






 Special Study Session  Cit y Council  Meeting  
6:00 PM , MONDAY,  APRIL 15, 2013  

Conference Room A  
Farmington City Hall  

23600 Liberty St  
Farmington, MI  48335  

 

DRAFT  

 

SPECIAL STUDY SESSIO N MEETING MINUTES  
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A Special Study Session meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on April 15, 
2013, in Conference Room A, Farmington City Hall, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting 
was posted in compliance with Public Act 267-1976.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Mayor J.T. Buck. 

 

1.  ROLL CALL  
Attendee Name  Title  Status  Arrived  
J.T. Buck  Mayor  Present   
Greg Cowley  Councilmember  Present   
William Galvin  Mayor Pro Tem  Present   
Kristin Kuiken  Councilmember  Present   
JoAnne McShane  Councilmember  Present   

City Administration Present  

City Clerk Halberstadt  
City Manager Pastue  

2.  APPROVAL OF  AGENDA  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

3.  CLO SED SESSION  

A. Motion to enter closed session to review City Attorney confidential 
correspondence and discuss labor negotiations.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Gal vin, Kuiken, McShane  

Council entered closed session at 6:03 pm.  
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B. Motion to exit closed session.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

Council exited closed session at 6:33 pm.  

4.  PRESENT CITY MANAGER 'S RECOMMENDED FISCA L YEAR 2013 - 2014 
BUDGET  

A. Fiscal Year 2013 - 2014 Budget  

City Manager Pastue presented the proposed FY 2013 -14 budget to Council.  

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT  

No public comment was heard.  

6.  COUNCIL COMMENT  

McShane expressed concern that economic development and disposition of vacant school 
properties is not on the April 16th Joint Meeting agenda.  She stated residents are anxious 
to know what is happening with those properties.  
 
Discussion fo llowed regarding the need to pursue action on the vacant school properties.  
 
Buck expressed support for turning the properties over to the municipalities that have 
economic development resources.  He stated the taxpayers have already paid for these 
facilit ies and should not have to pay again.  
 
Discussion followed regarding the need to include more "Farmington" issues on future joint 
meeting agendas.  
 
Discussion followed regarding other topics that could have been placed on the agenda 
including: Corridor Imp rovement Authority and SWOCC.  

7.  ADJOURNMENT  

1 . Motion to adjourn the meeting.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

The meeting adjourned at 6: 52 pm.  
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Mayor J.T. Buck   

  
Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk    
 
 
Approval Date: ______________________  
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 Regular  City Council  Meeting  
7:00 PM , MONDAY,  APRIL 15, 2013  

City Council Chambers  
23600 Liberty Street  

Farmington, MI  48335  

 

DRAFT  

 

REGULAR  MEETING MINUTES  
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A Regular meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on April 15, 2013, in City 
Council Chambers, 23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting was posted 
in compliance with Public Act 267-1976.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM by Mayor J.T. Buck. 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER  
Attendee Name  Title  Status  Arrived  
J.T. Buck  Mayor  Present   
Greg Cowley  Councilmember  Present   
William Galvin  Mayor Pro Tem  Present   
Kristin Kuiken  Councilmember  Present   
JoAnne McShane  Councilmember  Present   

City Administration Present  

Superintendent Eudy  
Director Christiansen  
City Clerk Halberstadt  
City Manager Pastue  
Attorney Schultz  
Director Schulz  

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Dr. Paul LaCasse of Botsford Hospital.  

3.  PUBLIC C OMMENT  

Ken Chiara, 33630 Shiawassee, asked about the opportunity for receiving recycling reward 
points in the Farmington Community.  
 
Pastue responded there has been discussion regarding recycling incentive programs, 
however, no specific plans are currently  in place.   

4.  APPROVAL OF ITEMS ON  CONSENT AGENDA  
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RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

A.   Minutes of the  City Council -  Special Study Sessi on -  Mar 18, 2013 6:00 PM  

B.   Minutes of the  City Council -  Regular -  Mar 18, 2013 7:00 PM  

C.   Minutes of the  City Council -  Special Study Session -  Apr 1, 2013 7:00 PM  

D. Approve Farmington Monthly Payments Report, February 2013  

E. Approve Farmington Pu blic Safety Monthly Report, March 2013  

F. Special Event Request -  South Farmington Baseball League Parade  

G. Special Event Request -  Poppy Days  

H. Special Event Request -  Walk for Values  

I .  Consideration of Resolution Recognizing F/FH Education Foundation [SEE 
RESOLUTION NO. 04 - 13 - 013]  

5.  APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA  

Move to approve the agenda as amended:  add DPW Early Retirement Option as 
Item No. 8C and Consideration to Amend the Legal Description for Grove Street 
Special Assessment District as Item. No. 8 D.  

RESULT:  APPROVED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

6.  PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARINGS  

A. Memorial Day Parade -  Rocky Raczkowski, Parade Chairman  

Rock y Raczkowski, Memorial Day Parade Chairman, spoke about the upcoming Memorial 
Day Parade and requested Council approval of the event.  
 
Move to approve the use of Grand River on Monday, May 27, 2013 from 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for conducting the Memorial Da y parade; further, the City 
Council holds the State of Michigan Department of Transportation harmless 
from any liability that may result from the closing of Grand River and authorize 
the Public Safety Department to file for the permit with MDOT for the clo sing of 
Grand River Avenue.  
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RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

B. Botsford Hospital Community Health Needs Assessment -  Dr. Paul LaCasse and 
Margo Gorchow  

Dr. Paul LaCasse and Margo Gorchow, Vice President of Community Relations, were 
present to discuss the implementation of a Health Needs Assessment in the 
Farmington/Farmington Hills Community by Botsford Hospital.  Dr. LaCasse advised this 
pr ogram is the result of requirements under the Affordable Healthcare Act.  He stated a 
team and subsequent public survey will be put together in the near future.  
 
Margo Gorchow discussed the detail of the Health Needs Assessment program and 
health trends in  the community. She indicated the IRS has oversight of the program.  
 
Discussion followed regarding the need to ensure the homebound, minority population, 
etc. participate in the survey.  
 
Discussion continued regarding Medical Mainstreet and the opportunity  it presents to 
increase technology and research in the community.  
 
Gorchow advised the Health Needs Assessment Program would likely be implemented in 
2014.  

C. Special Event Request -  Swinginfusion, LLC  

Alexander Stewart, Manager for Swinginfusion, spoke a bout his special event request for 
weekly swing dancing at the Sundquist Pavilion that includes a waiver of the city noise 
ordinance.  He would like to extend the hours of this event to 11:30 pm beginning at the 
end of the school year in June and running t hrough the end of August.  The City's noise 
ordinance would require the event to end at 11 pm.  He noted a live band would be 
performing at the event on August 15th.  
 
Responding to a question from Kuiken, Schulz advised that in the past there has been 
no noise issue related to this event.  
 
Discussion followed regarding the time at which the Founders Festival events end.  Janet 
Bloom, DDA Event Coordinator, confirmed events end at 11pm.  
 
Schulz requested that the motion include that the event will receive o ngoing review by 
the Public Safety Department to ensure the noise level and ending time are working.  
 
Cowley expressed concern regarding the group size and security of the event.  
 
Schulz noted this is a great group of young people and there have been no p roblems 
related to the event in the past.  
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Move to approve a special event request from Swinginfusion, LLC, to host 
swing dancing at the Sundquist Pavilion from Thursday, May 2 through October 
31, 2013, 8:30 -  11:00pm; further the city waives the nois e ordinance to allow 
operation to extend until 11:30pm from the end of the school year in June 
through the end of August; to allow a live band performance on August 15th; 
and request ongoing review by the Public Safety Department.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMO US]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

D. Farmers Market  

Walt Gajewski, Market Manager, was present to discuss the temporary relocation of the 
Farmers Market in terms of parking, traffic flow, readiness and what to expect during the 
market season.  
 
Discussion followed regarding plans for wayfinding signs for the temporary market 
location.  

7.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

No unfinished business was heard.  

8.  NEW BUSINESS  

A. Farmingt on Public Safety Joining Oakland County Tactical Training Consortium 
(OakTac)  

Pastue reviewed a request from the Department of Public Safety to join the Oakland 
County Tactical Training Consortium (Oaktac).  He stated as a result of joining Oaktac 
the Publ ic Safety Department would have a vote on areas that training will be conducted 
and tactics employed.  
 
Kuiken asked regarding the benefits of joining Oaktac and how it will enhance training.  
 
Schulz responded that due to grant funds obtained by Oakland Co unty, benefits of 
Oaktac will include free access to equipment used to respond to civil disobedience, free 
training and consistent training among communities.  
 
Responding to a question from McShane, Schulz confirmed there is no cost to join 
Oaktac.  
 
Move t o authorize the City Manager and Mayor to sign the Binder Agreement 
with the Oakland County Tactical Training Consortium.  [SEE ATTACHED 
AGREEMENT].  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane, Buck.  
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RESULT:  APPROVED [UNAN IMOUS]  
MOVER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

B. Consideration to Amend Civic Theater General Manager Agreement  

Pastue discussed the proposed changes to the Civic Theater Gen eral Manager 
Agreement.  
 
Responding to a question from McShane, Pastue confirmed Freeman would stay with his 
current job, but may change to part - time.  He further confirmed the General Manager 
position is at least a 40 -hour -a-week job.  
 
McShane asked if th e proposed compensation package is competitive with other theater 
managers.  
 
Pastue responded it is difficult to compare given the uniqueness of the position and 
theater. He confirmed the contract would be for two years.  
 
McShane advised the Theater Genera l Manager position should be included in an overall 
evaluation of City staff positions.  She commented that Freeman has done a stellar job.  
 
Galvin stated that the Civic Theater operates like a private business.  He supports 
performance pay as long as the  theater is profitable, but a pay review should occur if it 
becomes unprofitable.  He also commented that Freeman does a great job.  
 
Pastue confirmed if the theater became unprofitable the city would have to adjust 
accordingly.  
 
Kuiken confirmed with Past ue that with the proposed compensation plan Freeman's total 
compensation would remain virtually unchanged this year to next. He recognized that if 
someone new filled the position, the compensation package would need to be adjusted.  
 
Responding to a questio n from Buck, Pastue confirmed the current theater ticket price is 
$4.00.  
 
Move to approve a resolution amending the compensation structure of the Civic 
Theater General Manger's service agreement.  [SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION NO. 04 -
13 -014].  
 
The votes were tak en in the following order: Galvin, Kuiken, McShane, Buck, Cowley.  
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RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

C. Approve of DPW Early Retirement Optio n  

Pastue advised that as part of the Department of Public Works reorganization from last 
October, one of the changes allowed for an early retirement option under specific 
eligibility requirements.  
 
Move to approve a resolution authorizing an early retireme nt option for the 
Department of Public Works for the period April 1, 2013 through April 30, 2013.  
[SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION N0. 04 -13 -015].  
 
 
The votes were taken in the following order: McShane, Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MO VER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

D. Consideration to Amend Legal Description for Grove Street Special Assessment 
district  

Pastue advised that after the Special Assessment Ro ll for the Grove Street Project was 
approved it was noted the legal description associated with the Roll was encompassing 
the entire parcel. He stated the request before Council is to amend the legal description 
of the Special Assessment Roll removing the portion of the parcel that will be sold to the 
City.  
 
Move to amend the parcel legal description, PT. 23 - 27 - 156 - 005, associated 
with the Special Assessment Roll 2012 - 89, The Grove Street Improvement 
Project, as presented.  [SEE ATTACHED PARCEL DESCRIPTION].   

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

9.  DEPARTMENT HEAD COMM ENTS  

 Corridor Improvement Authority Update -  Kevin Christiansen  

Kevin Christians en provided an update on the activities of the Grand River Corridor 
Improvement Authority.  He spoke about the eight development principles that will 
guide the CIA in planning and developing the corridor. He stated the goal is to finish the 
project phase, which includes establishment of the vision and regulatory process, by 
June 1st.  He advised the next steps would be to develope a plan for the corridor and a 
TIF plan.  
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Pastue commented that the Winery will be part of the Mooney Street redevelopment.  
 
Buck  stated the CIA Board which is relatively new has generated some outstanding 
ideas.  
 
McShane noted she recently attended an economic development meeting in Lansing that 
included a presentation on an older building in Grand Rapids that was similar to the 
Winery.  She stated the building was repurposed with the help of Brownfield 
Redevelopment tax dollars and Federal tax credits.  She noted the Winery could be 
redeveloped in the same way.   She asked if there has been any thought given to 
designating an area  of the City and giving it an identity such as East Town.  
 
Christiansen spoke about the importance of branding and place making in the 
community.  He pointed out the focus areas of the Grand River Corridor.  
 
Kuiken asked about the opportunities that will  engage the river corridor?  
 
Christiansen responded the river corridor is a hidden gem that has not been inventoried 
or explored well enough in order to understand the existing conditions. He stated the 
river corridor could be its own focus area.  
 
Galvin a sked if it is a fair assessment that we are trying to expand the downtown.  
 
Christiansen responded that expansion of the downtown has not been a part of any of 
their discussions.  He stated the Grand River Corridor needs a breath of fresh.  The 
development  in that area is dated and fragmented with limited occupancy. He stated the 
intent is not to expand the downtown, but to create a uniqueness for the corridor.  
 
 
Other Department Head Comments  
 
Halberstadt spoke about the success of the reopening of the Man sion on April 7th and 
invited the public to attend the upcoming Fashion Show on May 1st.  
 
Eudy stated his department is busy doing restoration work and is in the process of hiring 
temporary summer staff.  
 
Schulz reminded everyone that April is the Nationa l Safe Digging Month.  He advised 
that state law requires anyone digging in their yards to contact Miss Dig or call 811 in 
order to have utilities marked.  
 
Christiansen advised redevelopment is moving forward in the city with the "kick -off" of 
the Grove S treet Project and the start of the Los Tres Amigos renovations.  He stated 
there is considerable interest in the downtown and he is receiving calls on a daily basis 
about redevelopment opportunities. He noted the Bright Side Dental location was 
recently ap proved by the Planning Commission.  
 
Christiansen spoke about changes in the Farmington Crossroads Center that will include 
the addition of Ollies Bargain Outlet, True Value Hardware and outdoor seating at 
Peterlins Restaurant.  

10.  COUNCIL COMMENT  
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Cowley a sked about the status of the Drakeshire Center.  
 
Christiansen responded facade improvements have begun once again. He stated there have 
been ongoing discussions with prospective tenants as well as the owners in how they can 
market their center.  He stated  the Grand River Halsted Center is moving forward with 
redevelopment interest.  He also stated there is interest and ongoing discussions regarding 
the courthouse.  
 
McShane stated her recent attendance at the MML Conference included a session on 
Economic De velopment 101. She discussed some of the points emphasized in the class on 
stimulating growth in a community that included establishing a vision which she was thrilled 
Farmington is already doing.  Other strategies included: ways to attract baby boomers an d 
millenials, create cultural economic development and have a spectacular website.  She 
noted two college presidents sit on the Adrian DDA Board which has proven to be very 
meaningful. She stated they recommended converting two -way streets into one -way 
str eets.  
 
McShane spoke about the upcoming joint meeting with Farmington Hills City Council and the 
Farmington School Board which she will be unable to attend.  She expressed her hope that 
2 issues would be addressed at the meeting.  The first issue is why it  is necessary to spend 
$65,000 taxpayer dollars on a special election, held in August when many people are on 
vacation, for a one issue ballot. She pointed out there would be no cost to the schools if the 
issue is placed on the November ballot.  
 
McShane st ated the other concern is how Farmington Public Schools is addressing unused 
school properties of which three are in Farmington.  She stated it is time to put these 
properties on the market where they can be sold, developed and generate tax dollars.  She 
stated by not doing this they are stifling economic development.  
 
McShane asked Director Schulz about a new feature that adds texting to 911.  
 
Schulz responded texting 911 will be a reality probably within a year.  He advised current 
equipment is now being  evaluated to determine if texting can be accommodated.  He stated 
texting is being used more and more by the hearing community.  He noted an additional 
goal is for dispatch to accept video and photos from people.  
 
McShane asked about a recent incident th at occurred at a Zap Zone event that drew 500 
people.  She expressed concern regarding this size event at that location. She stated this 
size event would make families and small children nervous who want to go there.  
 
Schulz responded this was a lock - in e vent which Zap Zone has held for many years.  He 
stated this was the first time there has been an incident related to this event.  He noted the 
officers did an excellent job of showing patience and maintaining calm in responding to the 
incident.  
 
Kuiken c ommented the new look of the remodeled T.J. Maxx looks great.  She is happy to 
see private investment from the business community.  
 
Galvin mentioned the Caddell Drain in his subdivision looks like it is falling apart.  
 
Pastue responded a couple of years ago the Water Resource Commission was looking at 
bank stabilization.  He thought they were going to proceed with some improvements, but 
for whatever reason have held back.  He stated a significant amount of work in that area 
will probably be done in the ne xt couple of years.  
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Christiansen introduced two new reporters: Aileen Wingblad from the Farmington Observer 
and Chris Jackett from C&G Newspapers.  

11.  ADJOURNMENT  

1 . Motion to adjourn the meeting.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Counc ilmember  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

The meeting adjourned at 9:16 pm.  

  
Mayor J.T. Buck   

  
Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk    
 
 
Approval Date: ______________________  
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 JOINT/FARMINGTON/FARMINGTON HILLS/BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING  
6:40 PM , TUESDAY,  APRIL 16, 2013  
Huron River Hunting & Fishing Club  

22575 Farmington Rd  
Farmington, MI  48336  

    

DRAFT  

 

JOINT MEETING OF THE  FARMINGTON AND FARMI NGTON HILLS CITY COU NCILS AND 
THE FARMINGTON BOARD  OF EDUCATION  MINUTES  

 

City of Farmington  Page 1 Updated 5/10/2013 11:36 AM   

A joint meeting of the Farmington Public Schools Board of Education and the 
Farmington and Farmington Hills City Councils was held on Tuesday, April 16, at the 
Huron River Hunting & Fishing Club, 22575 Farmington Road, Farmington, MI.  The 
meeting was host ed by the Farmington City Council.  
The meeting was called to order at 6:40 PM by Mayor J.T. (Tom) Buck.  
 
City of Farmington Council Members:  Mayor Tom Buck, Mayor Pro Tem Bill 
Galvin, Greg Cowley and Kristin Kuiken  
ABSENT:  JoAnne McShane  
 
City of Farming ton Representatives:   City Manager Vince Pastue, Executive 
Assistant Cheryl Poole, City Clerk Sue Halberstadt  
 
Farmington Hills City Council Members:   Mayor Barry Brickner, Randy Bruce, 
Mayor Pro -Tem Richard Lerner, Ken Massey and Cheryl Oliverio  
ABSENT:  Nancy Bates, Michael Bridges  
 
Farmington Hills City Representatives:   City Manager Steve Brock, City Clerk 
Pam Smith, Assistant City Manager Dave Boyer  
 
Public Schools Board of Education Members:   President Sheilah Clay, Karen 
Bolsen, Priscilla Brouillette , and Frank Reid  
ABSENT:  George Gurrola, Murray Kahn  
 
Farmington Public Schools Representatives:   Sue Zurvalec, Superintendent; 
Diane Bauman, Director of School and Community Relations Services; Catherine 
Cost, Assistant Superintendent; Michele Harmala, A ssistant Superintendent; John 
Manier, Executive Director of Instructional Services; Mary Reynolds, Executive 
Director, Business; John Riebe, Director of Facilities Management; and David 
Ruhland, Assistant Superintendent  

 WELCOME AND INTRODUC TIONS  

 Welcome and Introductions  

Mayor Buck welcomed everyone to the meeting and requested introductions from 
participants.  

 FACILITIES FORWARD O VERVIEW  
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 Financial Proposal  

John Riebe, Director of Facilities Management, gave a presentation on the 
recommendations of the F acilities Forward Steering Committee (FFSC) on the proposed 
upgrade and enhancement of the Schools' instructional and support facilities.  
 
Mr. Riebe discussed the process by which the FFSC developed their proposal.  
 
Mr. Riebe further presented the recommen dation of the Capital Finance Planning Task 
Team (CFPTT) that was to move forward with implementation of the FFSC 
recommendation by asking voters to approve a bond proposal for $222 million.   
 
Mr. Riebe discussed the financial options available in funding  the renovations including a 
bond issue and sinking fund.  The bond issue was found to be the most viable option 
structured for 25 -years and sold in 3 series.  He stated the average cost to homeowners 
would be between $8 -10 per month.  
 
Mr. Riebe indicated the recommendation is to place the bond proposal on the August 
ballot.  He stated the reasons for choosing an August election included: construction 
could begin the following summer; yearly costs of repairs and capital improvements are 
becoming unmanageabl e; and interest rates are low.  
 
Mayor Brickner noted Congress is considering the elimination of tax free municipal 
bonds.  
 
Mr. Riebe responded the committee and current legal counsel has not brought this up as 
a concern.  
 
City Manager Brock asked regarding  LEED certified construction incorporating 
sustainable energy in the proposal.  
 
Mr. Riebe responded any new construction would be energy efficient.  He stated it would 
be difficult to achieve LEED certification because the proposal is for reconstruction ra ther 
than new buildings.  
 
Councilmember Galvin asked regarding the status of vacant school properties and 
bringing them back into the tax roll.  
 
Mr. Ruhland responded they are not acting on this property until the needs of the 
schools are determined.  He s tated based on the FFSC recommendation, they now know 
what properties will not be utilized. He stated he will be bringing his recommendation to 
the Board of Education to market that property.  He noted they are leaning towards 
demolishing the Maxfield Trai ning Center building .  He stated the value is in the land, not 
the building.  He spoke about other school properties that need to be updated or moved.  
 
City Manager Brock felt that the estimated cost to the taxpayers seemed too low for the 
majority of taxp ayers and suggested another review of those estimates.  
 
Councilmember Kuiken expressed concern that the increasing millage rate would make 
the community less attractive to young families given the current millage rate is already 
higher than some of the sur rounding communities.  
 
Mr. Riebe responded to retain and attract more students the recommended upgrades are 
necessary to compete with surrounding communities.  
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Mr. Reid discussed other achievements of the task force including: maintenance of 
school properties and availability of athletic fields that include a dog park.  He stated 
they determined no further savings could be realized on energy/diesel fuel bulk 
purchase.  
 
Mr. Reid noted IT resource sharing between Farmington and Farmington Hills is moving 
forward.  
 
Mr. Reid shared that the task force needs more input regarding what other joint 
ventures can be pursued that would provide economic benefits to the community.  He 
requested ideas be forwarded to Cheryl Poole at the City of Farmington.  
 
Discussion followed regarding bulk purchases including those through the Michigan 
Intergovernmental Network (MITN).  
 
Councilmember Galvin spoke about the importance of repurposing properties that would 
increase the tax base.  He noted every year the school properties sit costs the City 
revenue.  

 OTHER ISSUES OF INTE REST  

CPR Tra ining Update  
 
Diane Bauman, Director of School and Community Relations Services, stated the schools 
partnered with the cities of Farmington and Farmington Hills to once again hold CPR training 
for senior high students. She noted last year 150 students were  trained in CPR and 
approximately the same number will be trained this year.   
 
Michele Harmala, Assistant Superintendent, advised they met with the 7th and 9th grade 
health teachers to discuss incorporating CPR training into the curriculum.  She stated th e 
teachers did not see how they could add the training given other state mandated curriculum 
requirements.  
 
Dr. Massey asked how we can be more creative in reaching more students for CPR training.  
He pointed to a recent report from the Heart Association t hat indicated the Detroit area has 
a .6% out of hospital save rate whereas Seattle has a 21% save rate.  He noted the 
difference is teaching CPR in the schools.  
 
Dr. Massey stated the schools should be able to find two hours in the curriculum for CPR 
train ing.  He noted both cities and Botsford Hospital have expressed support for this issue.  
 
Ms. Harmala stated the teachers understand the importance of this issue, but cannot 
incorporate given the curriculum requirements at this time.  
 
Dr. Massey expressed t he importance for the schools to take a leadership role on this issue.  
 
F2H Fit Challenge  
 
Richard Lerner, Farmington Hills Mayor Pro -Tem, provided an update on the success of F2H 
Fit Challenge.  He reviewed the features of the Fit website and the promotio n efforts being 
made in the community.  He encouraged the public to join a group.  
 
Suicide Prevention Task Force  
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Dr. Massey advised the Farmington Area Suicide Task Force was formed as a result of the 
efforts of himself, Nancy Bates and Dr. Randy Bruce to  address the issue of suicide threats 
and attempts.   
 
Dr. Massey stated the mission of the task force is to get information into the hands of 
citizens so they understand the signs of mental illness and depression.  He stated their 
motto is "let's talk abo ut it."  
 
Dr. Massey noted the approach of the task force is to produce literature that can be 
distributed as a basis for discussion at resource tables during community conversations.  
 
Dr. Massey discussed the community conversation approach where meetings are held every 
3-4 months.  He identified some of the topics addressed at these meetings.  
 
Dr. Massey spoke about efforts in the surrounding communities to address this issue.  He 
identified successes as a result of this program.   
 
Dr. Massey stated the p rogram is completely funded through a memorial fund established 
by he and his wife, Katherine, after their son died.  He noted fundraising efforts in the 
community that will provide additional opportunities to bring in subject material experts.  
 
Dog Park U pdate  
 
City Manager Brock thanked Farmington Public Schools for use of the William Grace 
Elementary property for a city dog park.  He noted several hundred families have signed up 
to use the park which has been in operation for about a year.  He spoke abou t how the park 
is structured and the training requirements of dog owners.  

 PUBLIC COMMENT  

No public comment was heard.  

 ADJOURNMENT  

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM.  

  
Mayor J.T. Buck   

  
Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk    
 
 
Approval Date: _________________ _____  
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 Budget  City Council  Meeting  
7:00 PM , MONDAY,  APRIL 29, 2013  

City Council Chambers  
23600 Liberty Street  

Farmington, MI  48335  

 

DRAFT  

 

BUDGET  MEETING MINUTES  
 

City of Farmington  Page 1   

A Budget meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on April 29, 2013, in City Council 
Chambers, 23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting was posted in 
compliance with Public Act 267-1976.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor J.T. Buck. 

 

I.  CALL TO ORDER  

 
Attendee Name  Title  Status  Arrived  
J.T. Buck  Mayor  Present   
Greg Cowley  Councilmember  Present   
William Galvin  Mayor Pro Tem  Present   
Kristin Kuiken  Councilmember  Present   
JoAnne McShane  Councilmember  Absent   

City  Administration Present  

City Clerk Halberstadt  
City Manager Pastue  
Treasurer Weber  

II.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

1.  Motion to approve the agenda as presented.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, Kristin Kuiken  
ABSENT:  JoAnne McShane  

III.  CLOSED SESSION -  LABOR NEGOTIATIONS  

1.  Motion to enter closed session to discussion labor negotiations.  
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RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Te m  
SECONDER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, Kristin Kuiken  
ABSENT:  JoAnne McShane  

The votes were taken in the following order: Cowley , Galvin, Kuiken, McShane, 
Buck.   

 
Council entered closed session at 7:02 pm.  

2.  Motion to exit closed session.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, Kristin Kuiken  
ABSENT:  JoAnne McShane  

Council exited closed session at 7:1 8 pm.  

IV.  PUBLIC COMMENT  

     No public comment was heard.  

V.  BUSINESS ITEMS  

1.  Consideration to Ratify One - Year Agreement with Farmington TPOAM 
Bargaining Unit -  Public Works Employees  

     Pastue reviewed proposed one -year agreement with Public Works emp loyees.  

Motion to ratify a one - year agreement with Farmington TPOAM 
bargaining unit (Public Works Employees) for period July 1, 2013 thru 
June 30, 2014 . [SEE ATTACHED AGREEMENT].  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, Kuiken, McShane, Buck, 
Cowley.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, Kristin Kuiken  
ABSENT:  JoAnne McShane  

2.  Consideration to Amend MERS Early Retirement Resolution  with the 
Farmington TPOAM  
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Minutes  Farmington City Council  April 29, 2013  
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Pastue advised an amendment to the previous early retirement resolution was 
needed in order to change the window period from 30 to 60 days as required by 
MERS. 

 
Motion to adopt a resolution that amends MERS early retirement 
Reso lution No. 04 - 13 - 015, changing the window period for an early 
retirement option to March 1, 2013 through April 30, 2013 .  [SEE 
ATTACHED RESOLUTION].  
 
The votes were taken in the following order: Kuiken, McShane, Buck, Cowley, 
Galvin.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANI MOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, Kristin Kuiken  
ABSENT:  JoAnne McShane  

3.  Consideration to Approve Drakeshire Center Improvements Change 
Order#3  

    Pastue advi sed this change order is to reframe the soffits for each of the three 
buildings of the drakeshire Center so they are level.  

Motion to approve change order #3 for the Drakeshire Center 
improvements and issue payment to Richard Hyman Builders in the 
amount o f $4,939.00 .  
 

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, Kristin Kuiken  
ABSENT:  JoAnne McShane  

VI.  REVIEW OF PROPOSED F ISCAL YEAR 2013 - 14 BUDGET  

Pastue provided an overview of the proposed FY 2013 -14 city budget.  He discussed 
the positive trends in major revenues including  an  increase in residential value s.  
He stated the challenges the city faces include:  retiree healthcare  costs , changes 
resulti ng from the Affordable Healthcare Act, changes in personal property tax, and 
long term funding of capital improvements.  
 
Pastue stated the budget is built on five objectives: 1) balance operating budgets, 
2) maintain high level of service, 3) maintain exis ting millage rate, 4) continue 
investment in infrastructure, and 5) maintain a AA bond rating.  
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General Fund  
 
Pastue advised the proposed budget is balanced in the General Fund at $7,842,198 
with operating millage remaining at 14.000.  He review ed the pri mary revenue 
sources for the Fund.  
 
Galvin pointed out that with the last millage increase there was discussion 
regarding a sunset option where it would automatically come off.  He stated at that 
time Council decided not to include this option, but recomme nded a review of the 
millage in 2013.   
 
Pastue responded that discussion could take place later in the presentation when 
the millage rate is addressed.  
 
In a discussion of growth in taxable value, Buck pointed out a program that 
provided incentives to hom eowners to make changes to their residences could have 
a significant impact on the tax base.  
 
Discussion followed regarding ordinance to encourage residential/commercial 
improvements, especially where a second story is added . 
 
Responding to a question from  Kuiken, Pastue advised the owners are the problem 
in redevelopment of apartment complexes.  
 
Discussion followed regarding the potential for developing industrial properties.  
 
Pastue discussed the growth in taxable value and operating millage.  He noted th e 
city is operating with 25% less revenue than just a few years ago.  
 
Pastue discussed proposed increases in the fee schedule including:  building 
inspection fees, cemetery burial charges, and establishment of a Public Safety 
towing charge.  He spoke about  the increase in the MMRMA distribution and the end 
of the COPS grant.  
 
Galvin questioned how we know we are getting our bang for the buck in sharing 
parks and recreation cost s with Farmington Hills.  
 
Pastue discussed the formula for calculating  the  City' s share of the cost for Parks 
and Recreation. He stated Farmington Hills provides a very good recreation 
program and benchmarks well with comparable programs in the surrounding 
communities.  
 
Discussion followed regarding the benefits of the parks and recr eation program and 
the challenge s the city would face going it alone.  
 
Pastue reviewed the General Fund expenditures and proposed changes including :  a 
wage increase of 2%, capital outlay, capital projects, implementation of DPW 
equipment replacement fund.  He discussed the impact of Dispatch consolidation, 
addition of Economic Development and DDA changes.  
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Council congratulated City Manager Pastue, Treasurer Weber and staff for their 
work on the budget.  

VII.    COUNCIL COMMENT  

No Council comments were heard.  

VIII.   ADJOURNMENT  

1.  Motion  to adjourn the meeting.  

 

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  J.T. Buck, Greg Cowley, William Galvin, Kristin Kuiken  
ABSENT:  JoAnne McShane  

The meeting adjourned at 10:10 pm.  

  
Mayor J.T. Buck   

  
Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk    
 
 
Approval Date: ______________________  

4.D

Packet Pg. 27

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
A

p
r 

29
, 2

01
3 

7:
00

 P
M

  (
A

P
P

R
O

V
A

L
 O

F
 IT

E
M

S
 O

N
 C

O
N

S
E

N
T

 A
G

E
N

D
A

)



 Special Study Session  City Council  Meeting  
6:00 PM , MONDAY,  MAY 6, 2013  

Conference Room A  
Farmington City Hall  

23600 Liberty St  
Farmington, MI  48335  

 

DRAFT  

 

SPECIAL STUDY SESSIO N MEETING MINUTES  
 

City of Farmington  Page 1   

A Special Study Session meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on May 6, 2013, 
in Conference Room A, Farmington City Hall, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting was 
posted in compliance with Public Act 267-1976.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Mayor J.T. Buck. 

 

1.  ROLL CALL  
Attendee Name  Title  Status  Arrived  
J.T. Buck  Mayor  Present   
Greg Cowley  Councilmember  Present   
William Galvin  Mayor Pro Tem  Present   
Kristin Kuiken  Councilmember  Present   
JoAnne McShane  Councilmember  Present   

City Administration Present  

Director Christiansen  
City Clerk Halberstadt  
Treasurer Weber  
Director Knowles  
Attorney Schultz (left 6:55 pm)  
Director Schulz (left at 6:10 pm)  

2.  APPROVAL OF  AGENDA  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilme mber  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

3.  BUSINESS ITEMS  

A. Consideration to Approve Class C Liquor License with Additional SDM, Outdoor 
Service and Sunday Sales Permits for Kim's Korea House Located at 327 58 
Grand River, Farmington, MI 48336  

Motion to approve the transfer of Class C Liquor License for Kim's Korea House 
located at 32758 Grand River, Farmington, MI  48336.  
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RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  William Gal vin, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

4.  CLOSED SESSION  

A. Review of On - Going Litigation  

B. Land Acquisition  

C. Labor Negotiations  

 Motion to enter closed session to review on - going litigation, land acquisition 
and labor negotiatio ns.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

Council entered closed session at 6:10 p.m.  

 Motion to exit closed session.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOU S]  
MOVER:  Greg Cowley, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

Council exited closed session at 8:00 p.m.  

5.  REVIEW OF PROPOSED F ISCAL YEAR 2013 - 14 BUDGET  

A. Review of Proposed Fiscal Year 2013 - 14 B udget  

Weber discussed two amendments to the proposed 2013 -14 budget.  The first was to 
increase the Parking Budget in the General Fund by $13,000 to reflect the cost of repairs 
and resurfacing for  Page's municipal lot.  The second item is to increase the budget for 
meter replacements in the Water and Sewer Fund by $16,000.  He stated the Public 
Works Department has tested some meters at the large multi - family apartment 
complexes in the city and found they were not recording low flows.  As a result, the cit y 
needs to change to a compound meter which will more accurately record their usage 
which will increase revenues.  

B. Downtown Development Authority  

DDA Executive Directors Knowles reviewed the proposed FY2013 -14 DDA Budget.  She 
discussed core themes and r elated goals.  
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Kuiken pointed out the real estate market is hot right now with a low inventory of 
homes .  She stated it is prudent to wait to see if better offers on the property are 
received, but a deadline needs to be established.  
 
McShane noted the possibility of a planned staged development where portions of the 
land are developed in staged periods  of time.   
 
Cowley pointed out this is a revenue opportunity for both city and schools.  
 
Christiansen advised Council to keep in mind the big picture understanding that the city 
has several redevelopment opportunities.  He stated the city wants to make su re it is 
moving in the right direction before making a decision.  

7.  DISCUSSION -  FLANDERS SCHOOL SITE  AND MAXFIELD TRAININ G CENTER  

1 . 1248 : Discussion -  Flanders School Site and Maxfield Training Center  

Christiansen discussed a recent meeting with school officials regarding the Flanders and 
Maxfield Training Center (MTC) properties.  He stated a proposal to the Farmington 
Public Schools has been prepared outlining a collaborative process in which the city 
would be willing to assist them with the sale of th ese properties.   
 
Christiansen advised the City of Farmington Hills should also be part of this collaborative 
process for two reasons: 1) their River Walk residential development is adjacent to the 
Flanders property, and 2) redevelopment of the Flanders s ite would decommission two 
baseball fields used by their Parks and Recreation Department.  
 
Christiansen advised the schools are ready to demolish the Maxfield Training Center 
building.  He stated the parties have agreed to give the city 120 days to determi ne 
whether the building should remain or be demolished.  
 
Christiansen distributed a draft of the proposed letter to the schools and reviewed its 
contents relative to the Flanders and MTC properties.  
 
Buck stated the conversation at the recent meeting with the schools was highly 
constructive.  At that meeting he strongly recommended the city with its strong 
economic development resources take the lead on the development of both the MTC and 
Flanders properties .  
 
Discussion followed regarding the economic inc entives to the school for marketing the 
properties.  
 
McShane suggested setting a deadline for a response to letter from the schools . 
 
McShane stated if cooperation or desire is not there to collaborate, she would encourage 
the schools to put For Sale signs  on their properties immediately . 
 
Christiansen stated that the process going forward with the schools includes an initial 
proposal from the city followed by the creation of an ad -hoc committee to develop 
recommendations .  
 
Christiansen advised that  Farmi ngton Public Schools would like to be relieved of the 
holding costs associated with maintaining the MTC property.  He pointed out funds have 
been appropriated for the demolition of the building.  As indicated earlier, the city is 
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asking the schools to dela y taking any action for 120 days.  
 
Discussion followed regarding the merits of keeping the MTC building for opportunities 
such as educational use.  Buck noted in the past Oakland County had looked at the site 
for a vocational institute.  He believes reside ntial is the best use of that facility.  
 
Galvin pointed out the market is always right.  He stated the job at hand is to get the 
properties redeployed at the best and highest market price. He noted all parties involved 
need to win somehow in development of  these properties. He stated the courthouse 
property is most important because it shows the schools how we will lead in economic 
development.  He further stated the MTC property is our master stroke that could lead 
to a new center of downtown.  He noted we  need to go slow and hit a home run.  He 
recommended going full steam ahead with the Flanders property.  
  
Cowley stated voters need to understand the significant opportunity all 3 properties 
present for creating new revenue.  He expressed support for the c ity marketing the 
properties.   

8.  PUBLIC COMMENT  

No public comment was heard.  

9.  COUNCIL COMMENT  

Cowley recognized the great things going on in Farmington, but pointed out the need for 
parking is going nowhere.  He emphasized the need to establish a parki ng authority.  
 
McShane requested feedback from Director Knowles regarding the evaluation from Bob 
Donohue of Oakland County Main Street regarding downtown events.  
 
Knowles stated the evaluation was in the form of a spreadsheet. She stated there were no 
conclusions drawn.  She noted the feedback was that the DDA events were focused more on 
community rather than business.  
 
McShane cited the recent success of Ladies Night Out in the downtown.  She suggested 
adding more of these events.  
 
McShane noted this pa st weekend a business in the city held a mammoth garage sale on 
their front lawn.  She requested the city look into this ordinance violation.  
 
Kuiken noted how much she and her family the enjoyed the South Farmington Baseball 
parade over the past weekend.  
 
Buck requested the property sales be placed back on the May 20 Council meeting agenda.  

10.  ADJOURNMENT  

 Motion to adjourn the meeting.  
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RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  JoAnne McShane, Councilmember  
SECONDER:  Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember  
AYES:  Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane  

The meeting adjourned at 10:05 pm.  

  
Mayor J.T. Buck   

  
Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk    
 
 
Approval Date: ______________________  
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Attachment: AP Monthly Payments Report March 2013  (1249 : Approve Farmington Monthly Payment Report, March 2013)
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Attachment: Farmington Financial Report 03-31-13  (1251 : Approve Farmington Financial Report Quarter Ended March 31, 2013)
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Attachment: 47th District Court Report 03-31-13  (1253 : Approve 47Th District Court Financial Report Quarter Ended March 31, 2013)
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Attachment: 47th District Court Report 03-31-13  (1253 : Approve 47Th District Court Financial Report Quarter Ended March 31, 2013)
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4.
K

.a

P
ac

ke
t 

P
g

. 6
2

Attachment: Building Department Report  (1254 : Approve Farmington Building Department Third Quarter



4.
K

.a

P
ac

ke
t 

P
g

. 6
3

Attachment: Building Department Report  (1254 : Approve Farmington Building Department Third Quarter



4.
K

.a

P
ac

ke
t 

P
g

. 6
4

Attachment: Building Department Report  (1254 : Approve Farmington Building Department Third Quarter
























































































































