
 Special Study Session City Council Meeting 
7:00 PM, MONDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2012 

Conference Room A 
Farmington City Hall 

23600 Liberty St 
Farmington, MI  48335 

 

 

SPECIAL STUDY SESSION MEETING AGENDA 
 

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 10/2/2012 1:21 PM  

1. ROLL CALL 

 Roll Call 

2. APPROVAL OF  AGENDA 

3. DRAKESHIRE SHOPPING CENTER REQUESTED ACTIONS 

1. Drakeshire Shopping Center Requested Actions 

4. FARMINGTON ROAD STREETSCAPE GRANT AUTHORIZATION 

1. Farmington Road Streetscape Grant Authorization 

5. WARNER STREET IMPROVEMENTS - GRAND RIVER TO THOMAS 

1. Warner Street Improvements - Grand River to Thomas 

6. PROPOSED ECONOMIC/COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT REORGANIZATION 

1. Proposed Economic/Community Development Reorganization 

7. BUSINESS ITEMS 

8. OTHER BUSINESS 

9. PUBLIC COMMENT 

10. COUNCIL COMMENT 

11. ADJOURNMENT 
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  

October 1, 2012 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 1057) 

 
 
Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, Chairperson 
 
Description:  Drakeshire Shopping Center Requested Actions 
 
 
Requested Action:   
a. Consideration to Approve Consent Agreement 
b. Consideration to Adopt Reimbursement Resolution 
c. Consideration to Approve Agreement with STA Architects 
d. Consideration to Approve Agreement with Richard M. Hyman Builders Inc. 

 
 
Background:   

City Administration is recommending four separate actions pertaining to the 
improvements at the Drakeshire Shopping Center, establishing the special assessment 
district, and bond financing.  Contained below is an explanation for each of the actions 
along with future actions that will be required by the City Council. 
 

1. Consideration to Approve Special Assessment Agreement - The attached 

agreement was prepared by City Attorney Thomas R. Schultz.  The essence of the 
agreement is that the property owners, DIC Properties LLC (1) acknowledges a violation 
of the City’s property maintenance requirements; (2) consents to the City making the 
agreed upon improvements, which have also been reviewed and approved by the 
Planning Commission, to abate the property maintenance violation; and (3) consents to 
a voluntary special assessment over a six year period to pay for these improvements.  
The amount of the special assessment will be set at $400,000.  The agreement also 
protects the City’s interest by placing a lien on the property. 
 

Requested Action: Move to approve special assessment agreement 
with DIC Properties LLC to acknowledge a violation of the City’s 
property maintenance code, to consent to the City making 
improvements to abate the violation, and to consent to a special 
assessment to pay for the improvements, subject to the following: 
 

(1) final form of the agreement to be approved by the City 
Manager and City Attorney 

 

(2) adoption of reimbursement resolution 
 

(3) signature by City and STA architects of agreement for 
professional services 

 

(4) signature by City and Richard M. Hyman Builders, Inc. of 
construction agreement  
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Resolution (ID # 1057)  Meeting of October 1, 2012 

Updated: 10/1/2012 3:58 PM by Cheryl Poole  Page 2 

2. Consideration to Adopt Reimbursement Resolution - The attached resolution 
was prepared by the City’s bond counsel Miller Canfied Paddock and Stone.  Since the 
bond authorizing resolution will be presented at the October 15 meeting, and in order to 
start the construction project to have it completed before the end of the construction 
season, this is a necessary precaution. 
 

Requested Action: Move to approve reimbursement resolution for 
the Drakeshire Special Assessment District. 

 
 

3. Consideration to Approve Professional Services Agreement with STA 
Architects - The City will be retaining STA Architects to perform the construction 

management services.  It is important to remember that the City is actually involved with 
abating the nuisance.  The architect has worked with DIC Properties to this point in the 
project.  They will be reviewing the work performed by the general contractor.  STA 
Architects is a reputable architectural firm that has been in business for decades.  
Attached is a short-form copy of the agreement.  The cost for this phase of the service 
is $6,000 plus $400 in anticipated reimbursable expenses.     
 

Requested Action: Move to approve agreement with STA Architects 
to perform construction management services for improvements to 
the Drakeshire Shopping Center in the amount of $6,000 plus an 
anticipated $400 in reimbursable expenses, subject to: 
 

(1) final form of the agreement to be approved by the City 
Manager and City Attorney 

 

(2) signature of special assessment agreement with DIC 
Properties, L.L.C. 

 

(3) signature of construction agreement with Richard M. Hyman 
Builders, Inc. 

 

4. Consideration to Approve Construction Agreement - DIC Properties, in 

conjunction with STA Architects, solicited proposals to perform the work approved by 
the Planning Commission.  The initial proposals exceeded their planned budget and 
changed the scope of work slightly.    The low bid was submitted by Richard M. Hyman 
Builders Inc. in the amount of $335,600.  The general contractor has been in business 
since the late 1970s and has done a number of construction projects many of which are 
much larger and more complicated than this.   City Administration is comfortable with 
their qualifications.  City Attorney Thomas R. Schultz is working with a standard AIA 
contract and incorporating exceptions to protect the City’s interest.  The standard 
contract form is attached, but the “General Conditions” to the contract (58 pages) are 
not attached but will be available for review at the Council meeting. 
 

Requested Action: Move to approve agreement with Richard M. 
Hyman Builders in the amount of $335,600 for improvements to the 
Drakeshire Shopping Center subject to: (1) the City Manager being 
authorized to sign the agreement upon final review and approval by 
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the City Attorney; (2) signature of the special assessment agreement 
with DIC Properties, L.L.C.   

 
 

Other Considerations 

 

1. At the October 15 regular meeting, City Council will be requested to adopt a 
Bond Authorizing Resolution which will include a bank commitment letter.    This 
will specify the details for issuing special assessments bonds which will include 
the $400,000 amount, the interest rate for the bonds, and the term.  It will also 
include other regulatory requirements that pertaining to filing with the Michigan 
Department of Treasury and on-going disclosure requirements.  As discussed in 
the past, these will not be tax-exempt bonds.  We are looking to have a closing 
date of November 1, 2012 to receive the bond proceeds for this special 
assessment district. 

 

2. Our intent was to have the bond authorization and commitment letter take place 
along with the other actions at this meeting.  But because of the dwindling 
construction season, I am recommending that we go forward at this time.  We will 
have this at the October 15 meeting and feel Talmer Bank is strong.   

 

3. Financial Consideration - The City will not be paying for the Improvements.  The 
only financial involvement will be City staff in facilitating this transaction.  
Assuming the bond sale occurs as planned, there will be no cash provided by the 
City in connection with the payments to the contractor. 

 
 

Attachments 

 

1. Special Assessment Agreement 
2. Reimbursement Resolution 

3. Short Form Agreement with STA Architects 

4. Estimated SAD Debt Schedule 

 

 
 

Agenda Review 
Review: 
Vincent Pastue Pending  
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending  
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  

October 1, 2012 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 1058) 

 
 

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, Chairperson 
 

Description:  Farmington Road Streetscape Grant Authorization 
 

Requested Action:   
 

Background:   
The purpose of this agenda item is to update the grant application process for the Farmington Road 
Streetscape Project.  The project area begins at Grand River and proceeds to Slocum.  DDA 
Executive Director Annette Knowles and I will review the proposed project, approvals received by the 
Road Commission for Oakland County, project cost estimates, and proposed financing.   
 

One element of the financing involves submitting a Transportation Enhancement Grant application.  
This process recently changed which we will discuss during the study session.  The grant application 
would be for the project to take place during the 2014 construction season. 

 

Agenda Review 
Review: 
Vincent Pastue Pending  
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending  
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  

October 1, 2012 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 1059) 

 
 

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, Chairperson 
 

Description:  Warner Street Improvements - Grand River to Thomas 
 

Requested Action:   
 

Background:   
The reconstruction of Warner Street from Grand River to Shiawassee is part of the Fiscal Year 2013-
14 Capital Improvements Program.  Given that the DDA recently purchased Dimitri’s Restaurant, now 
is an excellent time to consider incorporating streetscape improvements between Grand River and 
Thomas.  DDA Executive Director Annette Knowles will be present at the study session.  We will 
review the site plan and renderings for on-street parking improvements.  

 

Agenda Review 
Review: 
Vincent Pastue Pending  
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending  
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  

October 1, 2012 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 1060) 

 
 

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, Chairperson 
 

Description:  Proposed Economic/Community Development Reorganization 
 

Requested Action:   
 

Background:   
The City Council is aware that I have proposed a re-organization involving a number of departments 
to create a focused economic/community development effort. I spoke with each individually regarding 
the needs and elements of the proposal.  As you know, I have prepared a draft report that I will refine 
over the weekend and present to the City Council at the study session.  The purpose of this agenda 
item is to discuss the proposed re-organization.  I will have a PowerPoint presentation to organize the 
recommendation and subsequent discussion. 

 

Agenda Review 
Review: 
Vincent Pastue Pending  
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending  
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