
 Regular City Council Meeting
7:00 PM, MONDAY, MARCH 17, 2014

City Council Chambers
23600 Liberty Street

Farmington, MI  48335

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 3/14/2014 2:13 PM 

1. CALL TO ORDER

Roll Call

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. PUBLIC COMMENT

4. APPROVAL OF ITEMS ON CONSENT AGENDA

1.  Minutes of the City Council - Special - Jan 25, 2014 9:00 AM

2.  Minutes of the City Council - Special Study Session - Feb 17, 2014 6:30 
PM

3.  Minutes of the City Council - Regular - Feb 17, 2014 7:00 PM

4. Farmington Monthly Payments Report February 2014

5. Farmington Public Safety Monthly Report February 2014

6. Special Event Request – American Cancer Society Relay for Life

7. Special Event Request - Spring Egg Hunt/Farmington Area Junior 
Chamber

5. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA

6. PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARINGS

1. 2013 DDA Mary Martin Service Award Recipient - Chris Barr

2. Commission on Aging Presentation - Jane Frost

3. Farmington Area Arts Commission Presentation Nancy Coumoundouros, 
Jennifer Berkemeier and Cindy Carleton

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS



Agenda Farmington City Council March 17, 2014

City of Farmington Page 2 Updated 3/14/2014 2:13 PM 

1. Consideration to Adopt Ordinance #C-775-2014 Amending Chapter 25 of 
the City Code, Zoning Ordinance, Pertaining to Outdoor Displays, Sales 
and Storage in Commercial Districts

2. Consideration to Adopt Ordinance #C-776-2014 Amending Chapter 20, 
Offenses, Article X, Offenses Relating to Animals, Adding a New Section 
Dealing with the Number of Dogs and Cats Permitted

8. NEW BUSINESS

1. Consideration to Approve Construction Estimate No. 8 and Change Oder 
No. 5 for the 2013 Streetscape & Utilities Improvements

2. Consideration to Approve Proposal Regarding Grand River Traffic 
Analysis

3. Consideration to Schedule Public Hearing to Vacate Third Street and 
Cass Street in Delos Davis Subdivision

9. DEPARTMENT HEAD COMMENTS

10.COUNCIL COMMENT

11.ADJOURNMENT



 Special City Council Meeting 

9:00 AM, SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, 2014 

City Council Chambers 

23600 Liberty Street 

Farmington, MI  48335 

 

DRAFT 

 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
 

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 3/5/2014 11:55 AM  

A Special meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on January 25, 2014, in 

City Council Chambers, 23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting 
was posted in compliance with Public Act 267-1976.  
 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM by Mayor William Galvin. 

 

1. ROLL CALL 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Greg Cowley Councilmember Present  

William Galvin Mayor Present  

JoAnne McShane Councilmember Present  

Steve Schneemann Mayor Pro Tem Present  

Jeff Scott Councilmember Present  

2. APPROVAL OF  AGENDA 

Council concurred to approve the agenda. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

3. CITY OF FARMINGTON 2014-15 WORK PLAN 

Council met to discuss proposed 2014-2015 Work Plan.  Council reviewed a vision statement 
and then addressed the following proposed goals. 
 
CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT AND COMMUNICATION 

 

Engagement - meaningful boards and commission directed toward making 
Farmington a desirable place to live and own a business.  City Administration 
and City Council must recognize social media has changed the rules of 
citizen engagement - participants drive the process.  Also, means creating a 
sense of place: community activities such as festivals, farmers markets, Warner 
Mansion, ice rink, walkable infrastructure leading to commercial and public space 
nodes. 
 

Item 1 Continue support for existing activities and events that 
promote place making 
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1A Farmers Market, Summer Concert Series, Festival, Art on the 
Grand, Swing Dancers, Memorial Day Parade, August Run 
through the Hills, Governor Warner Mansion. 

 

1B Create a mindset in which volunteers are encouraged to initiate 
activities that create a sense of place within our city.  For example: 
Thursday night swing dancers, food caravan, and special 
concerts. 

 

1C Conduct a comprehensive review of special event requests to 
improve application and streamline approval process.   

 

 Responsibility: City Manager, Public Safety Director, Executive 
Assistant 

 

1D Continue to encourage and support neighborhood block parties.  
Place information and application on website, in spring utility bill 
newsletter, and on Cable 15 bulletin board. 

 

 Responsibility: City Manager, Executive Assistant 
 

Responding to a question from McShane, Pastue concurred that there is an opportunity for 
identifiable action plans to support the goals.  
 

Discussion followed regarding the need to reach out to the senior community and provide 
opportunities for the twenty something age group. 
 

Cowley stressed the importance for the city to develop a strategy for communication to the city 
residents and businesses to garner support for future endeavors. He challenged the DDA to 
develop events that reach out to the younger. 
 

Discussion followed regarding the negative impact on businesses as a result of special events.  
The city needs to establish a threshold for the type of events held in the downtown.  
 

McShane would like to see a fee structure for special events. 
 

Item 2  Meet annually with all City Boards and Commissions. 
 

2A Schedule as part of special meetings in January thru April prior to 
the budget being finalized 

 

 Responsibility: City Manager, Executive Assistant 
 Completion:  April 2014 

 

2B Assign staff (and possibly City Council member) as a staff liaison 
to boards and commissions 

 

   Responsibility: City Manager, City Council 
   Completion:  Discussion for March 2014 Study Session 

 

2C Meet with the 47th District Court in September to review annual report. 
 

 Responsibility: City Manager and Executive Assistant 
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 Completion: September 2014 
 

2D Schedule presentation of RRRASOC annual report in April or May each 
year. 

 

 Responsibility:  City Manager and Executive Assistant 
 Completion: June 2014 
 

2E City Council to develop on-going strategy to recruit and retain board and 
committee members. 

 

   Responsibility: City Council 
   Completion:  December 2014 

 

Discussion followed regarding assigning staff as liaisons to Boards and Commissions in place of 
council members; seeking diversity among boards and commissions; developing a 
communication plan to engage apartment and condo residents; and establishing an annual joint 
meeting with the Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals. 
 

Item 3 Public Speaking opportunities 

 

3A Actively solicit service club to have City staff or Council provide annual 
reports or project updates 

 

 Responsibility: City Manager, Department Heads, City Council 
 Completion: On-going 

 

3B State of City presentation in February each year 
 

 Responsibility: Mayor, City Manager 
 Completion: February 2014  
 

3C Meet with neighborhood groups as projects develop 

 

 Responsibility: City Manager, Department Heads, City Council 
 Completion: On-going 
 

3D Attend annual homeowner association meetings when possible. 
 

   Responsibility: City Manager 
   Completion: On-going 
 

 Item 4  Improve Electronic Communications 

 

4A Improve City website by posting meeting materials for Planning 
Commission and Downtown Development Authority 

 

   Responsibility: Executive Assistant, Assistant to City Manager 
     Economic and Community Development Director 
 

   Completion: April 2014, on-going thereafter 
 

4B. Complete City Hall Chamber renovations to allow for Planning 

4.1

Packet Pg. 5

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
Ja

n
 2

5,
 2

01
4 

9:
00

 A
M

  (
A

P
P

R
O

V
A

L
 O

F
 IT

E
M

S
 O

N
 C

O
N

S
E

N
T

 A
G

E
N

D
A

)



Minutes Farmington City Council January 25, 2014 

City of Farmington Page 4 Updated 3/5/2014 11:55 AM  

Commission, DDA Board, and Board of Zoning Appeals meetings to be 
televised and placed on Cable 15 for replay. 

 

   Responsibility:  City Manager 
   Completion: June 2014 
 

4C Expand use of City Facebook and Twitter to inform residents of special 
events, changes in services, election information, and utility bill and tax 
deadlines. 

 

Responsibility: Clerk (website), Department Heads, City Manager, 
Assistant to City Manager 

   Completion:  April 2014, on-going thereafter 
 

Discussion followed regarding setting up a booth at the Farmers Market providing Council an 
opportunity to interact with the public.  Discussion continued regarding the need to expand city 
communication using facebook, twitter, etc. 
 

Council discussed other communication ideas including a paid communication specialist and 
establishing a Council Corner in the local newspaper. 
 

ECONOMICALLY AND SOCIALLY VIABLE NEIGHBORHOODS AND COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICTS THAT ARE ATTRACTIVE AND WELL MAINTAINED. 
 

Item 1  Repurpose Existing Public Government Properties 

 

1A  Collaborate with Farmington Public Schools to insure that Flanders 
school site is sold and redevelopment approved by May 2014 

 

Responsibility: City Manager, Economic and Community 
Development Director 

 Completion:  May 2014 
 

1B Continue coordination with Farmington Public Schools to insure that 
Maxfield Training Center is available for sale by June 2014. 

 

Responsibility: City Manager, Economic and Community 
Development Director 

 Completion:  June 2014 
 

1C Open dialogue with Farmington Public Schools to redevelop east portion 
of Cloverdale School site for ballfields and a neighborhood park. 

 

Responsibility: City Manager, Economic and Community 
Development Director 

 Completion:  Initiate Discussion by April 2014 

 

1D Courthouse Property - Coordinate PUD process with Balfour for 
redevelopment of property. 

 

   Responsibility: Economic and Community Development Dir. 
   Completion:  PUD Plan - Delivered by March 31, 2014 

PUD Review/Approval -Complete by July 2014 
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      Sale Closing - August 2014    
   

  1E Orchards Development Project 
 

Responsibility: Assistant to the City Manager, Economic and 
Community Development Director, City Manager, 
DDA Board 

Completion: RFP received by February 28, 2014 

 Review/Recommendation - Completed by April   
2014 

      PUD Plan - Delivered by August 2014 

PUD Review/Approval - Complete by November 
2014 

      Sale Closing - December 2014 
 

Discussion followed regarding the need for increased involvement with Farmington schools 
relative to the sale of school properties in Farmington.  Discussion continued regarding 
attending upcoming school board meetings and a review of proposals for the Flanders property.   
 

Discussion followed regarding the city’s influence and role in determining how the properties will 
be developed. 
 

 Item 2  Grand River Corridor Improvement Authority 

 

2A Work with Corridor Improvement Authority to have development and tax 
increment financing plan completed by May 2014 

 

Responsibility: Economic and Community Development Director 
and LSL Planning 

 Completion:  Draft Plans to CIA - April 2014 

    CIA Board Approval - May 2014 

    City Council Approval - June 2014 

    Oakland County Approval - October 2015 
 

2B Meet with owners of Winery to discuss redevelopment opportunities 
 

   Responsibility:       Economic and Community Development Director 
Completion: Initiate process by March 2014, on-going thereafter 
 

2C Work closely with Farmington Plaza receiver regarding development of 
the outdated commercial property consistent with Corridor Improvement 
Authority’s vision. 

 

Responsibility: Economic and Community Development Director, 
City Manager 

   Completion:  December 2013, on-going thereafter 
 

Discussion was held on the potential of the winery property; allowing property owners in the CIA 
district to review plans for their property; and the challenges of implementing plans for the 
district. 
 

Item 3 Improve general commercial property maintenance of the City by 
strengthening enforcement and encouraging redevelopment. 
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(Comment: the most efficient and effective code enforcement is for 
property owners to feel their property is valuable)  

 

Responsibility: Code Enforcement Officer, Economic and 
Community Development Director, City Manager 

   Completion:  On-going 
 
 

  3A Revise outdoor display ordinance by March 2014 

 

Responsibility: Economic and Community Development Director, 
LSL Planning, City Manager 

 

   Completion:  Discuss with Planning Comm. - January 2014 

LSL/Staff - Present Recommendation and 
Schedule Ordinance Public Hearing - February 
2014 

Planning Commission hold public hearing and 
submit recommendation to City Council - March 
2014 

    City Council introduces ordinance - April 2014 

    City Council adopts ordinance - May 2014  
   

3B Work with Main Street Design Committee to restructure Downtown A-
frame sign regulations.  Discuss with DDA Board offering incentive to 
comply. 

 

Responsibility: Assistant to City Manager, Design Committee, DDA 
Board, City Manager 

   Completion:  June 2014 

 

3C Target commercial centers for improved maintenance.  
 

3D Strengthen rental housing property maintenance.  Code Enforcement to 
provide additional attention to rental houses in single family 
neighborhoods. 

Council held discussion on the progress being made at the major shopping centers. Discussion 
continued 

regarding the responsibility of the Planning Commission to adhere to design standards.   
Discussion followed regarding the need to tighten enforcement of code violations. 

 

Item 4 Staff to work with consultants and citizen participants to create 
pedestrian and bicycle network that is connected to networks 
outside the City of Farmington and directed toward commercial and 
public spaces nodes within the city.   

 

  4A Adopt resolution to formally dissolve Traffic and Safety Board 
 

4B Create ad hoc committee to work on pedestrian and bicycle network. 
 

 Item 5  Address Downtown Parking Challenges 

 

  5A Establish Downtown parking committee by April 2014   
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 Item 6  Land Use Planning 

 

6A Initiate process to update of master plan - early 2015 (five years as 
required by statute) 

 

6B Develop new parks and recreation master plan.  This will be an element 
of the City Master Plan to begin in the summer of 2014. 

 

6C Develop new downtown master plan.  This will be an element of the city 
master plan to begin in the fall of 2014. (It has been ten years) 

 

6D Develop area plan connecting Riley Park to Old Courthouse site.  This will 
be presented to the Planning Commission by May 2014. 

 

  6E Capital Improvements Program to be adopted by June 2014 

 

 Item 7  Recruitment and Retention   
 

 Following Items 8 & 9 were submitted by Council: 
Item 8 Consider decreasing the front yard setback requirements (15’ less?) 

and the floor area coverage requirements for some of our 
neighborhoods consisting of primarily outdated housing stock.  I 
would foresee neighborhoods such as Floral Park and Bellaire 
would be included. 
a.       Encouraging redevelopment reverses the current trend of 
couples leaving Farmington for other communities once they begin 
to raise families. 
b.      The reduction in requirements would promote redevelopment 
of our neighborhood by not only the existing residents or 
contractors who are willing to invest and improve and then sell to 
future residents. 
c.       Due to the current size of many of the homes, just expanding 
vertically does not resolve the spatial limitations such as kitchen 
size, living room or main floor master bedroom with bath. 
d.      By allowing the expansion to occur to the front, valuable 
private space in the backyard is preserved while development 
toward the street encourages greater neighborhood interaction. 

 

Item 9 Update City Signs - This would involve all City entry way signs, park 
signs, city buildings, way finding signs, historic district signs, and 
downtown signs. 

 

 Responsible Party: City Manager, 2 volunteers from Historic 
Commission, 2 from Beautification Commission, and 2 from Design 
Committee.  

  

   Completion: 
 

1. Design Concept to City Council: May 2014 

2. Bid Phase Completed: early summer 2014 

3. Installation: late summer 2014 
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INFRASTRUCTURE RELIABILITY 

 

Reliable - city infrastructure: water and sewer services in particular, good streets 
and roads, public works and public safety vehicles, urban forestry, electronic 
interfaces with residents and businesses. 
 

Item 1  Grand River Avenue  
 

1A. Engage MDOT in early 2014 to discuss another mill and overlay.   
 

1B. Discuss a long-term transfer to the City that would involve the City 
of Farmington Hills and the Road Commission for Oakland 
County. 

 

Following Item 1C was submitted by Council: 
 

1C. Grand River Ave. road diet between Orchard Lake Road and Downtown.  
I believe this is a pivotal implementation item to make the redevelopment 
of not only the Grand River Corridor but other areas of the city a success.   
It’s implementation addresses a number of the goals identified in the 
City’s Vision Plan. 
a.       Creating greater non-motorized linkage from downtown through to 
the east side. (Item 4) 
b.      Greater pedestrian and bicycle usage would result ultimately in 
linking the river corridor with Shiawassee Park  
c.       Greater linkage from downtown to the east side 

d.      Slowing traffic down will create a more business friendly 
environment 
e.       Knowing this may be a longer term goal, it is best to start working 
on it now. 
f.       Coordination will be required not only the CIA but the yet to be 
formed walkability committee. 

Discussion followed regarding the City taking over the responsibility for Grand River from 
MDOT.  The goal is to have MDOT provide funding to rebuild Grand River.  Discussion 
continued regarding a “road diet” for Grand River and establishing bike lanes. 

 

Item 2 Develop comprehensive urban forestry program and policy.   
 

2A. Establish on-going funding source to remove and replace 
dangerous trees and limbs from the public right-of-way.   

 

2B. Discuss with City Attorney the feasibility of a voluntary special 
assessment by which property owners can coordinate with the 
City removal of dangerous trees from private property (nuisance 
abatement) and have the cost special assessed over a period of 
years.  

 

2C. Evaluate the financial and operational feasibility of having Public 
Works employees chip brush on a regular basis delivered to the 
curb by property owners.  The purpose would be to improve 
general property maintenance and remove dangerous limbs from 
the public right-of-way and on private property. 
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Item 3  Maintain and Improve City Streets  
 

3A. Develop updated five-year road improvement program based on 
Pacer system. 

 

3B. Place on the August or November 2014 ballot a 20-year renewal 
of the City road millage. 

 

Pastue spoke about development of a road improvement program based on a rating 
system.  He stated this would help to gain public support for renewal of the city road 
millage this year. 

 

Item 4  Maintain and Improve City Water and Sewer System 

 

4A. Develop five-year capital improvements plan that includes lining 
sanitary sewer collection system in the Bel Aire subdivision. 

 

4B. Develop a fire hydrant maintenance and replacement program. 
 

4C. Incorporate into five-year capital improvements plan the 
installation of water meters that allow for remote electronic reads. 

  

4D. Evaluate for each road reconstruction project whether the sanitary 
main needs to be lined and/or water main to be replaced.  

 

4E. Work with Oakland County Water Resources Commission and 
City consult OHM to comply with administrative consent order for 
the Evergreen Farmington Sanitary Sewer District. 

 

4F. Continue to reduce unaccounted water percentage by installing 
meters at City facilities and by periodically monitoring flow of large 
commercial and multi-family customers. 

 

Discussion followed regarding the need to increase water pressure in the downtown.   
 

Pastue advised a study needs to take place to determine future water requirements as a 
result of  

redevelopment in the downtown. 
 

Item 5  Sidewalks 

 

Pastue spoke about a special assessment to properties along Grand River from Halsted 
Road to the downtown for clearing sidewalks by a private contractor. 
 

Item 6  Focus on technology over the next five years 

 

6A Develop a financial plan to install meter reads that will allow all 
residents and commercial meters to be read electronically.  The 
purpose would be to reduce amount of the DPW personnel time 
reading meters and focusing on higher-end functions.  This allows 
City to consider monthly billings.   

 

6B Expand convenience and reduce cost for residents and 
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businesses to pay utility bills and taxes electronically 
 

6C Utilize communication applications in which residents can 
communicate with public works and other departments regarding 
service issues: potholes, downed power line, etc. 

 

Council took a break at 12:19 p.m. for lunch and returned at 12:45 p.m. 
 

MAINTAIN HIGH QUALITY AND CONVENIENT MUNICIPAL SERVICES 

 

Item 1  Maintain excellent public safety response times. 
 

Item 2  Maintain public works fall leaf collection program. 
 

Item 3 Continue practice of plowing all streets within one day of a 
major snow storm. 

 

Item 4  Develop and maintain a good parks system. 
 

Item 5  Connect pedestrian (sidewalks) and bike trails. 
 

Item 6 Maintain good customer service regarding building 
department and planning review.  

 

Item 7  Expand use of electronic invoicing and payment receipt for 
water/sewer bills, taxes. 

 

Pastue spoke about making improvements and a possible redesign of city parks.  He 
spoke about the need to seek grant funding to support this effort. 
 

Schneemann expressed concern regarding the maintenance of Riley Park.  He stated a 
process needs to be in place to address issues on an ongoing basis. 
 

Cowley pointed out that after Friday night concerts and the Farmers Market the garbage 
builds up and containers are overflowing.  He stated there needs to be a clean-up crew 
on Saturday morning or maybe providing additional dumpsters. 
 

Pastue suggested putting together a core group of people who on a regular basis would 
walk through the downtown developing a list of clean-up needs that would be forwarded 
to the Department of Public Works. 
 

Discussion followed regarding putting someone in place who would be responsible for 
maintenance. 
 

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY 

 

Item 1 Do not engage in long-term deficit spending for operating 
purposes. 

 

Item 2 Continue to examine alternatives to reduce operating costs 
while maintaining or improving services.  

 

Item 3  Develop five-year capital improvements program in which 
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projects will be financed on a pay as you go basis (presumes 
on-going funding source) or short-term financing.  

 

Item 4  Develop a two-year budget within the construct of Council 
2014-2015 Work Plan.  

 

Item 5  Maintain overall millage rate at 15 mills exploring strategy to 
modestly reduce over time.  

 

Item 6  Align cost of services with fee structure to equitably finance 
various services.  

 

Item 7  Maintain AA bond rating.  
 

Item 8  Continue to provide five-year budget forecast when 
developing proposed budget. 

 

Discussion was held regarding Public Safety’s need for a ladder truck as provided in the next 
fiscal year budget.  Discussion continued regarding the possibility of developing a joint 
agreement with Farmington Hills for use of their ladder truck.  
 

Discussion followed regarding the ISO rating and the fire equipment necessary to maintain an 
acceptable standard.  Pastue spoke about the need for proper equipment in order to attract 
redevelopment. 
 

Council concurred to research an agreement with Farmington Hills and determine if those costs 
would be worth foregoing investing in a ladder truck. 
 

Discussion followed regarding possible pushback from the public. 
 

Council discussed the need to monitor Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB) costs and 
financing.  
 

MARKET COMPETITIVENESS 

 

Item 1 Continue to benchmark per capita costs for public safety 
(typically half General Fund expenditures for most 
communities).   

 

Item 2 Monitor Overall Homestead and Non-Homestead millage rates 
of surrounding communities and comparable sized 
communities in Metro Detroit. 

 

Item 3 Monitor wage and benefits of surrounding communities and 
communities of comparable size with the intent of providing a 
competitive compensation package to attract and retain good 
employees and to insure financial resources are utilized effectively. 

  

Item 4  Monitor water and sewer rates of surrounding communities 

 

Council discussed the need to monitor residential housing as part of maintaining market 
competitiveness. 
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Discussion continued regarding the importance of maintaining a safe community and 
enforcement of traffic violations. 

1. City of Farmington 2014-15 Work Plan 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comment was heard. 

5. ADJOURNMENT 

1. Motion to adjourn the meeting. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

The meeting adjourned at 2:15 P.M. 

  

Mayor William Galvin  

  

Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk   

 

 

Approval Date: ______________________ 
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 Special Study Session City Council Meeting 

6:30 PM, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2014 

Conference Room A 

Farmington City Hall 

23600 Liberty St 

Farmington, MI  48335 

 

DRAFT 

 

SPECIAL STUDY SESSION MEETING MINUTES 
 

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 3/12/2014 4:47 PM  

A Special Study Session meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on 
February 17, 2014, in Conference Room A, Farmington City Hall, Farmington, MI. 
Notice of the meeting was posted in compliance with Public Act 267-1976.  

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Mayor William Galvin. 

 

1. ROLL CALL 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Greg Cowley Councilmember Present  

William Galvin Mayor Present  

JoAnne McShane Councilmember Present  

Steve Schneemann Mayor Pro Tem Absent  

Jeff Scott Councilmember Present  

2. APPROVAL OF  AGENDA 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

SECONDER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Scott 

ABSENT: Schneemann 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

No Public Comment was heard. 

4. REVIEW OF ITEMS ON THE REGULAR AGENDA 

1. Review of Items on the Regular Agenda 
Pastue reviewed the following items on the regular agenda: 
 

1. Consideration to Approve City At-Large Special Assessment for 
Improvements to the Caddell Drain 

 

 Pastue discussed reasons for improvements needed to the Caddell Drain 
and related cost. 
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2. Introduction of Animal Control Ordinance C-776-2014 

 

 Pastue indicated with the adoption of an ordinance last year dealing with 
animal control and licensing, a provision for limiting the number of cats 
and dogs an owner can keep was omitted.  This ordinance addresses that 

omission. 
 

3.  Consent Agenda - Farmington Financial Report Quarter Ended December 

31, 2013 

 

 Pastue noted the large revenue amount shown in the quarterly financial 
report, explaining this number includes the OPEB bond proceeds.  He 
advised future reports will not show the bond proceeds since they will 

have been invested in the Retiree Healthcare Trust. 
 

4. Consideration to Adopt 2014-2015 Work Plan 

 

 Pastue reviewed a few changes and additions made to the 2014-2015 
Work Plan. 

 

5. Consideration of Resolution Authorizing a New Microbrewery to Operate at 

33336 Grand River, Farmington, MI  48336 

 

 Pastue reviewed the liquor license request received by the City for a 

microbrewery.  He indicated this is a different type of LCC approval which 
requires only a resolution from Council.  He stated it is a permitted use for 

the proposed site. 
 

 Discussion followed regarding the parking challenges of the proposed site 

for the microbrewery and the effect on other businesses. 

5. OTHER BUSINESS 

No other business was heard. 

6. COUNCIL COMMENT 

No Council comment was heard. 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

1. Motion to adjourn the meeting. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

AYES: Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Jeff Scott 

ABSENT: Steve Schneemann 

The meeting adjourned at 7:00PM. 
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Mayor William Galvin  

  

Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk   

 

 

Approval Date: ______________________ 
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 Regular City Council Meeting 

7:00 PM, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2014 

City Council Chambers 

23600 Liberty Street 

Farmington, MI  48335 

 

DRAFT 

 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
 

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 3/12/2014 11:16 AM  

A Regular meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on February 17, 2014, 

in City Council Chambers, 23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, MI. Notice of the 
meeting was posted in compliance with Public Act 267-1976.  
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor William Galvin. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Greg Cowley Councilmember Present  

William Galvin Mayor Present  

JoAnne McShane Councilmember Present  

Steve Schneemann Mayor Pro Tem Absent  

Jeff Scott Councilmember Present  

City Administration Present 

Superintendent Eudy 

Director Christiansen 

City Clerk Halberstadt 
City Manager Pastue 

Attorney Schultz 

Director Schulz 

Treasurer Weber 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Farmington Hills City Councilmember, Richard Lerner, led the pledge of allegiance. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Sal Palland, owner of Off The Beaten Path Book Store, spoke about an initiative 

entitled, "Cash Mob Farmington".  The initiative involves getting a group of people 
together who commit to spending $20 at a pair of stores on a given day.  She 
spoke about a recent success at her store and the Burger Basement Bar.  She 

indicated the "Cash Mob" will take place on a monthly basis. She encouraged 
people to visit their Facebook Page, "Cash Mob Farmington".  
 

McShane expressed support for this program, noting it is a great economic tool.  
She suggested partnering with the Downtown Development Authority.  
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4. APPROVAL OF ITEMS ON CONSENT AGENDA 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Scott 

ABSENT: Schneemann 

1.   Minutes of the City Council - Special Study Session - Jan 21, 2014 6:00 
PM 

2.   Minutes of the City Council - Regular - Jan 21, 2014 7:00 PM 

3.   Minutes of the City Council - Special - Jan 27, 2014 7:00 PM 

4.   Minutes of the City Council - Special Study Session - Feb 3, 2014 7:00 PM 

5. Farmington Monthly Payments Report January 2014 

6. Farmington Public Safety Monthly Report January 2014 

7. Farmington Financial Report Quarter Ended December 31, 2013 

8. Farmington Investment Report Quarter Ended December 31, 2013 

9. Farmington 47Th District Court Report Quarter Ended December 31, 
2013 

10. Special Event Request - Holly Days 

11. Special Event Request - Family Fun in Riley Park 

12. Special Event Request - Pavilion Story Time 

13. Special Event Request - South Farmington Baseball Movie Night 

5. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA 

Motion to approve the agenda as amended, adding Item No. 12,  
Introduction of Animal Control Ordinance, under New Business. 

RESULT: APPROVED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Scott 

ABSENT: Schneemann 
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6. PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARINGS 

1. Consideration to Approve Memorial Day Parade Request 

Richard Lerner, Director of Community Relations for the Xemplar Club, was 
present to discuss their request for a Memorial Day parade. 
 

McShane noted that no one from Farmington is on the parade committee.   
 

Lerner responded they would welcome a representative from Farmington on the 

committee. 
 

Responding to a question from McShane, Lerner stated politicians would be 

permitted to participate in the parade, but would not be allowed to hand 
campaign materials. 
 

MOTION to approve the use of Grand River on Monday, May 26, 2014 
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for the purpose of conducting the Memorial 

Day parade; further the Council holds the State of Michigan Department 
of Transportation harmless from any liability that may result from the 

closing of Grand River and authorize the Public Safety Department to 
file for the permit with MDOT for the closing of Grand River.   
 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

AYES: Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Jeff Scott 

ABSENT: Steve Schneemann 

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

No unfinished business was heard. 

8. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Consideration of Resolution Authorizing a New Microbrewery to Operate 
at 33336 Grand River, Farmington, MI 48336 

 
Pastue reviewed a request to operate a microbrewery at 33336 Grand River.  He 

indicated Public Safety has recommended approval of a resolution authorizing 
the microbrewery. 
 

Jason Hendricks and Jason and Gary Schlaff were present to discuss their 
request and answer questions from Council. 
 

Jason Schlaff indicated they are currently in negotiations to lease the former 
Mentobe Cafe.  He stated they are entertaining a few other locations in the 
downtown area as well, if the Mentobe location falls through. 
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Jason Hendricks reviewed their business model and discussed their experience in 
microbrewing. 
 

Cowley congratulated the proponents on their entrepreneurship.  He encouraged 

them to look at other locations in Farmington given the challenges of the 
Mentobe site in terms of parking and return on investment.  He expressed 
support for bringing a microbrewery to Farmington. 
 

Jason Schlaff pointed out their ability to also sell off premises which will add to 

their bottom line. 
 

Discussion followed regarding the parking issues on the north side of Grand 

River. 
 

Scott also recognized the parking concerns.  He congratulated the proponents 

on bringing a venture to Farmington that will attract younger people. He 
expressed concern regarding the tight fit behind the Mentobe location for 

loading and unloading. 
 

Hendrick discussed how they would accommodate deliveries and installation of 

equipment in the Mentobe site. 
 

McShane thanked the proponents for wanting to do business in downtown 
Farmington.  She expressed concerns about parking and storage.  She 

encouraged them to look at larger buildings in Farmington.  

 

Gary Schlaff pointed out that the cost of infrastructure in other buildings may be 
cost prohibitive, whereas the infrastructure in the Mentobe site is already there.  
 

Hendricks discussed successful breweries in locations that are smaller than the 
Mentobe site. He spoke about how distribution of beer would work and potential 

of a tasting room. 
 

Responding to a question from Galvin, Pastue stated it would be a fairly simple 
process to transfer the license to another address if the proponents decided 
against the Mentobe site. 
 

Responding to an additional question from Galvin, Gary Schlaff stated the name 
of their business will be Farmington Brewing Company. 
 

Galvin commended the proponents for being a part of the regrowth of downtown 

Farmington.  He believes their business will fill a niche.  He discussed the 
parking challenges that would need to be overcome with creative ideas.  
 

Gary Schlaff pointed out Farmington is a pedestrian friendly town where people 
are willing to walk to businesses. He stated they have given the Mentobe 
parking situation careful consideration. 
 

McShane pointed out the reason the proponents were before Council has nothing 

to do with the viability of their business.  She stated they are here for a 
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microbrewery license and nothing more.  She noted regardless of what business 
moved into the Mentobe site the City must face the parking issue.  She advised 
their interest gives the City further impetus to address downtown parking. 
 

Motion to approve Local Government Approval Resolution authorizing a 

new Microbrewery to operate at 33336 Grand River Avenue, 
Farmington, MI  48336. [SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION] CRM 02-14-003 

  
The votes were taken in the following order: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Scott. 

RESULT: APPROVED [3 TO 1] 

MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

AYES: William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Jeff Scott 

NAYS: Greg Cowley 

ABSENT: Steve Schneemann 

2. Consideration to Approve Amendments to the Downtown Development 

Authority Bylaws 
Pastue requested Council approve minor amendments to the Downtown 
Development Authority bylaws. 
 

Motion to approve amendments to the Downtown Development 
Authority bylaws as presented.  [SEE ATTACHED BYLAWS]. 
 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

AYES: Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Jeff Scott 

ABSENT: Steve Schneemann 

3. Consideration to Authorize the Purchase of Two Police Patrol Vehicles 
Motion to approve the purchase of two police patrol vehicles from Gorno 
Ford, Woodhaven, MI in the amount of $51,730. 
 

The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, McShane, Scott, Cowley. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

SECONDER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

AYES: Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Jeff Scott 

ABSENT: Steve Schneemann 

4. Consideration to Participate in the Oakland County Tri-Party Road 
Improvement Program 
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Motion to approve participation in the 2014 Oakland County Tri-Party 

Road Improvement Program. 

 

The votes were taken in the following order: McShane, Scott, Cowley, Galvin.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

AYES: Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Jeff Scott 

ABSENT: Steve Schneemann 

5. Consideration to Renew Interlocal Agreement for Election Programming 

 
Motion to adopt a resolution approving an Interlocal Agreement for 

Ballot Layout and Coding Services with Oakland County for all elections 

as presented and authorize the City Clerk to sign the agreement on 

behalf of the City. [SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION] CRM 02-14-004 

 

The votes were taken in the following order: Scott, Cowley, Galvin, McShane. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

AYES: Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Jeff Scott 

ABSENT: Steve Schneemann 

6. Consideration to Approve Cross Connection Inspection Program 
Agreement with HydroDesigns, Inc. 

 
City Administration recommended approval of a 3-year agreement with 

HydroDesigns, Inc. in order to conduct the City Water System’s cross connection 

inspection control program which is required by the Michigan Department of 

Environmental Quality (MDEQ). 

 

Responding to a question from Scott, Pastue confirmed this is not a new 

requirement from the MDEQ. 

 

Discussion followed regarding the cost for service and possible additional costs. 

 

Responding to a question from Scott, Pastue advised the potential of a user fee 

will be discussed during the budget process. 
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Responding to a question from McShane, Pastue advised the savings would be 

realized through a more efficient use of City personnel. 

 

Responding to an additional question from McShane, Pastue stated he is 

unaware of other companies that provide this same service.  

 

Motion to approve a three-year agreement with Hydro Designs, Inc. to 

conduct a water system cross connection inspection program. [SEE 

ATTACHED AGREEMENT]. 

 

The votes were taken in the following order: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Scott. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

AYES: Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Jeff Scott 

ABSENT: Steve Schneemann 

7. Consideration to Approve Metro Act Permit with Fiber Technology 
Networks 

 
City Administration advised an application from Fiber Technology Networks was 

received to operate telecommunication systems in the public right-of-way.  City 

Administration recommended Council acceptance of the permit and authorize 

the City Manager and City Clerk to sign upon final review of City Attorney. 

 

Responding to a question from Galvin, Pastue stated underground lines would 

come at great cost and not likely in the near future. 

 

Scott asked regarding repairs to power lines and poles, noting some of the 

current lines are badly frayed.  He noted some of the infrastructure along the 

easements is in pretty bad shape.  

 

Pastue responded the application would not contemplate any maintenance of 

existing lines.  The City can review the existing right-of-way ordinance to 

determine maintenance requirements and pursue repairs where needed. 

 

Discussion followed regarding past power outages and probable causes including 

unprotected power lines. 

 

Motion to approve METRO Act permit with Fiber Technology Networks 

and authorize the City Manager and City Clerk to sign the permit upon 

final review by the City Attorney.  [SEE ATTACHED PERMIT APPLICATION]. 
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The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, McShane, Scott, Cowley. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

AYES: Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Jeff Scott 

ABSENT: Steve Schneemann 

8. Consideration to Approve City At-Large Special Assessment for 
Improvements to the Caddell Drain 

 
City Administration recommended Council approval of a special assessment from 

Oakland County Water Resources Commission for maintenance of the Caddell 

Drain. 

Motion to approve a one-time city at-large special assessment for 
improvements to the Caddell Drain in the amount of $83,300. 
 

The votes were taken in the following order: McShane, Scott, Cowley, Galvin.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

AYES: Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Jeff Scott 

ABSENT: Steve Schneemann 

9. Consideration to Introduce Ordinance #C-775-2014 Amending Chapter 
25 of the City Code, Zoning Ordinance, Pertaining to Outdoor Displays, 
Sales, and Storage in Commercial Districts 

 

Kevin Christiansen, Director of Community and Economic Development Director, 
reviewed the changes contained in the proposed ordinance. 
 

Scott noted outside storage of propane at non-conforming locations in 
Farmington. 
 

Christiansen spoke about businesses that have stored propane as a matter of 
practice that would be non-conforming as a result of this ordinance and those 

locations that have been approved under the site plan approval process. 
 

Pastue advised changes to the ordinance can still be made prior to its adoption. 
 

 

Motion to introduce Ordinance C-775-2014, amending Chapter 35 of the 

City Code, Zoning Ordinance, regarding outdoor displays, sales, and 

storage in commercial districts.  [SEE ATTACHED ORDINANCE]. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

SECONDER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

AYES: Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Jeff Scott 

ABSENT: Steve Schneemann 

10.Consideration to Adopt 2014-2015 Work Plan 
 

City Administration presented the City of Farmington 2014-15 Work Plan that 

was updated as a result of discussion held at a special meeting on Saturday, 

January 25th. 

 

Motion to adopt the 2014-15 City of Farmington Work Plan as 

presented. [SEE ATTACHED WORK PLAN]. 

 

The votes were taken in the following order: Scott, Cowley, Galvin, McShane. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

SECONDER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

AYES: Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Jeff Scott 

ABSENT: Steve Schneemann 

11.Board and Committee Reappointments 
 

Responding to a question from Galvin, Pastue advised Board and Commission 
members will make presentations to Council in the coming months. 
 

Galvin noted only two openings remain on Boards and Commissions and they 
are on the Corridor Improvement Authority. 

 

Motion to re-appoint Mary Engelman and Vincent Pastue to the 
Brownfield Redevelopment Authority for 3-year terms ending February 

28, 2017; to re-appoint Joe Dompierre and Michael Kish to the 
Construction Board of Appeals for 2-year terms ending February 28, 

2016; to re-appoint Dan Higgins to the Downtown Development 
Authority for a 4-year term ending February 28, 2018; to re-appoint 
Kenneth Murray to the Emergency  Preparedness Committee for a 3-

year term ending January 31, 2017; to re-appoint James Atkinson, 
Sharon Bernath, Michael Harrison and Laura Myers to the Historical 

Commission for 3-year terms ending March 31, 2017; to re-appoint 
Kenneth Murray to the Public Access Promotion Committee for a 3-year 
term ending March 31, 2017; and to re-appoint David Carron and Patrick 

Thomas to the Corridor Improvement Authority for 3-year terms ending 
March 31, 2016.  
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

AYES: Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Jeff Scott 

ABSENT: Steve Schneemann 

12.Introduction of Animal Control Ordinance C-776-2014 
 

City Administration advised that last Fall the City entered into an agreement 

with Oakland County Animal Control to board animals captured by Public Safety.  
As a condition of the agreement Oakland County required the City change its 

ordinance dealing with animal control and licensing which it did. It recently came 
to the City’s attention that with the change there is no longer a provision limiting 
the number of cats and dogs an owner can keep.   
 

City Administration is requesting Council introduce Ordinance C-776-2014 to 
correct this omission. 
 

Motion to introduce Ordinance C-776-2014 to amend Chapter 20 of the 

City Code, Offenses, to add a new section relating to the number of dogs 
or cats permitted, and Chapter 8, Registration and Licensing, to add a 
new article relating to kennels. [SEE ATTACHED ORDINANCE]. 
 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

AYES: Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Jeff Scott 

ABSENT: Steve Schneemann 

9. DEPARTMENT HEAD COMMENTS 

 

Christiansen advised the Planning Commission recently received a presentation 
from a development company for re-purposing the K-Mart Center.  He stated the 

next step is for the Planning Commission to move the PUD process forward.  He is 

working with Farmington Public Schools with respect to the bids they have received 
for the Flanders site redevelopment. He stated a Request for Proposal has been 
sent out regarding the Orchards-Phase 2 redevelopment.   
 

Christiansen spoke about the 90-day extension allowed by the Planning Commission 
for the PUD site plan for the old courthouse property, noting we are 60 days into 

that extension. 
 

Eudy discussed issues related to snow plowing and possible flooding in the spring.  
He anticipated closing a lane on Grand River for road repair.  
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Schulz advised that Part A Crimes in 2013 were down 15%. Public Safety will be 
monitoring snow melt and subsequent water levels.   
 

Weber reported the City achieved over 95% property tax collection. He spoke about 
the process for late tax payments.  He noted the March 15th utility billing is based 
on an estimated number.  He advised residents can obtain billings based on actual 

reads by calling them in. 
 

Pastue noted the City will be closing the curb lane on Grand River from Gill to 
Wilmarth Street for repair.  He stated the flooding that may result from snow melt 
is a concern for staff.  

10. COUNCIL COMMENT 

 

Galvin noted he along with Farmington Hills Mayor Brickner and School Board 
Member, Howard Wallach gave the State of Cities address last week.  He thanked 
the department heads for all their hard work.  He spoke about the challenges of 

Grand River, that it is owned by MDOT, and the City’s limited ability to maintain it.  
He asked everyone to slow down given the increasing number of potholes. 
 

Scott spoke about the parking issue in the downtown and was glad to see it was 
included in the City Workplan.  He noted parking must be addressed as the number 

of redevelopment opportunities in the downtown increases.   He anticipates a 
parking structure will be part of future discussions and plans.  He encouraged the 

City to “get going” on plans for parking. 
 

Cowley explained his reasons for encouraging the Farmington Brewing Company to 

pursue locations other than the Mentobe site for their business.  He spoke about 
the ongoing issue of parking.  He had considered recusing himself during discussion 

on the liquor license request from the Farmington Brewing Company, however, he 
wanted to represent the businesses on the north parking lot.  He noted the Civic 
Theater, a non-profit organization, is doing very well in the downtown, but has 

added to the parking problems.  He stated Council needs to help new businesses 
find the right location in Farmington.   

11. ADJOURNMENT 

1. Motion to adjourn the meeting. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

AYES: Greg Cowley, William Galvin, JoAnne McShane, Jeff Scott 

ABSENT: Steve Schneemann 

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
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Mayor William Galvin  

  

Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk   

 

 

Approval Date: ______________________ 
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Updated: 3/13/2014 11:14 AM by Cheryl Poole Page 1

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
March 17, 2014

Reference
Number

(ID # 1495)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Farmington Monthly Payments Report February 2014

Requested Action:  

Background:  

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
March 17, 2014

Reference
Number

(ID # 1497)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Farmington Public Safety Monthly Report February 2014

Requested Action:  

Background:  

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
March 17, 2014

Reference
Number

(ID # 1498)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Special Event Request – American Cancer Society Relay for Life

Requested Action:  
Move to approve American Cancer Society Relay for Life special event request to begin Saturday, 
May 17, 2014 and conclude Sunday, May 18, 2014

Background:  
The American Cancer Society petitioned the City of Farmington to hold a fundraising event in 
Shiawassee Park, beginning Saturday May 17, 2014 and ending the following day.  The Relay for 
Life is the national signature event for the American Cancer Society and a number of events have 
been held in communities throughout Oakland County.  

They will utilize the entire park except the baseball fields. The event will include registration tents, a 
hospitality tent, and tents for the teams to rest or sleep.  Banners and signs will be posted around 
and in Shiawassee Park.  The organizers would also like to hang a banner and purple ribbons around 
Riley Park the week of May 10-18, 2014.

The participants will walk around the parameter as part of the fundraising activity.  They anticipate 
over 500 participants.  There will also be portable restrooms within the site.  While the event would 
officially begin at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday morning the event organizers would need to begin 
mobilizing Friday, May 16 at 12:00 p.m.

The 2014 event would be the ninth year at the Shiawassee Park location.  In this time, event 
organizers and City staff have a good understanding of the operation needs that include: waste 
collection, restrooms, noise limitations, lighting, and proper supervision.  

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
March 17, 2014

Reference
Number

(ID # 1499)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Special Event Request - Spring Egg Hunt/Farmington Area Junior Chamber

Requested Action:  
Move to approve the Farmington Area Junior Chamber Spring Egg Hunt special event request 
Saturday, April 12, 2014 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Background:  
City Administration received a special event request from the Farmington Area Junior Chamber to 
host a Spring Egg Hunt for the children of Farmington and Farmington Hills, Saturday, April 12, 2014 
from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. in Shiawassee Park and the Pavilion. They are expecting about 500 in 
attendance.  

The actual event is scheduled from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.; however, they will occupy the park from 
8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for setup and cleanup.    They will have directional signs measuring 18” X 24” 
throughout the park and they will also have a 3’ X 8’ banner with the organization’s name on it. 

In addition to the egg hunt for the children they will also collect donations for the Gleaners food bank.

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
March 17, 2014

Reference
Number

(ID # 1500)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  2013 DDA Mary Martin Service Award Recipient - Chris Barr

Requested Action:  

Background:  

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
March 17, 2014

Reference
Number

(ID # 1501)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Commission on Aging Presentation - Jane Frost

Requested Action:  

Background:  

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
March 17, 2014

Reference
Number

(ID # 1502)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Farmington Area Arts Commission Presentation Nancy Coumoundouros, Jennifer 
Berkemeier and Cindy Carleton

Requested Action:  

Background:  

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
March 17, 2014

Reference
Number

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Consideration to Adopt Ordinance #C-775-2014 Amending Chapter 25 of 
the City Code, Zoning Ordinance, Pertaining to Outdoor Displays, Sales and Storage in 
Commercial Districts

Requested Action:  
Move to adopt Ordinance #C-775-2014 amending Chapter 35 of the City Code, Zoning 
Ordinance, regarding outdoor displays, sales, and storage in commercial districts with 
changes since the ordinance was introduced

Background:  
The City Council introduced Ordinance #C-775-2014 dealing with zoning text 
amendments pertaining to outdoor displays, sales, and storage in commercial areas.  
As part of the discussion, City Council requested to consider additional changes that 
dealt with outdoor propane sales and storage.  Attached is a redlined and clean version 
of the ordinance that contained the proposed changes since the ordinance was 
introduced.  We will discuss the changes dealing with propane tanks during the study 
session preceding the regular meeting; these are highlighted in yellow. 

Part of the consideration to move the ordinance along expeditiously is to have it in place 
for the upcoming season.  The Planning Commission held a public hearing at their 
February 10 meeting and recommended approval of the text amendments that were 
introduced at the City Council’s February 17 meeting.  The City Council also previously 
discussed proposed changes at their February 3 study session.

The highlights of the proposed text amendments include: limiting outdoor displays, 
sales, and storage to commercial shopping centers, stand along buildings with at least 
10,000 square feet, and the central business district.  

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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ORDINANCE NO. (ID # 1505)
STATE OF MICHIGAN

COUNTY OF OAKLAND

CITY OF FARMINGTON

ORDINANCE NO. C-____-2014

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 35, “ZONING,” OF THE 
CITY OF FARMINGTON CITY CODE, ARTICLE 
7,"COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS," SECTION 35-102 "TABLE 
OF USES, SPECIAL PROVISIONS," IN ORDER TO REVISE 
THE PROVISIONS RELATING TO OUTDDOR DISPLAYS.

THE CITY OF FARMINGTON ORDAINS:

Section 1 of Ordinance

Chapter 35, Zoning, of the Farmington City Code, Article 7, Commercial Districts, Section 
35-102, Table of Uses, Special Provisions, is hereby amended as follows:

[TABLE UNCHANGED]

(a) All retail businesses shall be conducted within a completely enclosed building; 
provided, however, that a site plan may be approved by the planning commission for 
accessory outdoor display, sales, or storage, including garden centers and nurseries, 
subject to ARTICLE 13, SITE PLAN APPROVAL and the following requirements:

1. Outdoor display, sales, or storage may be considered for the following 
businesses:

a. Businesses located within a Shopping Center as defined in this 
ordinance.

b. Businesses located within a building that exceeds 10,000 square feet 
in size.

c. Businesses located within the Central Business District (CBD).

d. Service stations located within a “C” Commercial District.

2. Items sold shall:

a. Relate and be accessory to the permanent business conducted within 
the building in which the business is located, such as the sale of 
flowers at a home improvement store, or sale of ice melt at automobile 
service stations, and shall be owned and operated by the same 
merchant operating within the building.

b. Not include items that are customarily sold inside the building. For 
example, furniture stores may not place furniture outside for sale.
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c. Be located on a durable and dustless surface and shall be graded and 
drained to dispose of all surface water.

d. Be arranged and constructed so as not to pose a hazard to pedestrians 
and to minimize risk of fire hazard.

3. Outdoor storage, sales, or display is allowed outside of the required yards and 
is confined to areas shown on an approved site plan. The planning 
commission may require that areas where outdoor display, sales, or storage 
are permitted be clearly marked with pavement markings or other means for 
purposes of enforcement and ensure maintenance of fire lanes.

4. Outdoor vending machines and drop boxes or donation bins shall be 
prohibited. This provision shall not apply to ice machines and newspaper 
stands.

5. Display or storage areas shall be limited to 10% of the gross floor area of the 
principal building, or that portion of the building occupied by the business.

6. Display or storage areas shall also maintain adequate clear area for safe 
pedestrian circulation along the sidewalk in front of the building, which shall 
be no less than 3 feet wide in C-2 and C-3; provided, however, that the width 
of the clear area shall in all events meet all applicable state and federal 
regulations and building codes, including all barrier-free and ADA 
requirements.

7. Displays or sales shall be prohibited on municipally-owned sidewalks, public 
land, or public right-of-way except as may be allowed by the City Council for 
special events.

8. Outdoor storage of propane tanks is permitted provided that:

a. The tanks do not exceed 20 pounds.

b. The tanks are stored in a locked storage container.

c. The container does not exceed 50 cubic feet and 6 feet in height.

d. The container complies with all applicable fire and safety codes.

e. At least 3 feet of clearance for pedestrian traffic is provided.

f. Advertising shall be limited to 1 square foot.

9. All loading and truck maneuvering shall be accommodated on-site or on a 
dedicated easement.

10. Fencing and lighting for security and aesthetic purposes may be required as 
determined by the planning commission. Fences shall comply with All lighting 
shall be shielded from adjacent residential areas in accordance with Section 
35-48, Exterior Lighting.

11. Uncovered items may be displayed or stored outside between April 15th and 
October 31st.  The Building Official may extend this time as weather permits.  
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All structures associated with temporary outdoor display shall be temporary 
and removed at the end of the season for storage indoors.

12. Outdoor display, sales, and storage may be permitted as part of an approved 
site plan, under the following terms:

a. The permit shall be valid for one calendar year.

b. Following the initial Planning Commission site plan approval, the 
permit may be renewed annually by the building official, subject to the 
plan originally approved by the Planning Commission.  If the building 
official finds any violations of this ordinance or the conditions of the 
planning commission’s original approval, no renewal shall be issued, 
and any new outdoor display shall require a new permit from the 
Planning Commission.

c. Approved outdoor display, sales and storage areas may continue until 
such time as the property ownership changes or a revised site plan is 
approved.  Approval shall not be transferrable to new owners or users.  
Changes of ownership or use shall be required to return to the 
Planning Commission for a renewal of their privileges, to ensure they 
are aware of the limitations that exist.

13. The Planning Commission may allow outdoor display, sales, and storage for 
businesses that do not meet the criteria listed in sub-section 1, provided all 
other provisions of this Section (a) are met and the applicant establishes that 
compliance with the strict requirements of sub-section 1 would unreasonably 
prevent the use of the property for a permitted purpose; that the proposed 
display, sales, and/or storage would not adversely affect adjacent or nearby 
properties and would not adversely affect the public health, welfare, and 
safety.

Section 2 of Ordinance Severability

Should any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, or word of this ordinance be 
held invalid for any reason, such decisions shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of the ordinance.

Section 3 of Ordinance Savings

This amendatory ordinance shall not affect violations of the zoning ordinance or any other 
ordinance existing prior to the effective date of this ordinance and such violation shall be 
governed and shall continue to be separately punishable to the full extent of the law under 
the provisions of such ordinance at the time the violation was committed.

Section 4 of Ordinance Effective Date: Publication.  Public hearing having been held 
hereon pursuant to the provisions of Section 103 of Act 110 of the Public Acts of 2006, as 
amended, the provisions of this Ordinance shall be published within twenty (20) days of its 
adoption by publication of a brief notice in a newspaper circulated in the City of Farmington 
stating the date of enactment and effective date, a brief statement as to its regulatory 
effect and that a complete copy of the Ordinance is available for public purchase, use and 
inspection at the office of the City Clerk during the hours of 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., Local 
Time.  The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective seven (7) days after its 
publication.
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Ayes:
Nayes:
Abstentions:
Absent:

STATE OF MICHIGAN)
)  ss.

COUNTY OF OAKLAND )

I, the undersigned, the qualified and acting City Clerk of the City of Farmington, 
Oakland County, Michigan, do certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of the 
Ordinance adopted by the City Council of the City of Farmington at a meeting held on the 
____ day of __________, 2014, the original of which is on file in my office.

________________________________
SUSAN K. HALBERSTADT, City Clerk
City of Farmington

Adopted:
Published:
Effective:

Introduced:
Adopted:
Effective:
Published:
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Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
March 17, 2014

Reference
Number

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Consideration to Adopt Ordinance #C-776-2014 Amending Chapter 20, 
Offenses, Article X, Offenses Relating to Animals, Adding a New Section Dealing with 
the Number of Dogs and Cats Permitted

Requested Action:  
Move to adopt Ordinance C-776-2014 amending Chapter 20 of the City Code, Article X, 
adding a new section regarding the number of dogs and cats permitted.

Background:  
Last fall, the City entered into an agreement with Oakland County Animal Control to 
board dogs captured by the Public Safety personnel.  This action was necessary when 
a long-time local kennel indicated that they would no longer house dogs for the city.  
Additionally, the County is responsible for issuing dog licenses in the City; this is done in 
conjunction with the Treasurer’s Office.  As a condition for this agreement, the County 
insisted that we change our animal control ordinance dealing with licensing and 
enforcement which we did.  

It recently came to the Clerk’s attention that with the prior ordinance change we no 
longer limit the number of dogs and cats an individual owner can keep.  This is one 
regulation we can maintain even though the County handles licensing and enforcement.  

This ordinance was introduced at the February 17, 2014 meeting. City Administration is 
recommending that City Council adopt Ordinance C-776-2014 that would add a new 
section to Chapter 20, Offenses, Article X, Offenses Relating to Animals, that would limit 
the number of dogs and cats to three per household unless operating an authorized 
kennel.  This has been the standard for decades.  

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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ORDINANCE NO. (ID # 1506)
STATE OF MICHIGAN

COUNTY OF OAKLAND

CITY OF FARMINGTON

ORDINANCE NO. C-776-2014

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY OF FARMINGTON 
CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 20, 
“OFFENSES,” ARTICLE X, “OFFENSES RELATING TO 
ANIMALS,” TO ADD A NEW SECTION RELATING TO 
THE NUMBER OF DOGS OR CATS PERMITTED, AND 
CHAPTER 8, “REGISTRATION AND LICENSING,” TO 
ADD A NEW ARTICLE VI, “KENNELS.”

THE CITY OF FARMINGTON ORDAINS:

Section 1 of Ordinance

That the City of Farmington Code of Ordinances, Chapter 20, “Offenses,” 
Article X, “Offenses Relating to Animals,” is amended to add a new Section 20-305, 
“Number of Dogs or Cats Permitted,” to read in its entirety as follows:

Sec. 20-305.  Number of Dogs or Cats Permitted.

No person shall keep more than three (3) dogs and/or three (3) cats that are 
six (6) months old on any one (1) property in the City without securing a license to 
operate a kennel as required in Section 8-101 of this City Code.

Section 2 of Ordinance

That the City of Farmington Code of Ordinance, Chapter 8, “Registration and 
Licenses,” is hereby amended to add a new Article VI, “Kennels,” to read in its 
entirety as follows:

Article VI.  Kennels

Sec. 8-101.  License Requirement

No person shall own or operate any dog or cat kennel in the city without 
having first secured a license therefore.  For purpose of this article, any person who 
keeps more than three (3) dogs and/or three (3) cats that are three (3) months old 
or over on any one (1) property in the city shall be deemed to be operating a dog 
or cat kennel.  No such kennel shall be operated or maintained except in a district 
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Ordinance (ID # 1506) Meeting of March 17, 2014

Updated: 3/14/2014 10:32 AM by Cheryl Poole Page 2

where permitted by Chapter 35.

a. Any person who shall keep or operate a kennel shall make application 
to the city clerk for a kennel license, which entitles the applicant to 
keep or operate a kennel.  Such application shall set forth the name 
and residence of the applicant, and the number of dogs or cats sought 
to be kept thereunder.  The application shall also state the purpose for 
which the kennel is to be maintained, and such other information as 
may be requested by the city clerk.

b. The kennel license applicant shall pay to the city treasurer a license 
fee for such kennel license in the amounts as prescribed by resolution 
of the council.  If such kennel was established prior to the first day of 
March of the year in which the license is sought, and application 
therefore is not made prior to the first day of March, fees for such 
kennel license shall be double the amounts set by the council.  If the 
kennel is established after the first day of March, there shall be no 
added penalty if the application be filed within thirty (30) days after 
establishment of the kennel.

c. Upon receipt of kennel license application, and the license fees 
provided in this division, the city clerk shall issue a kennel license, 
setting forth the maximum number of dogs or cats which may be kept 
thereunder, and at the same time he shall issue to the applicant a 
number of suitable tags equal to the number of dogs or cats 
authorized by such license, such tags to be the same as those 
provided in this division.  All dogs or cats in such kennel shall at all 
times wear a collar or harness to which such tag shall be affixed, and 
such tags shall be used for no dogs or cats other than those in the 
kennel.

Section 3 of Ordinance Severability

Should any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, or word of this 
ordinance be held invalid for any reason, such decisions shall not affect the validity 
of the remaining portions of the ordinance.

Section 4 of Ordinance Savings

This amendatory ordinance shall not affect violations of the zoning ordinance 
or any other ordinance existing prior to the effective date of this ordinance and 
such violation shall be governed and shall continue to be separately punishable to 
the full extent of the law under the provisions of such ordinance at the time the 
violation was committed.

Section 5 of Ordinance Effective Date: Publication.  

This amendatory ordinance shall be effective 10 days after adoption by the 
City Council and after publication as provided by the Charter of the City of 
Farmington.
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Ayes:
Nayes:
Abstentions:
Absent:
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Ordinance (ID # 1506) Meeting of March 17, 2014

Updated: 3/14/2014 10:32 AM by Cheryl Poole Page 4

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
)  ss.

COUNTY OF OAKLAND )

I, the undersigned, the qualified and acting City Clerk of the City of 
Farmington, Oakland County, Michigan, do certify that the foregoing is a true and 
complete copy of the Ordinance adopted by the City Council of the City of 
Farmington at a meeting held on the ____ day of __________, 2014, the original 
of which is on file in my office.

________________________________
SUSAN K. HALBERSTADT, City Clerk
City of Farmington

Adopted:
Published:
Effective:

Introduced:
Adopted:
Effective:
Published:
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Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
March 17, 2014

Reference
Number

(ID # 1507)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Consideration to Approve Construction Estimate No. 8 and Change Oder No. 5 for the 
2013 Streetscape & Utilities Improvements

Requested Action:  
Move to approve construction estimate #8 with Warren Contractors in the amount of $298,431.49 
and approve change order #5 increasing the contract amount by $54.20.

Background:  
At the March 18, 2013 meeting, the City Council approved a construction contract with Warren 
Contractors in the amount of $1,988,168.20 for the Grove Street Project and the Warner/Oakland 
Street Project.  Attached is construction estimate #8 for the project in the amount of $298,431.49 for 
work completed from December 9, 2013 through February 28, 2014.   The construction estimate 
includes releasing $40,589.52.  There is approximately $50,000 of work remaining to close the 
project.  We are still retaining $25,000.  Most of the payment is for work associated with the mast arm 
signal installation at Grove and Grand River.  

Change Order #5 increases the contract amount by $54.20.  The change order represents balancing 
contract unit amounts to actual field verification.   Overall, the contract has been reduced by 
$58,965.42 from the original approval last March.

The City engineer’s Orchard Hiltz & McCliment (OHM) have reviewed the construction estimate and 
recommends approval.  

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
March 17, 2014

Reference
Number

(ID # 1508)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Consideration to Approve Proposal Regarding Grand River Traffic Analysis

Requested Action:  
Move to approve proposal submitted by Orchard Hiltz & McCliment (OHM) to conduct a traffic 
analysis along Grand River from Shiawassee Road east to Orchard Lake Road

Background:  
One of the goals established by the City Council is to evaluate the opportunity to create more on-
street parking along Grand River Avenue and to examine whether it is feasible to utilize the surplus 
lanes for other modes of transportation.  Since this is a Michigan Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) trunkline, it is necessary to conduct a traffic analysis to determine whether this can be 
accomplished without a significant loss of service.  

Matt Parks and Steve Dearing from Orchard Hiltz and McCliment (OHM) attended the City Council’s 
March 3 study session to discuss the content of the proposal and answer any questions.  The study 
area begins at Shiawassee and Grand River, and proceeds east to Orchard Lake Road.  As 
discussed, it is necessary to evaluate traffic conditions beyond these points to insure no problems will 
be created as changes are recommended.    

Financial Considerations - The estimated cost for this is $35,000.  I will be requesting that the 
Corridor Improvement Authority contribute $10,000 toward this study, the same amount from the 
Downtown Development Authority, with the remainder coming from the Major Street Fund.

Other Considerations - During the study session, the importance of having this work coordinated 
with the proposed study considered by the joint Corridor Improvement Authority (CIA) east of 
Orchard Lake Road.  OHM is preparing a proposal for consideration by the joint CIA Board.

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Understanding of the Project 
 
The City of Farmington has been working on efforts to revitalize the retail climate for the community for 
the past number of years.  Starting with the historic downtown, Farmington has made significant changes 
to address the balancing of issues, namely, limiting traffic congestion while promoting a vibrant, shopper-
friendly business district.  The City has successfully completed work on the stretch of Grand River Avenue 
from just west of Farmington Rd. to Grove St., as well as Farmington Rd from Grand River northwards to 
Shiawassee.  They have programmed improvements for the segment of Farmington Rd. from Grand 
River southward to Orchard St.   
 
The City now wishes to turn their attention to other portions of Grand River Ave.  During construction 
activities in the summer of 2013, when Grand River Ave. was choked down to only one travel lane in each 
direction, the City realized that traffic congestion was eminently manageable, and this spurred interest in 
considering a road diet for most of the balance of Grand River Ave within the City of Farmington. 
 
Our project team recognizes the importance of these issues, and the importance of communication and 
cooperation, and is committed to ensuring the success of this project.  Our scope of service will address 
and be able to answer the issues posed by the community. 
 

Approach to the Project 
 
Working in conjunction with the City, its DDA and their planners, we will seek to identify a series of 
measures to promote the goals of the community.  We will be examining optional cross sections along 
Grand River Ave., to look at the interactions between safe and expeditious traffic movements and adding 
the use of on-street parallel parking and /or bicycle lanes.  The evaluations will also look at improving 
operations at signalized intersections, by considering the addition of signal phases for turning vehicles. 
 
We anticipate the study area is Grand River Ave. from Shiawassee to Orchard Lake Rd.  Three options 
will be evaluated: 

1. Existing 4-lane/ 5-lane configuration (do nothing baseline), 
2. Reducing Grand River Ave. to 3 travel lanes (one through lane in each direction with a center left 

turn lane), and 
3. An unbalanced 4-lane road with two through travel lanes in one direction, one lane in the opposite 

direction and with a center left turn lane. 
 
Any parking areas should have marked stalls, and could be delineated in the short term through the use 
of flexible delineators, similar to what the City of Dearborn had been using on Michigan Ave.  But 
eventually, the areas should be delineated by rebuilding the curb-line to “bump out” and protect the on-
street parking areas.  We have a clear working understanding of the requirements of the U.S. Access 
Board for providing barrier-free (handicap) on-street parking as part of these types of roadway 
improvements to comply with the American for Disabilities Act.  We would also work closely with SMART 
to determine if near-side or far-side intersection bus stops would provide the best transit services to the 
corridor. 
 
OHM typically would develop a detailed, phased plan for implementation of any measures desired by the 
City.  The phasing plan will break down all the recommended improvements into priorities for the city to 
tackle, allowing the city to integrate these projects into its Capital Improvement Plan, based on funding 
availability.   
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EXHIBIT A 

Page 2 of 5 

Scope of Services 
 
The main goals for this project are to identify ways to preserve traffic flow consistent with the goals the 
community.  With safety firmly in mind, we would be looking for opportunities to expand on street parking 
as appropriate.  OHM will accomplish this by using a computer model of the corridor, allowing us the 
ability of evaluating ‘what if’ scenarios based on different improvement options.  Any improvements 
recommended regarding Grand River Ave. will need to be coordinated between the City and the Michigan 
Department of Transportation (MDOT).  
 
The following items discuss the various elements of our proposal.  As seen in the outline below, the 
project plan has been organized into five major tasks: 
 
Core Tasks: 

1. Data Collection 
2. Safety Analysis 
3. Analysis of Existing Conditions 
4. Develop and Evaluate Alternatives  
5. Project Reporting 

 
These core tasks are elaborated below. 
 
 
Task 1.  DATA COLLECTION 
Work will begin to review the information provided by the various sources, as well as to conduct additional 
data collection as outlined below. 
 
Subtask 1.1 - Compile and review existing counts, signal timing data and other related data   
For this task, we will collect data from all available sources.  We will also incorporate any traffic data and 
findings from previous studies that the City, Road Commission or MDOT have completed in the project 
area and additional information that may be relevant to this project.  We anticipate collecting as much of 
the following information as is available: 

 Signal timing plans 

 Intersection plans 

 Machine volume counts 

 Manual turning-movement counts 

 Operational features necessary for the analysis, such as speed limits, turn restrictions, etc. 

 Transit route data 
 
Within the signal timing plans, OHM will focus on information regarding the type of signal, cycle length, 
offsets, green time, change intervals, flash schedule, minimum pedestrian crossing times and other signal 
timing requirements by the local agencies.   
 
Subtask 1.2 - Field review of sites   
The project area will be visited.  General geometric information will be tabulated, including number of 
lanes, lane uses and widths turn storage, pedestrian crossings, turn restrictions, on street parking limits 
and time restrictions, and posted speed limits.   
 
Subtask 1.3 - Conduct pedestrian, vehicle volume and turning-movement counts 
We anticipate that most, if not all, of the needed traffic data available for our analysis is now so old as to 
be unacceptable for use.  Thus, OHM is planning on conducting additional counts at the following 
intersections: 

 Grand River at Drake 

 Grand River at Shiawassee 

 Grand River at Farmington 

 Grand River at Grove 

8.2.a

Packet Pg. 85

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 O

H
M

 P
ro

p
o

sa
l -

 G
ra

n
d

 R
iv

er
 R

o
ad

 D
ie

t 
S

tu
d

y 
 (

15
08

 :
 C

o
n

si
d

er
at

io
n

 t
o

 A
p

p
ro

ve
 P

ro
p

o
sa

l)



EXHIBIT A 

Page 3 of 5 

 Grand River at Power 

 Grand River at Orchard Lake (west) 

 Grand River at Orchard Lake (east) /     
9 Mile 

 
OHM can provide traffic data collection on a lump sum basis.  Alternately, we can arrange for counts to 
be conducted by Traffic Data Collection, Inc. and their effort billed directly to the City.  For the purposes of 
this proposal, we assume OHM staff will conduct the counts. 
 
 
Task 2  SAFETY ANALYSIS 
One of a traffic engineer’s most important contributions to traffic safety is the analysis of crash locations 
and the recommendation of improvements to correct deficiencies and to make the roads safer.  However, 
it is not known if there are safety problems at this location.  Further, this project will be evaluating 
alternatives that are significantly different from current operations, so that the existing crash patterns may 
not be applicable and germane to the discussion.   
 
OHM proposes a minimal initial review to see it there are any unusual crash characteristics of this 
location.  Crash data will be obtained for the study area from TIA.  The data will be for the most recent 
three years.  We will perform a cursory review to check if this location is a crash ‘hot spot’ relative to 
county-wide crash statistics and it there are crash patterns that may influence our evaluations 
 
 
Task 3  ANALYSES OF EXISTING CONDITIONS 
The data collected will be used in the analysis of the existing conditions.  The traffic patterns within the 
study area will be analyzed during the a.m. and p.m. peak hours.  The turning-movement data and 
roadway geometric data collected for the roadway network will be input and evaluated in the most recent 
version of Synchro / SimTraffic

TM
.  OHM has used Synchro / SimTraffic successfully for many projects of 

this nature, and its use is accepted by MDOT.   
 
The corridor traffic deficiencies will be noted based on various measures of effectiveness (MOE’s) for the 
a.m. and p.m. peak hours.  It is recommended that the MOE’s for this project would include level of 
service and delay, and will be discussed further at the kick-off meeting. 
 
Subtask 3.1 – Update the existing roadway network model   
The City of Farmington is fortunate that a complete Synchro / SimTraffic scaled model of the roadway 
network of the City is already available from the Road Commission.  We will verify that this model has the 
correct geometric data for the study area, and input any needed changes such as new traffic count data. 
 
Subtask 3.2 - Analyze existing network for MOE’s   
After the existing conditions network has been verified and all related inputs checked, the software would 
allow the determination of traffic operation deficiencies, based on various measures of effectiveness 
(MOE’s).  It is recommended that the MOE’s for this project include level-of-service (LOS) and delay. 
 
The existing network will be evaluated for the a.m. and p.m. periods to determine the baseline MOE’s.  
 
OHM will assess, using Synchro, the vehicle queuing at all locations for all periods to evaluate the 
adequacy of the existing turn lane storage lengths. 
 
 
Task 4  DEVELOP AND EVALUATE ALTERNATIVES 
As part of this task, OHM will endeavor to identify and evaluate any alternatives that would address 
maintaining the vitality of the project area, pedestrian and vehicle safety and congestion relief.  Measures 
to be considered include: modifications to traffic signals and pavement markings, and roadway 
improvements sufficient to address the concerns.  Preliminary cost opinions will be provided for all 
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EXHIBIT A 

Page 4 of 5 

recommendations.  Incremental improvements would be noted, with the degree of relief afforded to the 
deficiencies indicated.   
 
During this task, OHM will develop a detailed, phased plan for implementation.  The phasing plan will 
break down all the recommended improvements into priorities for the city to tackle, allowing the city to 
integrate these projects into its Capital Improvement Plan, based on funding availability.   
 

Immediate Needs Phase:  Will concentrate on improvements that can be implemented at low 
cost, possibly within existing budget constraints.  These improvements usually consist of 
adjustments of the signal timing and items such as modifications to signs and pavement 
markings.  
 
Short Term Needs Phase:  This may include substantial needed improvements that may require 
future year budgeting for the outlays, but not beyond the levels associated with requiring special 
outside funding.  Examples here may include signal modifications, and preventative maintenance 
activities.  
 
Long Term System Needs:  This category would encompass any upgrades and improvements 
needed that are of sufficient scale and scope that funding applications are expected. 

 
Subtask 4.1 – Three-lane Option  
OHM will evaluate Grand River Ave. on a ‘road diet’, modifying it from having a four-lane / five-lane cross 
section to having three lanes; one through lane is each direction and a center lane for left turn traffic.  
Changes needed to pavement markings, lane use and turning restrictions would be noted.  These 
proposed changes can then be measured against the existing condition MOE’s to determine their impact. 
 
Subtask 4.2 – Unbalanced Four-lane Options 
OHM will also analyze the operational impacts of retaining Grand River Ave. as a four-lane road, but 
changing one of the inside through lanes to a center lane for left turns.  As with Subtask 4.1, the signal 
operation of the intersection will be studied to see if it would be appropriate to add left turn arrows to 
Grand River.  As it is not self-evident whether east or westbound traffic should suffer the loss of a through 
lane, we will need to evaluate this type of change for both directions. 
 
 
Task 5  PROJECT REPORTING 
OHM takes pride in providing our clients with timely documentation of work progress and results.  We will 
be responsive and prompt in meeting the project reporting requirements. 
 
Deliverables 
A considerable amount of information is expected to be collected and analyzed as part of this project.  A 
complete list of the deliverables is shown below:  

 Traffic data:  
o Manually taken pedestrian and vehicle turning-movement counts in hard copy.  Any 

diagrams and tables can be provided hard copy as well as computer files.  
o Machine counts in hard copy. 

 Crash analysis: 
o Individual intersection crash rates and frequency 

 Synchro simulation: 
o Model of existing network in electronic form 
o Models of various scenarios in electronic form  
o Summary of MOE outputs by scenario 

 Traffic signal operations: 
o Recommendations for modified traffic signal equipment and operations 
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EXHIBIT A 

Page 5 of 5 

 Traffic signs and markings: 
o Report on control deficiencies, i.e. needed maintenance, incorrect usage, etc. 
o Recommendations on modifications to change operations, i.e. additional signage, new 

lane assignments, turn restrictions, parking modifications, etc. 

 Roadway geometry: 
o Recommendations on modifications to improve safety and/or operations, i.e. addition of 

turning lanes or extending lane storage, revised geometry, traffic calming features, etc. 

 Cost opinion for recommendations 
 
Subtask 5.1 – Project Report 
OHM will submit ten (10) printed copies and one electronic copy in PDF format of the final report 
summarizing our findings and recommendations.  The report will include the deliverables itemized above.  
The report will also feature the documentation and procedures used for the study.   
 
Subtask 5.2 – Presentation to City / MDOT 
OHM proposes to meet with the City to present our final report and recommendations.  We will also then 
be available to meet with MDOT.  
 
 

Responsibilities of City 
The OHM staff will need access to available City records for the study area.  The following information 
and materials will need to be provided in a timely manner: 

 A request from the City to the Road Commission to release a copy of the Synchro /SimTraffic 
network model(s) to OHM. 

 Any proposed or approved site development plans in the study area. 
 
 

Time Schedule 
OHM is prepared to begin conducting the initial field review within 10 working days of the notice to 
proceed.  The preliminary report would be available no later than 50 working days after we receive the 
notice to proceed.  The final report would then be available within 10 working days after review comments 
are received from the City and highway review agencies.  
 
 

Proposed Fee 
We will invoice the City on an hourly basis monthly like all other projects.  We will provide a project budget 
to the City Manager prior to authorization. A monthly update on progress with invoices will be delivered. 
 
 

Additional Services 
You may wish to request additional services not covered within the scope of this proposal.  Examples 
might include attendance at additional meetings, analysis of possible mid-block crossings once  .  We 
would be happy to provide these or any other additional services on a time and materials basis utilizing 
the existing rate schedule with the City, which is three times payroll cost. 
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Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
March 17, 2014

Reference
Number

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Consideration to Schedule Public Hearing to Vacate Third Street and 
Cass Street in Delos Davis Subdivision

Requested Action:  
Move to adopt resolution to schedule a public hearing for Monday, April 21, 2014 at 
7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers to consider vacating Third Street and Cass 
Street in the Delos Davis subdivision.  

Background:  
City Administration is requesting that the City Council schedule a public hearing to 
vacate Third Street and Cass Street in the Delos Davis Subdivision.  This action is 
necessary in order to provide clear title to the Maxfield Training Center (MTC) property 
for redevelopment purposes.  After looking at the original plat, none of the streets 
identified in the plat are functioning as streets nor do we believe any contain public 
utilities.  The plat map will show the streets (right-of-way) to be vacated.  

The Farmington Public Schools are simultaneously taking action to acquire clear title to 
the MTC property as well.  Their surveyor did not find recorded deeds for some of the 
platted parcels in which the MTC site occupies.  Therefore, they are working through 
their attorneys to secure quiet title.

The first step in the process is to schedule a public hearing to vacate the right-of-way.  
Attached is the resolution to schedule the public hearing for Monday, April 21, 2014 
along with the public hearing notice. The plat map will be presented first at the study 
session preceding the regular meeting.  

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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RESOLUTION NO. (ID # 1509)
CITY OF FARMINGTON

OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN

RESOLUTION TO SET PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER
VACATING UNIMPROVED THIRD STREET AND CASS STREET WITHIN THE DAVIS 

ADDITION SUBDIVISION IN THE CITY OF FARMINGTON

At a meeting of the City Council of the City of Farmington, Oakland County, Michigan, 
held on the ____ day of ___________, 2014, at the City Hall, 23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, 
Michigan 48335.

The following resolution was offered by _____________________________ and 
supported by _________________________________________.

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is appropriate to consider the vacation, 
discontinuance, or abolition of certain public roads within the City of Farmington, within the 
Delos Davis Addition to the Village of Farmington, Liber 2, Page 36, Oakland County Records, as 
follows:

· Third Street south of Warner Street
· Cass Street west of Thomas Street

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined to proceed to further consideration of such 
action in accordance with the requirements of the applicable statutory, charter, and ordinance 
provisions.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Farmington City Council that:

1. The City Council deems it advisable to consider the vacation, discontinuance, or 
abolition of the above streets.

2. The City Council will meet and hear objections, if there are any, to such vacation, 
discontinuance, or abolition on the 21st day of April, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. at the City 
of Farmington City Hall.

3. The City Clerk is hereby directed to publish notice of such meeting in the newspaper 
of general circulation in the City, not less than seven days before the time appointed 
for such meeting.  The City Clerk shall also give notice by first class mail to the 
owners of all property abutting the portion of such platted public roads that are 
described in paragraph 1, as shown upon the assessment rolls of the City.

AYES:
NAYS:
ABSTENTIONS:
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Resolution (ID # 1509) Meeting of March 17, 2014

Updated: 3/14/2014 10:27 AM by Cheryl Poole Page 2

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
)ss

COUNTY OF OAKLAND )

I, SUE HALBERSTADT, the duly-qualified Clerk of the City of Farmington, Oakland 
County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a 
Resolution adopted by the City Council of the City of Farmington at a duly-called meeting held 
on ______ day of _____________, 2014, the original of which is on file in my office.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto affixed by official signature this _____ day of 
_______________, 2014.

________________________________________
SUE HALBERSTADT
Clerk, City of Farmington
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

VACATION OF STREETS

Date:  April 21, 2014
Time:  7:00 p.m.
Farmington City Hall
23600 Liberty
Farmington, MI 48335

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that at the above time, date and location, the City Council shall meet for 
the purpose of considering the vacation, discontinuance, or abolition of the following platted 
(but unimproved) public streets within the City of Farmington and Davis Addition to the Village 
of Farmington Subdivision: 

1. Third Street south of Warner Street

2. Cass Street west of Thomas Street

The proposed resolution is on file with the City Clerk’s Office and may be inspected during 
hours said office is open for business.

SUSAN K. HALBERSTADT
CITY CLERK
CITY OF FARMINGTON

DATED:
PUBLISHED:
MAILED:
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