
Regular City Council Meeting 
7:00 p.m., Monday, April 16, 2018 
City Council Chambers 
23600 Liberty Street 
Farmington, MI 48335 

     FINAL 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

A regular meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on April 16, 2018, 23600 Liberty Street, 
Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting was posted in compliance with Public Act 267-1976.  

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by Mayor Schneemann. 

1. ROLL CALL

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
Sara Bowman Mayor Pro Tem Present 
William Galvin Councilmember Present 
Joe LaRussa Councilmember Present 
Steve Schneemann Mayor Present 
Maria Taylor Councilmember Present 

City Administration Present 
Director Christiansen 
Director Demers 
Director Eudy 
City Clerk Halberstadt 
City Manager Murphy 
City Attorney Schultz 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. PUBLIC COMMENT

Michael Ratze, 33620 Grand River Avenue, expressed his concern regarding the
difficulty in shoveling the sidewalks on the north side of Grand River due to the
additional snow from the snow plows.

Doug Reynolds, representing the Emergency Preparedness Committee, presented a
tip of the month, emphasizing preparation for chemical and biological events.

4. APPROVAL OF ITEMS ON CONSENT AGENDA
A. Accept minutes from City’s boards and commissions: Grand River

Corridor Improvement Authority, Commission on Aging, Historical
Commission, Parking Advisory Committee, Planning Commission,
Emergency Preparedness Committee and Library Board

B. Farmington Monthly Payments Report (February & March)
C. Farmington Public Safety Monthly Report
D. City Council Meeting Minutes

Special – March 19, 2018
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  Regular – March 19, 2018 
  Regular – April 2, 2018 

E.  Special event requests 
 1. South Farmington Little League Parade 
 2. First United Methodist Church Birthday Celebration 
F. Accept Todd Huffman’s resignation from the Parking Advisory Committee 

  
 Move to approve the consent agenda amend as follows: removing Item 4A, and 

attaching Galvin’s power point presentation on the financial state of the City from the 
March 19, 2018 meeting to those same meeting minutes.  

RESULT: MOTION FAILED 
MOVER: LaRussa, Councilmember 
SECONDER: Taylor, Councilmember 
Ayes: LaRussa, Taylor 
Nays: Bowman, Galvin, Schneemann 

 
Move to approve the consent agenda as amended, removing Item 4A. 

RESULT: APPROVED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Galvin, Councilmember 
SECONDER: Taylor, Councilmember 
Ayes: Bowman, Galvin, LaRussa, Schneemann, Taylor 

 
5. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA 
 

 Move to approve the regular agenda amended as follows: remove Item 6A - Swing 
Farmington and add two new items under New Business, Groves Center Amendment 
to Open Space Easement Agreement and Extension to the Sale of the Courthouse 
Agreement. 

RESULT: APPROVED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Bowman, Mayor Pro Tem 
SECONDER: Taylor, Councilmember 

 
      
6. PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. Public Safety Annual Report – Public Safety Director Frank Demers 
 

Director Demers presented the 2017 Farmington Public Safety Department annual report.  
He reported that Farmington continues to rank as one of the safest communities in Michigan. 
Crime rates are the lowest they have been in decades, noting major crimes decreased 13% 
compared to 2016.  He discussed the significant progress made toward a number of new 
initiatives, including pursuit of accreditation through the Michigan Association of Chiefs 
Accreditation Program. 
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Council questions included effectiveness of the School liaison, opioid abuse, crime in multi-
family complexes, increase in marijuana use and the small use of Narcan compared to other 
communities. 
  
7. NEW BUSINESS 
 A.  Groves Center Amendment to Open Space Easement Agreement 
 
Schultz advised the request before Council is simply to approve an amendment to the legal 
description of the Open Space Easement Agreement so that it accurately reflects what is 
currently in place. 
 
Schneemann stated that it is unfortunate that Council has to go through this exercise.  He 
discussed his disappointment regarding the open space, due to the difference between the 
original plans and what was actually built.  
 
Move to approve the Groves Center Amendment to the Open Space Easement 
Agreement. [SEE ATTACHED AMENDMENT]. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Bowman, Mayor Pro Tem 
SECONDER: LaRussa, Councilmember 
Ayes: Schneemann, Taylor, Bowman, Galvin, LaRussa 

 
 B.  Extension for Agreement for Sale of Courthouse 
 
Schultz discussed reasons for a request to extend the agreement for the sale of the 
courthouse property.  He stated the buyer is still working on getting site plan approval and in 
addition, the city still needs to get the easement with the school district for the drive area 
vacated. 
 
Schneemann expressed disappointment in the length of the 4-month extension and hoped 
that it is more time than needed.  He would like to move forward on this project in an 
expeditious manner. 
 
Move to extend the agreement for the sale of the Courthouse property an additional 4 
months and to authorize the Mayor and Clerk to sign the appropriate extension 
documents as reviewed and approved by the City Manager and City Attorney.   

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Bowman, Mayor Pro Tem 
SECONDER: LaRussa, Councilmember 
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8. DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 
 
Eudy stated the ice rink has been completely removed and restoration of the park will begin 
when the weather breaks.  He commented maintenance of the water tower is progressing.  
He discussed clean-up from the recent storm damage. 
 
Bowman commended the DPW crew for their quick response and clean-up of a fallen tree 
on commercial property adjacent to her home. 
 
Weber announced the proposed FY 2018-19 Budget will be presented to Council on  
April 24th. 
 
Christiansen announced an RFP has been sent out for the update to the City Master Plan. 
They are currently conducting interviews to replace John Koncsol as Code Enforcement 
Officer and Building Official. He expects the final PUD site plans for the courthouse property 
will be on the May 14th Planning Commission agenda. He also anticipated public notice going 
out for that same meeting for the revised preliminary plan for the Maxfield Training Center.
  
Halberstadt discussed the recent success of the Mansion Open House and the upcoming 
voter registration at Farmington High School. 
 
Murphy announced the proposed FY 2018-19 budget will be emailed to the Council following 
the meeting. 
 
9. CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS  
 
LaRussa encouraged the public to attend the upcoming civic engagement meetings 
concerning the City budget.  
 
Taylor stated she would like a final decision from Council regarding the type of documents 
that should be attached to the minutes. 
 
Bowman noted she recently attended Festival of the Arts Awards Ceremony, a wonderful 
event held at the Costick Center.  She discussed the Arts, Culture and Recreation activities 
offered at the Center.  
 
Schneemann encouraged citizens of Farmington to become engaged, citing the April 24th 
budget meeting and the April 26th outreach meeting on the financial state of the City.  
 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Move to adjourn the meeting. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Galvin, Councilmember 
SECONDER: Bowman, Mayor Pro Tem  

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

 
 
  
Steve Schneemann, Mayor  
 
 
 
 
  
Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk   
 
 
Approval Date: May 21, 2018 

 




























