer, or stand shall not be left unattended and unsecured at any 

time. Any mobile food vehicle, trailer, or stand found to be unattended shall be considered 

a public safety hazard and may be ticketed and impounded. 

(9) 

A vendor shall not operate on private property within first obtaining written consent to 

operate from the affected private property owner. The property owner or occupant shall be 

responsible for securing the special event permit. 

(10) 

No mobile food vehicle, trailer, or stand shall use external signage, bollards, seating or 

other equipment not contained within the vehicle when parked on city streets or right-of-

ways. When extended, awnings for mobile food vehicles, trailers, or stands shall have a 

minimum clearance of seven (7) feet between the ground level and the lowest point of the 

awning or support structure. 

(11) 



Any power required for the mobile food vehicle, trailer, or stand located on a public way 

shall be self-contained and a mobile food vehicle, trailer, or stand shall not use utilities 

drawn from the public right-of-way. Mobile food vehicles, trailers, or stands on private 

property may use electrical power from the property being occupied or an adjacent 

property, but only when the property owner provides written consent to do so. All power 

sources must be self-contained. No power cable or equipment shall be extended at or 

across any city street, alley sidewalk, or right-of-way. 

(12) 

Mobile food vehicles, trailers, or stands shall not be parked within one hundred fifty (150) 

feet of an existing brick and mortar restaurant during the hours when such restaurant is 

open to the public for business unless the applicant for the special event permit is also an 

existing brick and mortar business that serves food or alcohol. 

(13) 

No event shall extend beyond 10:00 p.m. unless authorized by the city manager. 

(Ord. No. C-782-2017, § I, 2-21-17) 
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